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1.0 FRAMEWORK 93 

This document is the Area 2A Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan, a catch sharing plan (CSP, or 94 

Plan) of the Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council, or PFMC) revised and updated for 95 

implementation in 20252026. It guides tribal, non-tribal commercial, and recreational (or sport) 96 

Pacific halibut (halibut) fisheries off the coasts of Washington (WA), Oregon (OR), and California 97 

(CA) (IPHC Regulatory Area 2A (Area 2A, 2A)) by prescribing an allocation formula for the 98 

allowable catch, and by describing the general season structure of the fisheries, especially in the 99 

sport sector. 100 

The International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) annually determines the amount of halibut 101 

(in pounds [lbs] of fish, net weight1) available for harvest in Area 2A through a process that is 102 

based on a stock assessment and harvest policy. Once the total constant exploitable yield (TCEY) 103 

is determined, projected bycatch and wastage mortality is subtracted to produce the fishery 104 

constant exploitable yield (FCEY). FCEY is synonymous with total allowable catch (TAC), which 105 

was terminology used in this document prior to 2021. 106 

This Plan describes a framework that allocates the annual Area 2A FCEY to subareas. The annual 107 

FCEY is approved by the IPHC at their annual meeting which typically occurs in late January. The 108 

framework is then implemented in both IPHC regulations and domestic regulations (via the 109 

National Marine Fisheries Service, NMFS) as published in the Federal Register. 110 

2.0 ALLOCATION 111 

This Plan allocates 35 percent of the Area 2A FCEY to U.S. treaty Indian tribes in the State of 112 

Washington in subarea 2A-1, and 65 percent to non-tribal fisheries in Area 2A. The allocation to 113 

non-tribal fisheries is divided into four shares, with the Washington sport fishery (north of the 114 

Columbia River) receiving 35.6 percent, the Oregon sport fishery receiving 29.7 percent, the 115 

California sport fishery receiving 4.0 percent, and the commercial fishery receiving 30.7 percent. 116 

Allocations within the non-tribal commercial and sport fisheries are described in sections 5 and 6 117 

of this Plan. 118 

These allocations may be changed if new information becomes available that indicates a change is 119 

necessary and/or the Council takes action to reconsider its allocation recommendations. Such 120 

changes will be made after appropriate rulemaking is completed and published in the Federal 121 

Register. All allocations and subquotas are described in net weight, consistent with the IPHC’s 122 

description of the FCEY. 123 

2.1 Subquotas 124 

The allocations in this Plan are distributed as subquotas to ensure that any overage or underage by 125 

any one group will not affect achievement of an allocation set aside for another group. The specific 126 

allocative measures in the tribal, non-tribal commercial, and non-tribal sport fisheries in Area 2A 127 

are described in sections 4 through 6. 128 

 129 

 130 

 131 
 132 

 
1 The weight of a fish with head and internal organs removed. 
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Figure 1. Area 2A Pacific Halibut Catch Sharing Plan 133 

134 

 135 
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Footnotes 136 

A. Previous year’s catch estimate, when reported.  137 

B. Tribal allocation minus the Ceremonial and Subsistence (C & S) estimate.  138 

C. Incidental halibut in the sablefish fishery: The primary sablefish fishery N. of Pt. Chehalis will be allocated the 139 
WA sport allocation that is in excess of 214,110 lbs. up to 50,000 lbs provided a min. of 10,000 lbs is available. 140 
If the 2A FCEY is 1.5 million lbs or more, the maximum allocation will increase to 70,000 lbs. If the amount 141 
above 214,110 is <10,000 or greater than 50,000 (or 70,000 lbs), the excess will be allocated back to the WA 142 
sport areas.  143 

D. WA-Puget Sound: 23.5% of the first 130,845 lbs allocated to WA sport plus, 32% of the WA sport allocation 144 
between  above130,845 and 224,110 lbs.  145 

E. WA-North Coast: 62.2% of the first 130,845 lbs allocated to WA sport plus, 32% of the WA sport allocation 146 
between above 130,845 and 224,110 lbs.  147 

F. WA-South Coast: 12.3% of the first 130,845 lbs allocated to WA sport plus, 32% of the WA sport allocation 148 
betweenabove 130,845 and 224,110 lbs.  149 

F.G. Open after the primary (all-depth) fishery closes if sufficient quota remains. 150 

G.H. WA-Columbia River: 2% of the first 130,845 lbs allocated to WA sport plus, 4% of the WA sport 151 
allocation between above 130,845 and 224,110 lbs, plus anything over 8,000 lbs from the Southern Oregon 152 
subarea.  153 

H. Open after the primary (all-depth) fishery closes if sufficient quota remains.  154 

I. 500 lbs is reserved for a nearshore fishery, the remainder to the all-depth fishery.  155 

J.I. Oregon Central Coast: (1) If the 2A FCEY is 1.2M700,000 lbs or greater; the nearshore is allocated 10,000 156 
lbs, and the spring all-depth season is allocated 75% of the Oregon Central Coast subarea quota and the summer 157 
all-depth season is allocated the remaining subarea quota. (2)  If the FCEY is 700,000 lbs or greater (and less 158 
than 1.2M); the nearshore is allocated 12% and the spring all-depth season is allocated 63% of the Oregon 159 
Central Coast subarea quota. (3) If the FCEY is less than 700,000 lbs; the nearshore is allocated 25% and the 160 
spring all-depth season is allocated 75%  percent of the Oregon Central Coast subarea quota. The summer all-161 
depth season is allocated the remaining subarea quota in all three scenarios. 162 

K.J. Southern Oregon: 3.91% of the Oregon sport allocation up to 8,000 lbs. Any poundage over 8,000 lbs gets 163 
transferred to the Columbia River Subarea. 164 

L.K. California subareas: 500 lbs is reserved for the South of Pt Arena subarea, the remainder to the Northern 165 
California subarea. 166 

3.0 AREA OF APPLICATION 167 

This Plan applies only to IPHC Regulatory Area 2A, which includes all waters of the states of 168 

Washington, Oregon, and California.   169 

 170 
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Figure 3.0.a –2. IPHC regulatory areas for the Pacific halibut fishery. 171 

 172 

4.0 TRIBAL FISHERIES 173 

4.1 Allocation 174 

Thirty-five percent of the Area 2A FCEY is allocated to 13 treaty tribes in subarea 2A-1. 175 

4.2 Geographic area 176 

Subarea 2A-1 includes the usual and accustomed fishing areas for Pacific Coast treaty tribes off 177 

the coast of Washington and all inland marine waters of Washington north of Point Chehalis (46° 178 

