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HABITAT COMMITTEE REPORT
Letter on Army Corps of Engineers Levee Policies
As directed by the Council, the Habitat Committee (HC) submitted a draft letter to the Army
Corps of Engineers (Agenda Item I.1.a, Attachment 1) for Council consideration.
Klamath/Trinity Chinook Listing Decision Update
In January 2011, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) received a petition from the Center
for Biological Diversity, Oregon Wild, Environmental Protection Information Center and The
Larch Company to list Chinook salmon in the Upper Klamath and Trinity river basins as
threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). In April NMFS determined
that the petition presented sufficient scientific information to warrant a status review of the
species by a biological review team of Federal, state and academic experts in accordance with
the ESA.
As part of the review, NMFS asked the public to submit data and information pertaining to this
species and its habitat to assist in completing the status review. That information is due on June
13, 2011. The decision on whether or not to list this species will be made by January 28, 2012.
If the fish are listed, a proposed rule will be published in the Federal Register requesting public
comment on the proposed listing and any proposed critical habitat.
Klamath Dam Removal
A draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)/Environmental Impact Report regarding the
removal of four dams from the Klamath River and the Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement is
expected to be released within the next few months; a draft is currently being reviewed by the
co-managers. It is likely that the 60-day public comment period for the draft EIS will be open
during the November Council meeting. At the Council’s direction, the HC can draft a letter for
the Council to consider at the November meeting, consistent with the Council’s previous call for
dam removal and associated habitat restoration. The HC may also ask a Department of the
Interior/Bureau of Reclamation representative to give us an update on the EIS at our September
meeting. The California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) recently approved PacifiCorp’s
request for a surcharge to California customer rates to assist with dam removal costs per the
Klamath Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement. This follows the Oregon PUC’s agreement to do
the same.
Washington Habitat Conservation Plan
The HC was briefed by Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) on the status of
three Halibut Conservation Plans (HCPs) proposals in two Washington state agencies. An HCP
details conservation measures to minimize and mitigate impacts from managed activities on
public lands. These conservation measures are designed with the help of U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and NMFS, and once approved would allow WDFW and Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) to receive incidental take permits for species listed under the Endangered
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Species Act. Unlisted species would also be protected under the HCP. The draft HCPs cover
management activities on state lands and waters for WDFW and the DNR, and in-water permit
processes for WDFW. All three HCPs cover Council-managed species and forage fish
populations.
DNR’s Aquatic Lands HCP is nearing completion and will then be submitted for Federal review.
The HCP will apply to more than 2.6 million acres of aquatic lands (lakes, rivers, and tidelands).
Covered activities include overwater structures, and shoreline development activities on state
lands.
Under WDFWs draft HCP, 900,000 acres within 32 State Wildlife Areas are proposed for
incidental take coverage. This HCP is now undergoing Federal review.
WDFWs second HCP proposal includes protection strategies under a programmatic in-water
permit process, the Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA). Covered activities include water
crossing structures, marine shoreline development activities, and habitat restoration activities in
freshwater and marine habitats. A first draft of the HCP is expected in December 2011.
Final Ruling on the Columbia River Biological Opinion (Redden Decision)
A final opinion on the Columbia River Biological Opinion is expected soon, and may have farreaching effects on West Coast fisheries.
National Aquaculture Policy
On June 9, 2011, NOAA announced the release of final national aquaculture policies issued by
the U.S. Department of Commerce and NOAA. These policies establish a framework to guide
Commerce and NOAA’s actions and decisions on aquaculture and to provide a national approach
for
supporting
sustainable
aquaculture.
More
information
is
available
at
http://aquaculture.noaa.gov/us/aq_policies.html. The HC has not reviewed the final policy to
determine whether the Council’s concerns were specifically addressed.
NOAA Fisheries also announced the development of a National Shellfish Initiative in partnership
with the shellfish industry. NMFS will also implement the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Plan for Aquaculture, which includes the regulatory infrastructure needed for offshore
aquaculture development in the Gulf. The current NOAA Aquaculture Program will become the
Office of Aquaculture at NOAA Fisheries.
Council Action Items:
•
•

Finalize the draft letter to the Army Corps of Engineers on levee vegetation
removal.
Determine whether the HC should prepare a letter on the draft EIS for Klamath
dam removal when it becomes available.
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