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SALMON HEARING SUMMARY ON MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES
California Salmon Public Hearing
Date:
March 26, 2019
Hearing Officer:
Location:
Hampton Inn
NMFS:
Ukiah, CA
Coast Guard:
Attendance:
33
Salmon Team Member:
Testifying:
18
Council Staff:
Organizations Represented:

Mr. Brett Kormos
Ms. Peggy Mundy
Mr. Alex Letvin
Ms. Jennifer Gilden

Golden Gate Fishermen’s Association, Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers, F/P Trollers Association,
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations

Opening Remarks
Mr. Brett Kormos provided opening remarks for the hearing. Mr. Alex Letvin of the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) provided a Powerpoint presentation summarizing the
recreational and commercial alternatives.
Synopsis of Attendance
Of the 33 people in attendance:
11 were primarily interested in the commercial troll fishery (preferred Alternatives I or II).
17 were primarily interested in the recreational fishery (all preferred either Alternative I or II).
Two attendees represented processors. No other ports or community interests were represented.

Synopsis of Testimony
Of the 18 people testifying:
11 commented primarily on the commercial troll fishery.
7 commented primarily on the recreational fishery.
Commercial Troll Comments
 Need a 27" size limit above and below [Point Arena]. (Six people made this point and
outlined the reasons below).
o The ice machine in Bodega Bay is broken and Fort Bragg’s is bad, but between the
two of them we might be able to manage if there is a 27” size limit in both areas,
which would allow boats to land in either port.
o If the Bodega Bay ice machine breaks and we can’t land in Fort Bragg, we’ll have
to go to San Francisco. Best to spread everyone out (so they don’t rely on ice from
one location). The 26” limit cuts people off.
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o Not in favor of the line (dividing size limits between Bodega Bay and Fort Bragg).
While you can get to Bodega Bay from Fish Rocks, it's very hard to get back. That
line would close Fort Bragg for 100 more days than Bodega Bay is closed, and
would curtail fishing in the northern section below Point Arena for no good reason.
o The season should be designed to bring fish back to Fort Bragg. We've never had
it where we're cut off if we go below Point Arena. It is not safe for 12-15' vessels
to have to go 20 miles to Bodega Bay to unload.
Would like to move the San Francisco July opener forward to the 1st of July so there is a
fishing opportunity there (in Alternative 1). There are usually big fish in the area during
that time.
Very excited about all the early fishing this summer.
Excited about going salmon fishing for the first time in five years.
Favor Alternative 1 because it lands more fish statewide, but Alternative 2 would not be terrible.
Would like to open Fort Bragg for part of September and possibly part of August.
Include as much of the September and October fisheries as possible in San Francisco. It’s
important to small boats in the fleet, and it’s a good time to fish, with great weather and a
higher price.
Prefer Alternative 2. Also, it would be nice to see 40o 10’ instead of Horse Mountain as
the management line.
For Alternative 1, add October 14 and 15.
Prefer Alternative 2 with a few modifications to spread the burden a little. Prefer the
following dates: for Fort Bragg, May 1-10, and below Point Arena, May 1-30; for Fort
Bragg and below Point Arena, June 10-30, July 12-31, August 1-15, and September 1-30.
(Move dates around).
Include September and early October in the San Francisco management zone. It seems like
a small fishery, but it’s the most reliable fishery income available in September, and it has
high values which are important to dock sales in Half Moon Bay and to other buyers.
Forgoing this opportunity is not worth the potential “credit card” savings the following
season. Providing fresh, local, and sustainable seafood in September is one of the most
important things we can do to convince people this is a product they want to support.

Recreational Comments
 Prefer Alternative 1 or 2 for the Klamath Management Zone.
 Support Alternative 1 or 2, but not 3. Need to fish June through October. Happy to see
business improving.
 Support Alternative 1 or 2. Optimistic about business improving.
 Prefer Alternative 1 or 2. Also in favor of keeping “first two fish” in lieu of a minimum
size limit.
 Prefer Alternative 1 or 2. Financial impact of short season could be devastating. Also, not
in favor of raising escapement floor above 151K adults.
 Prefer Alternative 1 or 2 for the San Francisco region, and Alternative 1 for the Monterey
zone.
 Need fishing time in October. Prefer Alternative 1 or 2 for the San Francisco area.
Alternative 3 would negatively affect livelihood.
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Support Alternative 1 and 2, but favor Alternative 1 because it provides more time for
Monterey. No closure in summer or fall.
Support Alternative 1. Believe escapement goal of 151K will be met due to other
concurrent fishery openers.
Need Alternative 1 or 2, not 3. Also support “first two fish.” Last year Fort Bragg had a lot
of small fish. Have one option be “first two fish” no matter what the size.
Written Statements (Attached)






Written testimony from Captain Jared Davis.
Letter from Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers Inc.
Letter from Ocean Fresh, LLC.
Letter from Pacific Seafood.
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