53.30′ N lat.), including Puget Sound. Boundaries of a tribe’s fishing area may be revised as 179 

ordered by a Federal court. 180 

4.3 Participants 181 

U.S. treaty tribes in the State of Washington, with treaty-reserved rights to harvest halibut. 182 

4.4 General fishery description 183 

The treaty allocation is to provide for a tribal commercial fishery and a ceremonial and subsistence 184 

fishery. These two fisheries are managed separately; any overages in the commercial fishery do 185 

not affect the ceremonial and subsistence fishery. The commercial fishery is managed to achieve 186 

an established subquota, while the ceremonial and subsistence fishery is managed for a year-round 187 

season. The tribes will estimate the ceremonial and subsistence harvest expectations in January of 188 

each year, and the remainder of the allocation will be for the tribal commercial fishery. 189 

4.5  Ceremonial and Subsistence 190 

Ceremonial fisheries shall be managed by tribal regulations promulgated inseason to meet the 191 

needs of specific ceremonial events. Halibut taken for ceremonial and subsistence purposes may 192 

not be offered for sale or sold. 193 
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 Sub allocation 194 

Estimated by the tribes in January of each year. 195 

 Season structure 196 

Begins on January 1 and continues through December 31. 197 

 Landing restrictions 198 

No size or bag limits, except that when the tribal commercial fishery is closed, tribal members may 199 

take and retain not more than two halibut per day per person for subsistence purposes. 200 

4.6 Tribal Commercial 201 

 Sub allocation 202 

Balance of quota after ceremonial and subsistence subquota determined, which is estimated by the 203 

tribes in January of each year. 204 

 Season structure 205 

Tribal commercial fishery season dates will be set within the season dates determined by the IPHC 206 

and implemented in IPHC regulations. The tribal commercial fishery will close when the subquota 207 

is taken. 208 

 Landing restrictions 209 

Size limit: Consistent with IPHC regulations on size limits for the non-tribal fishery.  210 

Landing limit: None unless specified. 211 

5.0 NON-TRIBAL COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 212 

5.1 Allocation 213 

The non-tribal commercial fishery is allocated 30.7 percent of the non-tribal share of the Area 2A 214 

FCEY, which is approximately 19.9 percent of the total Area 2A FCEY. In addition, a portion of 215 

the Washington sport allocation may be used for the incidental catch of halibut in the commercial 216 

sablefish primary fishery north of Point Chehalis, WA, if the Washington sport allocation exceeds 217 

a specific level as described in section 5.8. 218 

5.2 Area description 219 

Within the waters of Area 2A but may be restricted due to fishery boundaries and conservation 220 

areas. 221 

5.3 General fishery description 222 

Halibut may be retained from three commercial fishery structures: (1) directed halibut fishery, (2) 223 

incidental halibut catch in the salmon troll fishery, and (3) incidental halibut catch in the primary 224 

directed sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis, WA. 225 
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5.4 Participants 226 

Commercial fishers must choose either (1) to operate in the directed commercial fishery in Area 227 

2A and/or retain halibut caught incidentally in the primary directed sablefish fishery north of Point 228 

Chehalis, WA; or (2) to retain halibut caught incidentally during the salmon troll fishery. 229 

 230 

Commercial fishers wishing to operate in both the directed commercial fishery in Area 2A and/or 231 

retain halibut caught incidentally in the primary directed sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis, 232 

WA, may not obtain a vessel permit to retain halibut caught incidentally during the salmon troll 233 

season. 234 

 235 

A salmon troller may retain halibut caught incidentally during the salmon troll fishery or 236 

participate in the directed commercial fishery targeting halibut but not in both. 237 

5.5 Commercial permit restrictions/declarations. 238 

Commercial fishers must obtain an individual vessel permit online: (1) to operate in the directed 239 

commercial fishery in Area 2A; or (2) to retain halibut caught incidentally in the primary sablefish 240 

fishery north of Point Chehalis, WA; or (3) to retain halibut caught incidentally during the salmon 241 

troll fishery.   242 

The deadline to submit a permit application to NMFS for any of the three aforementioned non-243 

tribal commercial fisheries is March 15 (see NMFS website). 244 

The deadlines for submission of permit applications to NMFS are available on the  NMFS website 245 

and provided below. 246 

 247 

Commercial fishers operating in the directed halibut fishery must submit their vessel permit 248 

application to NMFS no later February 15. 249 

 250 

Commercial fishers operating in the primary sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis, WA, who 251 

seek to retain incidentally caught halibut must submit their vessel permit application to NMFS no 252 

later than March 1. 253 

 254 

Commercial fishers operating in the salmon troll fishery who seek to retain incidentally caught 255 

halibut must submit their vessel permit application to NMFS no later than March 1. 256 

Fishing vessels permitted to fish commercially in Area 2A are prohibited from operating in the 257 

sport fisheries in Area 2A. 258 

5.6 Directed Halibut Fishery 259 

 Sub allocation 260 

Eighty-five percent of the non-tribal commercial fishery allocation is allocated to the directed 261 

fishery targeting halibut (e.g., longline fishery). The sub-allocation for this directed fishery is 262 

approximately 17.0 percent of the Area 2A FCEY. 263 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/west-coast/commercial-fishing/west-coast-fishing-permits
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 Geographic area 264 

Confined to the area south of subarea 2A-1 (south of Point Chehalis, WA; 46° 53.30' N. lat.), to 265 

include southern Washington, Oregon, and California. 266 

 Management objective 267 

Opening date(s), duration, and vessel trip limits will be determined by NMFS and published in the 268 

Federal Register as necessary to ensure that the quota for the non-tribal commercial fisheries is not 269 

exceeded. 270 

 Season structure 271 

This fishery typically opens in June with vessel trip limits based on vessel size to moderate catch.  272 

In recent years, the season structure has been a series of 3-day openings (58-hours), beginning at 273 

8 a.m. on the fourth Tuesday in June and ending at 6 p.m. on the Thursday of that week. NMFS 274 

will announce in the Federal Register the dates for the first three open periods, and additional 275 

openings may be set through inseason action if enough of the subquota remains. Intervals between 276 

open periods are anticipated to be two to three weeks. The second opener would be two weeks 277 

after the first opener and the third opening would aim to be two weeks after the second opener but 278 

no later than three weeks after the second opener.  279 

 Landing restrictions 280 

Determined annually by NMFS; typically expressed as a vessel trip limit. 281 

 Inseason adjustments 282 

If NMFS determines that after the conclusion of the initial fishing period(s) a sufficient amount of 283 

the subquota remains, then NMFS may set additional 3-day (58-hour) fishing periods. Any 284 

subsequent fishing periods would occur as soon as possible, Tuesday through Thursday, until the 285 

subquota is attained. 286 

 287 

If NMFS determines that the remaining subquota for the directed fishery is insufficient to allow 288 

for an additional 58-hour fishing period, then the remaining halibut will be made available for 289 

incidental catch of halibut to the salmon troll fishery (independent of the incidental harvest 290 

allocation) as needed to conduct the incidental fishery through the planned season end date. 291 

