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ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE FISHERY IN 1990

The following tables present statistics on annual landings, exvessel values, and fishing vessel flect
size for the commercial groundfish fisheries off Washington, Oregon, and California from 1980
through 1990. Several different user groups harvest these groundfish resources: domestic commercial
fishing vessels that deploy trawl nets, fish pots, longlines, hook—and-lines, sct nets and other assorted
gears; U.S. catcher vessels operating in joint ventures; foreign floating processing vessels operating
in joint ventures; recreational fishermen; and, for the first time, U.S. catcher—processor vessels
harvesting Pacific whiting. The harvesting sector is linked to an extensive industry that processes and
markets groundfish products in many different forms for domestic and/or foreign consumption,
including domestic shore-based processors, domestic floating processors, and foreign floating
Processors.

Data on landings, exvessel values, and fleet size were supplied or compiled from state agency reports,
Pacific Coast Fishery Information Network (PacFIN) tabular statistics, or data files obtained from the
PacFIN research database. Changes in the economic condition of the fishery between 1989 and 1990
are reviewed. The fleet's economic performance is described in terms of gross revenues accruing
from all marine fish landed in West Coast ports and in joint venture fisheries. The eocnomic
condition of the processing and market sectors can be evaluated in general terms from data presented
on value of domestic processed groundfish products.

The shore-based sector of the West Coast groundfish fishery experienced a reduction in landings
from 1989 to 1990, with landings totaling 97,801 mt. Joint venture Pacific whiting landings also
decreased 12.5 percent from the peak of 1989, totaling 171,365 mt. As a result the total commercial
landed catch declined to 269,166 mt, a reduction of 8.8 percent from the 1989 fishing year. The
exvessel value of the total commercial landed catch was $83 million (current dollars) or 7.6 percent
lower than in 1989. The exvessel value of shoreside and joint venture landings decreased 6.1 percent
(current value) and 12.5 percent, respectively.

Shoreside groundfish landings for most species/species groups were somewhat lower in 1990. The
largest declines were for Pacific cod (-51.2 percent), Pacific ocean perch (-29.2 percent) and the
other rockfish category. Although there were substantial increases in landings of Pacific whiting and
thornyheads, these did not make up for the deficit from the other species. There were also minor
increases of unspecified rockfish and other flatfish.

Landings declined generally for all gear groups, with trawl declining 9.3 percent, pot declining 24.5
percent, longline 3.3 percent; and set and trammel nets .2 percent. Exvessel value also declined for
all groups except longline and set net: trawl down $5 million (-10 percent), pot down $628,000 (-27
percent), longline up $143,000 (+2 percent), set net up $1 million (+61 percent); The combined
exvessel value of longline and pot declined $485,000 (=5 percent).



Table 1.

Quantity and exvessel value of groundfish landings in

Washington, Oregon, and California, including joint

venture deliveries in waters off these states, 1989-90.
1989 1990 % change
Shoreside (mt) 99,261 97,801 -1.5
Joint Venture (mt)1 195,809 171,365 -12.5
Total WOC Landings 295,070 269,166 -8.8
Shoreside Value ($)
Current 68,757,000 64,590,000 -6.1
Real? 61,943,000 55,874,000 -9.8
Joint Venture Value ($)
current 21,105,000 18,474,000 -12.5
Real? 19,014,000 15,981,000 -16.0
Total WOC Groundfish
Landed Value
Current 89,862,000 83,064,000 -7.6
Real? 80,957,000 71,855,000 -11.2
Sources: Pacific Coast Fishery Information Network (PacFIN)

Groundfish Report Series, preliminary data, October
1991; NMFS, Northwest Regional Office.

1/ Includes all groundfish retained by foreign processors

2/

after landings by U.S. vessels. Does not include whiting
that are landed but eventually discarded. Discarded
whiting landings totaled 3,532 mt in 1989 and 1,067 mt in
1990.

Real values are current values adjusted to eliminate the
effects of inflation. This adjustment has been made by
dividing current values by the current year GNP implicit
price deflator, with a base year of 1986. The GNP
deflators are 1.110 in 1989 and 1.156 in 1990.
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Table 6. Washington, Oregon, and California combined landings and exvessel
value (thousands of dollars) of sablefish by gear, 1989-1990."

1989 1990

mt $ mt $
Groundfish Trawl 5660 (54.9) 4557 (42.5) 5039 (55.1) 4009 (41.7)
Fish Pot 1924 (18.6) 2164 (20.2) 1472 (16.1) 1613 (16.8)
Longline/netline? 2565 (24.9) 3885 (36.2) 2164 (23.7) 3626 (37.7)
Other groundfish net 104 (1.0) 60 (0.6) 62 (0.7) 40 (0.4)
other 65 (0.6) 52 (0.5) 402 (4.4) 328 (3.4)

Total 10,318 10,718 9,139 9,616

Source: PacFIN, Groundfish Report Series, October 1991.

1/ Figures in parentheses are the percentages each gear group
contributed to the total landed catch or exvessel value.

2/ Includes California commercial pole-and-line gear.



Table 7. West Coast groundfish shoreside landings (metric tons) by gear
group, 1981-1990.

Trap/ Setline'/ Gill/Set?
Trawl Pot Longline Net Other/Misc.
1981 90,797 3,956 3,997 1,632 2,791
1982 103,299 6,530 4,384 2,077 2,709
1983 81,668 5,423 2,191 2,243 6,101
1984 72,693 3,854 1,989 2,199 9,124
1985 75,352 3,703 4,603 3,918 3,737
1986 61,249 2,216 5,894 4,205 8,734
1987 74,719 2,076 6,952 3,903 4,740
1988 73,460 2,186 5,679 2,864 7,487
1989 84,421 2,002 5,962 2,965 3,911
1990 78,793 1,512 5,766 2,894 4,101

Source: PacFIN, Groundfish Report Series, October 1991.

1/ Includes commercial pole catch for California landings, because
large quantities of sablefish and rockfish are landed with this
gear in PacFIN.

" 2/ 1Includes gill net, set net, and other net; but not dip, trammel,
seine, or miscellaneous nets.



Table 8. Exvessel value (thousands of dollars) of West Coast groundfish
landings by gear group, 1981-1990.

Trap/ setline'/ Gill/set?
Trawl Pot Longline Net Other/Misc.

1981 37,855 2,081 3,696 1,468 2,169
1982 46,987 4,863 4,551 1,814 1,430
1983 40,987 3,598 2,091 1,742 3,578
19084 36,885 2,338 2,083 1,955 5,361
1985 41,264 3,154 5,329 3,367 2,946
1986 36,916 2,171 6,811 3,715 6,627
1987 52,162 2,347 9,527 3,806 4,032
1988 48,010 2,797 8,573 2,709 3,928
1989 52,576 2,285 8,265 1,723 2,909
1990 47,476 1,657 8,408 2,775 3,484

Source: PacFIN, Groundfish Report Series, October 1991.

1/ Includes commercial pole catch for California landings, because
large quantities of sablefish and rockfish are landed with this
gear as reported in PacFIN.

2/ Includes gill net, set net, and other net; but not dip, trammel,
seine, or miscellaneous.



