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Approximately 260 emails with this message were received as of 3/1/12
---------- Forwarded message ---------From: Corrine Martinez <tp3cmm@semprautilities.com>
Date: Thu, Mar 1, 2012 at 8:30 AM
Subject: Halt West Coast Swordfish Expansion
To: pfmc.comments@noaa.gov

Dear Chairman,
Dear Chairman Wolford and Council Members,
I am writing to urge the Pacific Fishery Management Council (the Council) to decide against taking any
further action to expand the drift gillnet fishery for swordfish and shark or to develop a new pelagic
longline fishery for swordfish and sharks off the U.S. West Coast.
Drift gillnets have been banned on the High Seas and along most of the West Coast because of high
bycatch of marine life including endangered whales, dolphins, sea turtles, shark, tuna and other nontarget fish. Recently two endangered sperm whales were entangled and killed in the California drift gillnet
fishery. That is why it's called the curtain of death!
It makes no sense to invest taxpayer dollars in or support controversial federal efforts to develop a
pelagic longline fishery for swordfish when the State of California and the Pacific Fishery Management
Council have already taken actions to prohibit it due to the high levels of bycatch associated with the
fishery and the take of endangered and threatened species.
Several new developments to protect endangered sea turtles along the West Coast must be considered
in relation to the swordfish and shark fishery, including the designation of nearly 42,000 square miles of
ocean as critical habitat for the endangered Pacific leatherback and the uplisting of the Pacific loggerhead
from threatened to endangered under the U.S. Endangered Species Act.
For these reasons, I urge you to stop the plan to expand the swordfish fishery before it goes any farther.
Instead, I urge the Council to begin to phase out the drift gillnet fishery along our coast, permanently ban
longlining under any circumstances and to support sustainable fishing practices that don't compromise
the health of endangered species, fisheries and our oceans.
Sincerely yours,

Corrine Martinez
6727 Bernal Street
Simi Valley, CA 93063