 Groundfish regulations 292 

None specified in this document. 293 

 Closed areas 294 

This fishery may also be managed with closed areas designed to protect overfished groundfish 295 

species. Any such closed areas will be described annually in federal halibut regulations published 296 

in the Federal Register and the coordinates will be specifically defined at 50 CFR 660.71 through 297 

660.74. 298 
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5.7 Incidental halibut catch in the salmon troll fishery  299 

 Sub allocation 300 

Fifteen percent of the non-tribal commercial fishery allocation is allocated to the salmon troll 301 

fishery in Area 2A as an incidental catch during salmon fisheries. The quota for this incidental 302 

catch fishery is approximately 2.9 percent of the Area 2A FCEY. 303 

 Management objectives 304 

The primary management objective for this fishery is to harvest the subquota as an incidental catch 305 

during the April-June salmon troll fishery. The secondary management objective is to harvest the 306 

remaining troll quota as an incidental catch during the remainder of the salmon troll fishery. These 307 

management objectives will be achieved through landing restrictions (see section 5.7.4). 308 

 309 

The landing restrictions are meant to assure that the incidental harvest rate is appropriate for 310 

salmon and halibut availability, does not encourage target fishing on halibut, ensure an equitable 311 

sharing of the halibut landings among the fishers and does not increase the likelihood of exceeding 312 

the quota for this fishery. 313 

 Season structure 314 

The Council will recommend landing restrictions at its spring public meetings each year to control 315 

the amount of halibut caught incidentally in the troll fishery, so that it remains within its subquota.  316 

The commercial ocean salmon fisheries typically begin in April and continue into September, and 317 

sometimes October. 318 

 Landing restrictions 319 

Determined preseason, typically on a “per-trip” basis. The landing restrictions will be based on the 320 

number of incidental harvest permit applications submitted, halibut catch rates, the amount of 321 

allocation, and other pertinent factors, and may include catch or landing ratios, landing limits, or 322 

other means to control the rate of halibut harvest. NMFS will publish the landing restrictions 323 

annually in the Federal Register, along with the salmon management measures. This fishery may 324 

be subject to inseason adjustment. 325 

 Inseason adjustments  326 

a. NMFS may make inseason adjustments to the landing restrictions, if requested by the 327 

Council Chair, as necessary to assure that the incidental harvest rate is appropriate for salmon 328 

and halibut availability, does not encourage target fishing on halibut, and does not increase the 329 

likelihood of exceeding the quota for this fishery. In determining whether to make such 330 

inseason adjustments, NMFS will consult with the applicable state representative(s), a 331 

representative of the Council’s Salmon Advisory Subpanel, and Council staff. 332 

b. Extension of fishery: If the subquota for this fishery has not been harvested during the 333 

April-June portion of the salmon troll fishery, then incidental halibut harvest will be allowed 334 

in July and continue until the amount of halibut that was initially available as quota for the troll 335 

fishery is taken or until the end of the season date for commercial halibut fishing is determined 336 

by NMFS and implemented in the Federal Register (typically early October).    337 
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 Groundfish regulations 338 

Under the Pacific Coast groundfish regulations at 50 CFR 660.330, fishing with salmon troll gear 339 

is prohibited within the Salmon Troll Yelloweye Rockfish Conservation Area (YRCA). 340 

 Closed conservation areas 341 

The Salmon Troll YRCA is an area off the northern Washington coast and is defined by straight 342 

lines connecting latitude and longitude coordinates. Coordinates for the Salmon Troll YRCA are 343 

specified in groundfish regulations at 50 CFR 660.70(c) and in salmon regulations at 50 CFR 344 

660.405(c). 345 

5.8 Incidental halibut catch in the primary directed sablefish fishery  346 

 Sub allocation 347 

Dependent on the Area 2A FCEY, the primary directed sablefish fishery north of Point Chehalis 348 

will be allocated the Washington sport allocation that is in excess of 214,110 lbs provided a 349 

minimum of 10,000 lbs is available (i.e., the Washington sport allocation is 224,110 lbs or greater). 350 

If the amount above 214,110 lbs is less than 10,000 lbs, then the excess will be allocated to the 351 

Washington sport subareas according to section 6.9. The halibut allocated to the sablefish fishery 352 

will be shared as follows: up to 50,000 lbs of halibut to the primary sablefish fishery north of Pt. 353 

Chehalis, unless the Area 2A FCEY is 1,500,000 lbs or more, then the maximum allocation is 354 

70,000 lbs. Any remaining allocation will be distributed to the Washington sport fishery among 355 

the four subareas according to the sharing described in section 6.9. 356 

 Management Objectives 357 

The management objective is to accommodate incidental halibut harvest through the duration of 358 

the primary directed sablefish fishery season consistent with IPHC halibut fishery season 359 

provisions. This objective will be achieved through landing restrictions.  (see section 5.8.3).   360 

 361 

The landing restrictions are meant to assure that the incidental harvest rate is appropriate for 362 

sablefish and halibut availability, does not encourage target fishing on halibut, ensure an equitable 363 

sharing of the halibut landings among the fishers and does not increase the likelihood of exceeding 364 

the quota for this fishery. 365 

 Season Structure 366 

The primary sablefish fishery typically occurs annually during April 1 – December 31. The IPHC 367 

commercial fishery season dates are determined at the annual IPHC meeting. 368 

 Landing restrictions 369 

The Council will recommend landing restrictions at its spring public meetings each year to control 370 

the amount of halibut caught incidentally in this fishery. The landing restrictions will be based on 371 

the amount of the allocation and other pertinent factors, and may include catch or landing ratios, 372 

landing limits, or other means to control the rate of halibut landings. NMFS will publish the landing 373 

restrictions annually in the Federal Register. 374 

 375 

The objectives for the annual landing restrictions are to attain the halibut allocation at about the 376 

same time the IPHC ceases commercial retention for the year, and to ensure an equitable sharing 377 
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of the halibut landings among the fishers. In past years, the Council has successfully used landing 378 

restrictions to maintain the harvest within the allocation.   379 

 Inseason adjustments 380 

None specified in this document. 381 

 Groundfish regulations 382 

Under Pacific Coast groundfish regulations at 50 CFR 660.230, fishing with limited entry fixed 383 

gear is prohibited within the North Coast Commercial Yelloweye Rockfish Conservation Area 384 

(YRCA) and the Non-Trawl Rockfish Conservation Area (RCA).  385 

 Closed conservation areas 386 

The North Coast Commercial YRCA and the non-trawl RCA occur off the Washington coast.  387 

These closed areas are defined by straight lines connecting latitude and longitude coordinates 388 

specified in groundfish regulations at 50 CFR 660.70(b) and 50 CFR 660.73, respectively. 389 

6.0 SPORT FISHERIES 390 

6.1 Allocation 391 

Sport fisheries (including incidental sablefish) are allocated approximately 69 percent of the non-392 

tribal share, which is approximately 45 percent of the Area 2A FCEY. The allocation is further 393 

divided as subquotas among eight geographic subareas. 394 

6.2 Area description 395 

Within the waters of Area 2A but may be restricted due to fishery boundaries and conservation 396 

areas. 397 

6.3 General fishery description 398 

Sport fisheries generally occur May through October annually, but seasons vary by geographic 399 

subarea. 400 

6.4 Port of landing management 401 

All sport fishing in Area 2A will be managed on a "port of landing" basis, whereby any halibut 402 

landed into a port will count toward the quota for the subarea in which that port is located, and the 403 

regulations governing the subarea of landing apply, regardless of the specific area of catch. 404 

6.5 Vessel participation  405 

Vessels operating in the sport fishery for halibut in Area 2A are prohibited from operating in the 406 

commercial halibut fishery in Area 2A during the same calendar year. Sport fishers and charter 407 

boat operators must determine, prior to February March 15 of each year, whether they will operate 408 

in the commercial halibut fisheries in Area 2A which requires a commercial fishing permit from 409 

NMFS. Sport fishing for halibut in Area 2A is prohibited from a vessel permitted to fish 410 

commercially for halibut in Area 2A. Charter vessels (or for-hire vessels) retaining halibut must 411 

be permitted by NMFS. 412 
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6.6 Sport fishery closure provisions 413 

NMFS will determine and announce closing dates to the public for any subarea in which a subquota 414 

is estimated to have been taken. Closures are determined after consultation with Regional 415 

Administrator, NMFS West Coast Region, Chair of the Council, the IPHC Executive Director, and 416 

the Fisheries Director(s) of the affected state(s), or their designees. Once NMFS has announced a 417 

date on which the season will close, no person shall sport fish for halibut in that area after that date 418 

for the rest of the year, unless a reopening of that area for sport halibut fishing is scheduled by 419 

NMFS as an inseason action or announced by the IPHC. 420 

6.7 Possession limits 421 

Sport possession limits: 422 

▪ Washington has a 2-fish daily bag limit, regardless of condition on land, but only a 1-fish 423 

daily bag limit may be possessed on the vessel.  424 

▪ Oregon has a 3-fish daily bag limits on land, regardless of condition, but only a 1-fish daily 425 

bag limit may be possessed on the vessel.  426 

▪ California on land and on the vessel is one daily bag limit, regardless of condition. 427 

6.8 Flexible inseason management provisions 428 

 Protocol for inseason modifications 429 

The Regional Administrator, NMFS West Coast Region, after consultation with the Chair of the 430 

Council, the IPHC Executive Director, and the Fisheries Director(s) of the affected state(s), or 431 

their designees, is authorized to modify regulations during the season after making the following 432 

determinations: 433 

a. The action is necessary to allow access to the allocation objectives and/or allow the 434 

management objectives to be met. 435 

b. The action will not result in exceeding the Area 2A non-tribal allocation. 436 

c. If any of the sport fishery subareas north of Cape Falcon, OR are not projected to utilize 437 

their respective quotas, NMFS may take inseason action to transfer any projected unused 438 

quota to another Washington sport subarea. 439 

d. If any of the sport fishery subareas between Leadbetter Point, WA and the OR/CA border 440 

(42° N. lat.) are projected to not utilize their respective quotas by their season ending dates, 441 

NMFS may take inseason action to transfer any projected unused quota to another Oregon 442 

sport subarea. 443 

e. Notwithstanding 6.8.1.a, if the total estimated yelloweye rockfish bycatch mortality from 444 

sport halibut trips in all Oregon subareas is projected to exceed 22 percent of the annual 445 

Oregon recreational yelloweye rockfish harvest guideline, NMFS may take inseason action 446 

to reduce yelloweye rockfish bycatch mortality in the halibut fishery while allowing halibut 447 

allocation objectives to be met to the extent possible.  448 

f. If the Northern California recreational (sport) subarea is not projected to utilize its 449 

respective allocation prior to or by the season ending date, NMFS may take inseason action 450 

to transfer any projected unused allocation to the South of Point Arena subarea.  451 

g. At the earliest time possible a state can notify NMFS of the amount of halibut (in pounds 452 

[lbs] of halibut, net weight1) of their sport allocation that is projected to be unused after 453 
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accounting for state management objectives. This projected amount could be made 454 

available to the other state(s) for the remainder of the calendar year. NMFS would 455 

reapportion the amount of net pounds available equally to each of the two states receiving 456 

the additional pounds. If a state eligible to receive the additional pounds declines all or part 457 

of the additional pounds, the remainder would go to the other state. NMFS will announce 458 

any such reapportionment as soon as possible in the Federal Register and concurrent 459 

publication on the hotline, consistent with language described in this section (Section 6.8). 460 

On or around August 15, Council staff will facilitate a discussion between the three states 461 

and NMFS to share catch updates and inseason fishery information which could provide 462 

insight to any excess that could potentially be available for the remainder of current season. 463 

 Notice procedures 464 

Inseason actions taken by NMFS will be published in the Federal Register. Notice of inseason 465 

management actions will be provided by a telephone hotline (206-526-6667 or 800-662-9825) and 466 

emailed fishery bulletins administered by the West Coast Region, NMFS. Since provisions of these 467 

regulations may be altered by inseason actions, sport fishermen should monitor the telephone 468 

hotline and subscribe to receive fishery bulletin emails 469 

(https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/region/west-coast) for current information for the area in which 470 

they are fishing. 471 

 Effective dates 472 

a. Inseason actions will be effective on the date specified in the Federal Register notice or at 473 

the time that the action is filed for public inspection with the Office of the Federal Register, 474 

whichever is later. 475 

b. If time allows, NMFS will invite public comment prior to the effective date of any inseason 476 

action filed with the Federal Register. If the West Coast Regional Administrator 477 

determines, for good cause, that an inseason action must be filed without affording a prior 478 

opportunity for public comment, public comments will be received for a period of 15 days 479 

after of the action in the Federal Register. 480 

c. Inseason actions will remain in effect until the stated expiration date or until rescinded, 481 

modified, or superseded. However, no inseason action has any effect beyond the end of the 482 

calendar year in which it is issued. 483 

 Availability of data 484 

The West Coast Administrator will compile, in aggregate form, all data and other information 485 

relevant to the action being taken and will make them available for public review during normal 486 

office hours at the West Coast Regional Office, NMFS, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 7600 Sand 487 

Point Way NE, Seattle, WA. 488 

 Flexible inseason management provisions 489 

Includes, but are not limited to, the following: 490 

a. Modification of sport fishing periods, 491 

b. Modification of sport fishing daily bag limits, 492 
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c. Modification of sport fishing size limits, 493 

d. Modification of sport fishing days per calendar week, 494 

e. Modification of state sport allocations; 495 

f. Modification of subarea quotas; and 496 

g. Modification of Stonewall Bank YRCA restrictions off Oregon. 497 

6.9 Washington Coast subareas 498 

Washington sport fisheries are allocated 35.6 percent of the total non-tribal FCEY. This allocation 499 

is shareddivided betweenamong three subareas within the State—Puget Sound, North Coast, and 500 

South Coast—, plus theand also to the Columbia River subarea, which is shared with the Oregon 501 

sport fishery. receives a portion of this allocation, as it is in concurrent waters of Washington and 502 

Oregon. 503 

Management objectives for the Washington sport fisheries are to establish season structures for 504 

each subarea that maximize fishing opportunity and achieve but not exceed subarea quotas during 505 

the traditional spring fishing season. Flexibility through timely inseason action(s), such as opening 506 

additional fishing days or shifting quotas between subareas, may be necessary to achieve the 507 

overall Washington sport allocation and fishery objectives. The allocation scheme was developed 508 

to provide anglers in each subarea the opportunity to fish during this time period. Since the 509 

pandemic, fishing patterns have changed and quotas have not been fully utilized in the spring. This 510 

has allowed for openings in August and September, and catch rates during this time have varied 511 

among subareas from year to year. To address this variability, in years when fishing is open in 512 

August and September, the remaining quota may be pooled among the subareas if catch overall is 513 

likely to remain below the aggregate quota made available to the four subareas through the initial 514 

allocation or flexible inseason management process. 515 

In addition, if certain conditions are met (as described in section 5.8.1) a portion of the Washington 516 

sport fishery allocation will be distributed to the commercial primary directed sablefish fishery 517 

north of Point Chehalis, WA. The formula for distributing the Washington sport fishery allocation 518 

to the four subareas remains unchanged regardless of any distribution to the sablefish fishery. 519 

 Puget Sound subarea 520 

a. Subarea allocation 521 

This sport fishery subarea is allocated 23.5 percent of the first 130,845 lbs allocated to the 522 

Washington sport fishery, and 32 percent of the Washington sport allocation betweenabove 523 

130,845 lbs and 224,110 lbs, except as provided in section 5.8.1. 524 

b. Geographic location 525 

This subarea is defined as all U.S. waters east of the mouth of the Sekiu River, as defined 526 

by a line extending north from 48° 17.30' N. lat., 124° 23.70' W. long. to 48° 24.10' N. lat., 527 

124° 23.70' W. long., including Puget Sound. 528 

c. Management objectives 529 

None identified in this document. 530 

d. Season structure 531 



 

17 

Season dates will be developed by the end of November each year for the following year. 532 

Seasons will open in early May. Flexibility to open in April is allowed. During April, May, 533 

and June, season structure may include periodic closures to assess the remaining quota for 534 

the subarea. The seasons may be open up to seven days per week in April, May and June 535 

if the Area 2A FCEY is at least 1.3 million pounds, and if the Area 2A FCEY is less than 536 

1.3 million pounds, then seasons may be open up to five days per week in April, May, and 537 

June.  538 

If sufficient quota remains after the final open day in June, additional openings may be 539 

implemented in August and September up to seven days per week. The determination of 540 

whether sufficient quota remains may take into account the available quota across all 541 

subareas and the likelihood that it will be caught in full by the end of the season. 542 

The fishery will continue until the quota is projected to be taken, or September 30, 543 

whichever is earlier. 544 

e. Landing restrictions 545 

The daily bag limit is one fish per person, with no size limit. 546 

f. Inseason adjustments 547 

Consistent with section 6.8. 548 

If the Puget Sound subarea season is closed prior to September 30, and there is insufficient 549 

quota for an additional fishing day, then any remaining Puget Sound subarea quota may be 550 

transferred inseason to another Washington coastal subarea by NMFS. Inseason transfers 551 

may be limited to situations where they are necessary to keep catch across all subareas 552 

below the quota available to the Washington subareas in total. See section 6.8.2 for Notice 553 

Procedures. The daily bag limit in all fisheries is one halibut per person with no size limit. 554 

g. Groundfish regulations 555 

None specified in this document. 556 

h. Closed Conservation Areas 557 

None specified in this document. 558 

  North Coast subarea 559 

a. Subarea allocation 560 

This sport fishery subarea is allocated 62.2 percent of the first 130,845 lbs allocated to the 561 

Washington sport fishery, and 32 percent of the Washington sport allocation between 562 

above 130,845 lbs and 224,110 lbs, except as provided in section 5.8.1. 563 

b. Geographic location 564 

This subarea is defined as all U.S. waters west of the mouth of the Sekiu River, as defined 565 

above in section 6.9.1.b, and north of the Queets River (47° 31.70' N. lat.). 566 

c. Management objectives 567 

None specified in this document. 568 

d. Season structure 569 

Season dates will be developed by the end of November each year for the following year. 570 

Seasons will open in early May, with the flexibility to open on April 30 in years when April 571 

30 falls on a Thursday. The season may be open up to three days per week (Thursday 572 
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through Saturday) in May if the Area 2A FCEY is at least 1.3 million pounds and if the 573 

Area 2A FCEY is less than 1.3 million pounds, then the season may be open in May up to 574 

two days per week (Thursday and Saturday) except Memorial Day weekend, which may 575 

be open Friday and Sunday. The season in June may be open up to four days per week 576 

(Thursday through Sunday). 577 

Season structure may include periodic closures to assess the remaining quota for the 578 

subarea. If sufficient quota remains after the final open day in June, additional openings 579 

may be implemented in August and September up to seven days per week. The fishery will 580 

continue until the quota is projected to be taken, or September 30, whichever is earlier. 581 

e. Landing restrictions 582 

The daily bag limit is one fish per person, with no size limit. 583 

f. Inseason adjustments 584 

Consistent with section 6.8. 585 

If the fishery is closed prior to September 30, and there is insufficient quota remaining to 586 

reopen for another fishing day, then any remaining quota may be transferred inseason to 587 

another Washington coastal subarea by NMFS. Inseason transfers may be limited to 588 

situations where they are necessary to keep catch across all subareas below the quota 589 

available to the Washington subareas in total. See section 6.8.2 for Notice Procedures.  The 590 

daily bag limit in all fisheries is one halibut per person with no size limit. 591 

g. Groundfish regulations 592 

Recreational fishing for groundfish and halibut is prohibited within the North Coast 593 

Recreational Yelloweye Rockfish Conservation Area (YRCA).  594 

h. Closed conservation areas 595 

Recreational fishing for groundfish and halibut is prohibited within the North Coast 596 

Recreational Yelloweye Rockfish Conservation Area (YRCA). The North Coast 597 

Recreational YRCA is a C-shaped area off the northern Washington coast and is defined 598 

by straight lines connecting latitude and longitude coordinates. Coordinates for the North 599 

Coast Recreational YRCA are specified in groundfish regulations at 50 CFR 660.70(b) and 600 

will be described annually in federal halibut regulations published in the Federal Register. 601 

 South Coast subarea. 602 

a. Subarea allocation 603 

This sport fishery is allocated 12.3 percent of the first 130,845 lbs allocated to the 604 

Washington sport fishery, and 32 percent of the Washington sport allocation betweenabove 605 

130,845 lbsand 224,110 lbs, except as provided in section 5.8. 606 

b. Geographic location 607 

This subarea is defined as waters south of the Queets River (47° 31.70' N. lat.) and north 608 

of Leadbetter Point (46° 38.17' N. lat.). 609 

The nearshore fishery takes place in the area from 47°31.70’ N. lat. south to 46°58.00’ N. 610 

lat. and east of a boundary line approximating the 30-fathom depth contour as defined by 611 

the following coordinates: 612 
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47° 31.70´ N. lat., 124° 37.03´ W. long.; 613 

47° 25.67´ N. lat., 124° 34.79´ W. long.; 614 

47° 12.82´ N. lat., 124° 29.12´ W. long.; and 615 

46° 58.00´ N. lat., 124° 24.24´ W. long. 616 

c. Management objectives 617 

The season will be structured with the primary goal of utilizing the subarea quota during 618 

the months of May and June and to use any remaining quota in August and September if 619 

that goal is not achieved. The south coast subarea quota will be allocated to the all-depth 620 

(primary) fishery; a nearshore fishery may be opened based on the considerations described 621 

belowif sufficient quota remains. 622 

d. Season structure 623 

Season dates for the primary fishery will be developed by the end of November each year 624 

for the following year. The primary fishery season will open in early May, with the 625 

flexibility to open on April 30 in years when April 30 falls on a Thursday. During May the 626 

season may be open up to threefour days per week (Thursday, Friday, Sunday, and 627 

Tuesday), and three days per week (Tuesday, Thursday, Sunday) in June if sufficient quota 628 

remains, then open up to eight days in June. 629 

Season structure may include periodic closures to assess the remaining quota for the 630 

subarea. If sufficient quota remains after the final open day in June, additional openings 631 

may be implemented in August and September up to seven days per week.  632 

If there is insufficient quota remaining to reopen the primary fishery for another fishing 633 

day, the remaining primary fishery quota will be used to open a nearshore fishery. 634 

WDFW will make a recommendation to NMFS on the decision to reopen the all-depth or 635 

nearshore fishery after consultation with the public. 636 

e. Landing restrictions 637 

The daily bag limit is one halibut per person, with no size limit. 638 

f. Inseason adjustments 639 

Consistent with section 6.8. 640 

If quota remains but is insufficient to open the primary fishery for one day, then the 641 

nearshore fishery may open the first Saturday subsequent to the closure of the primary 642 

fishery and will be open seven days per week until the remaining quota is projected to be 643 

taken.   644 

If the fishery is closed prior to September 30, and there is insufficient quota remaining to 645 

reopen the nearshore area for another fishing day, then any remaining quota may be 646 

transferred inseason to another Washington coastal subarea by NMFS. Inseason transfers 647 

may be limited to situations where they are necessary to keep catch across all subareas 648 

below the quota available to the Washington subareas in total. See section 6.8.2 for Notice 649 

Procedures 650 

g. Groundfish regulations 651 
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During days open to the primary fishery and seaward of the 30-fathom line, and seaward 652 

of the deepwater lingcod closure area, lingcod may be taken, retained, and possessed when 653 

allowed by groundfish regulations. 654 

h. Closed conservation areas 655 

None identified in this document.  656 

6.10 Columbia River subarea 657 

a. Subarea allocation 658 

This sport fishery subarea is allocated 2.0 percent of the first 130,845 lbs allocated to the 659 

Washington sport fishery, and 4.0 percent of the Washington sport allocation between 660 

above 130,845 lbs and 224,110 lbs, except as provided in section 5.8. This subarea is also 661 

allocated 2.3 percent of the Oregon sport allocation, and any quota over 8,000 lbs from the 662 

Southern Oregon Subarea. 663 

A nearshore fishery is allocated 500 lbs of the Columbia River subarea quota. The 664 

remaining Columbia River subarea quota will be allocated to the all-depth (primary) 665 

fishery.  666 

b. Geographic location 667 

This subarea is defined as waters south of Leadbetter Point, WA (46° 38.17' N. lat.) and 668 

north of Cape Falcon, OR (45° 46.00' N. lat.). 669 

The nearshore area is described as the area shoreward of the boundary line approximating 670 

the 30-fathom (55 m) depth contour extending from Leadbetter Point, WA (46° 38.17' N. 671 

lat., 124° 15.88' W. long.) to the Washington-Oregon border (46° 16.00' N. lat., 124° 15.88' 672 

W. long.) and from there, connecting to the regulatory line approximating the 40-fathom 673 

(73 m) depth contour in Oregon. Coordinates will be specifically defined at 50 CFR 660.71 674 

through 660.74. 675 

c. Management objectives 676 

This subarea may includes both an primary all-depth (primary) fishery and a secondary all-677 

depth fishery, depending on projected attainment of quota through June 30 (see 6.10.d) 678 

nearshore fishery.  The nearshore fishery is to allow incidental halibut retention on 679 

groundfish trips in the specific area described in section 6.10.a. The overall management 680 

objective is to maximize fishing opportunity while achieving but not exceeding the subarea 681 

quota. 682 

d. Season structure 683 

The all-depth fishery will begin in May, with the flexibility to open on April 30 in years 684 

when April 30 falls on a Thursday. Open dates will be determined after consultation 685 

between Oregon and Washington Departments of Fish and Wildlife, and in time for 686 

Council final action at the November meeting.   687 

If the Area 2A FCEY is at least 1.3 million pounds, during May, the all-depth fishery may 688 

be open up to three days per week, Thursday, Friday, and Sunday, and during June up to 689 

three days per week, Thursday, Friday, and Sunday as fixed dates, with two days per week, 690 

Monday and Tuesday, as back- up dates to be opened if at least 55 percent of the subarea 691 

sufficient quota remains as of May 25, except the fishery would not open the last Monday 692 

or Tuesday in June to reduce interactions with the commercial directed halibut fishery. This 693 

determination of whether quota is sufficient to open the back-up dates may be based on a 694 
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projection using data through the third statistical week in May. The reference threshold for 695 

opening the back-up days is 55 percent or greater of the subarea quota remaining through 696 

the fourth statistical week of May but the determination may consider other factors such as 697 

catch across all subareas and the overall likelihood of the subareas reopening in August or 698 

September. 699 

If the Area 2A FCEY is less than 1.3 million pounds, the all-depth fishery may be open up 700 

to three days per week, Thursday, Friday, and Sunday, during the months of May and June. 701 

If sufficient quota remains after the final open day in June, then additional openings may 702 

be implemented in August and September up to seven days per week until September 30. 703 

The determination of whether sufficient quota remains may take into account the available 704 

quota across all subareas and the likelihood that it will be caught in full by the end of the 705 

season. 706 

The nearshore fishery may be open up to seven days per week following the opening of the 707 

all-depth fishery, until the nearshore allocation is taken or September 30, whichever is 708 

earlier. This fishery is superseded by the all-depth fisheries when both are open. On days 709 

when the all-depth halibut fishery is closed and the nearshore fishery is open, taking, 710 

retaining, possessing or landing halibut on groundfish trips is only allowed in the nearshore 711 

area. 712 

e. Landing restrictions 713 

The daily bag limit is one halibut per person, with no size limit. 714 

f. Inseason adjustments 715 

Consistent with section 6.8. 716 

 717 

Subsequent to the primary fishery closure, if there is insufficient quota remaining in the 718 

Columbia River subarea for another fishing day, then any remaining quota may be 719 

transferred inseason to another Washington and/or Oregon subarea by NMFS. Inseason 720 

transfers may be limited to situations where they are necessary to keep catch across all 721 

subareas below the quota available to the Washington and Oregon subareas in total. See 722 

section 6.8.2 for Notice Procedures. 723 

Any remaining quota would be transferred to each state in proportion to its contribution. 724 

g. Groundfish regulations 725 

When fishing Anglers and with halibut onboard the vessel may retain, possess, or land only 726 

the following species unless otherwise prohibited by state for federal groundfish 727 

regulations:  728 

nNorth of the Washington-Oregon border (46° 16.00′ N. lat.): 729 

• During the recreational all-depth halibut fishery, when allowed by groundfish 730 

regulations and halibut are onboard the vessel, only sWhen fishing in the all-depth 731 

fishery: 732 

o a sablefish, Pacific cod, flatfish species, lingcod, yellowtail rockfish, 733 

widow rockfish, canary rockfish, redstriped rockfish, greenstriped 734 

rockfish, silvergray rockfish, chilipepper, bocaccio, and blue/deacon 735 

rockfish may be retained, possessed, or landed. 736 
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 737 

When fishing sSouth of the Washington-Oregon border (46° 16.00′ N. lat.):  738 

• During the recreational halibut all-depth fishery, wWhen the all-depth fishery is 739 

openfishing in the all-depth fishery;  740 

o and the groundfish fishery is restricted by depth;  741 

▪ sablefish, Pacific cod and flatfish species; and and halibut are onboard 742 

the vessel, only  743 

 Iif fishing with long-leader gear (as defined at § 660.351): yellowtail 744 

rockfish, widow rockfish, canary rockfish, redstriped rockfish, 745 

greenstriped rockfish, silvergray rockfish, chilipepper, bocaccio, and 746 

blue rockfish, and/ deacon if caught;rockfish. 747 

Otherwise: sablefish, Pacific cod and flatfish species species may be 748 

taken and retained, possessed, or landed.  749 

During days open to all-depth halibut fishing when the groundfish 750 

fishery is restricted by depth and when halibut are onboard the vessel, 751 

yellowtail rockfish, widow rockfish, canary rockfish, redstriped 752 

rockfish, greenstriped rockfish, silvergray rockfish, chilipepper, 753 

bocaccio, and blue/deacon rockfish may be retained possessed or landed 754 

when caught with long-leader gear (as defined at § 660.351). During 755 

days open to all-depth halibut fishing when the g 756 

o and when the groundfish fishery is open to all depths:,  757 

▪ any groundfish species permitted under the groundfish regulations may 758 

be retained, possessed, or landed if halibut are on aboard the vesse. 759 

• l. During days open to nearshore halibut fishing, flatfish species may be taken and 760 

retained seaward of the seasonal groundfish depths restrictions, if halibut are onboard 761 

the vessel. 762 

h. Closed conservation areas 763 

None identified in this document. 764 

6.11 Oregon Coast subarea 765 

Oregon sport fisheries are allocated 29.7 percent of the total non-tribal FCEY. This allocation is 766 

distributed to two subareas within the state, plus the Columbia River subarea (section 6.10 above). 767 

 768 

Management objectives for the Oregon sport fisheries are to establish season structures for each 769 

subarea that maximize fishing opportunity and achieve but not exceed subarea allocations.  770 

Flexibility through timely inseason action, such as opening additional fishing days or shifting 771 

allocation between subareas, may be necessary to achieve the overall Oregon sport allocation and 772 

fishery objectives. 773 

 Oregon Central Coast subarea 774 

a. Subarea allocation 775 

This sport fishery subarea is allocated 93.79 percent of the Oregon sport allocation. 776 
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Portions (subquotas) of this subarea allocation are distributed to certain fisheries within 777 

this subarea based on the amount of the overall Area 2A FCEY as described in sections 778 

6.11.1.c and 6.11.1.d. 779 

b. Geographic location 780 

This subarea extends from Cape Falcon (45° 46.00' N. lat.) to Humbug Mountain, Oregon 781 

(42° 40.50' N. lat.). 782 

The nearshore area is described as the area shoreward of the regulatory line approximating 783 

the 40-fathom (73 m) depth contour in Oregon. Coordinates will be specifically defined at 784 

50 CFR 660.71 through 660.74. 785 

c. Management objectives 786 

If the overall 2A FCEY is 700,000 lbs or greater, the structuring objectives for this subarea 787 

are to provide two seasons of all-depth halibut fishing; one in the spring and another in the 788 

summer, along with nearshore fishing opportunities during days closed to all-depth halibut. 789 

If the overall 2A FCEY is less than 700,000 lbs, the structuring objectives for this subarea 790 

are to provide a period of all-depth halibut fishing beginning in spring, along with 791 

nearshore fishing opportunities to extend halibut fishing into summer months. 792 

The overall management objective is to maximize fishing opportunity while achieving but 793 

not exceeding the subarea quota. Any amount of sub-quota that is not needed to extend the 794 

nearshore season through October 31 will be added to either the spring or summer all-depth 795 

season sub-quota if it can be used, and any amount remaining unharvested from the summer 796 

all-depth season subquota will be added to the nearshore season subquota, if it can be used. 797 

If the Oregon Central Coast subarea allocation (all-depth and nearshore combined) is 798 

200,000 pounds or greater, the daily bag limit may be increased to two fish per day, based 799 

on consultation between ODFW, NMFS, IPHC, and PFMC with the intent of taking the 800 

entire subarea allocation by October 31. Following the IPHC Annual Meeting, ODFW will 801 

arrange a public input process to develop recommendations to NMFS on the daily bag 802 

limit. 803 

d. Season structure 804 

There are three general seasons for this subarea - nearshore, spring all-depth and summer 805 

all-depth.   806 

i.Nearshore 807 

The nearshore fishery is allocated 10,000 lbs of the Oregon Central Coast subarea 808 

quota if the Area 2A FCEY is 1,2700,000 lbs or greater, 12 percent if the Area 2A 809 

FCEY is 700,000 lbs or greater and less than 1,200,000 lbs, or 25 percent if the 810 

Area 2A FCEY is less than 700,000 lbs.  811 

The nearshore season opens June May 1, seven days per week, only in waters 812 

shoreward of the 40-fathom (73 m) regulatory line, unless the sub-quota is 25,000 813 

lbs or greater, then it opens May 1unless the Area 2A FCEY is less than 1.2M lbs, 814 

then it may be postponed and open on June 1. The fishery continues until the sub-815 
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quota is taken, or until October 31, whichever is earlier. This fishery is superseded 816 

by the all-depth fisheries when both are open.  817 

ii.Spring all-depth  818 

The spring season sub-quota is 75 percent of the Oregon Central Coast subarea 819 

quota if the Area 2A FCEY is 1,200,000 lbs or greater, 63 percent if the Area 2A 820 

FCEY is 700,000 lbs or greater and less than 1,200,000 lbs, or 75 percent if the 821 

Area 2A FCEY is less than 700,000 lbs.  822 

The spring season is an all-depth fishery that may begin as early as May 1, up to 823 

seven days per week, with two distinct opening types (“Fixed” and “Back-up”). 824 

Fixed dates will be established preseason prior to the first spring opener and will 825 

not be modified inseason except if the combined Oregon all-depth spring and 826 

summer season total quotas are estimated to be achieved, then any remaining Fixed 827 

dates will be closed. The number of Fixed dates will be based on the projected 828 

harvest per day with the intent of not exceeding the subarea sub-quota for the 829 

season.  Recent year catch rates and harvest weights will be used as a guideline for 830 

setting up the spring season each year. Additionally, ODFW will arrange a public 831 

input process shortly after the IPHC annual meeting to develop recommendations 832 

to NMFS on the open dates for the Fixed and Back-up dates each year.  833 

If current year trends and projections indicate that the sub-quota for the spring all-834 

depth season will remain unharvested following the Fixed dates, additional 835 

openings may occur. ODFW will consult with IPHC, NMFS, and PFMC to 836 

determine if any (and how many) Back-up dates will open.  Available Back-up 837 

dates will be identified preseason, though announced inseason.  838 

If the Area 2A FCEY is 700,000 lbs. or greater, then the fishery will continue until 839 

there is insufficient quota available for an additional day of fishing or July 31, 840 

whichever is earlier. The summer all-depth season will then open in August 841 

(6.11.1.d.iii). If the Area 2A FCEY is less than 700,000 lbs, then the fishery will 842 

continue until there is insufficient quota available for an additional day of fishing 843 

or October 31, whichever is earlier. 844 

iii. Summer all-depth 845 

The summer season sub-quota is 25 percent, or 25 percent of the Oregon Central 846 

Coast subarea quota minus the 10,000 lbs allocated to the nearshore fishery, of the 847 

Oregon Central Coast subarea quota if the Area 2A FCEY is 700,000 lbs or greater. 848 

If the Area 2A FCEY is less than 700,000 lbs, the summer all-depth season is void. 849 

If a sub-quota is allocated to this season, the season will begin on August 1 and 850 

continue until there is insufficient quota available for an additional day of fishing 851 

or October 31, whichever is earlier.  852 

If the entire Oregon Central Coast subarea remaining allocation is greater than (or 853 

projected to be greater than) 50,000 lbs upon the completion of the spring all-depth 854 

season (July 31), the summer all-depth season will be open seven days per week, 855 

every week, beginning August 1. If the remaining subarea quota is less than (or 856 
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projected to be less than) 50,000 lbs, the summer all-depth season will open every 857 

other week, with the first opener beginning on August 1 through the first Sunday 858 

of August and closed for the following full week in August (Monday through 859 

Sunday). The season will continue (either every week or every other week) until 860 

there is insufficient quota available for an additional day of fishing or October 31, 861 

whichever is earlier.  862 

If after the Labor Day weekend the entire remaining quota for the Oregon Central 863 

Coast subarea (combined all-depth and nearshore sub-quotas) is 30,000 lbs or more 864 

and the fishery is not already open every week, the fishery will then be opened 865 

every week if determined to be appropriate through joint consultation between 866 

IPHC, NMFS, PFMC, and ODFW.  867 

All inseason actions will be announced by NMFS.  See section 6.8.2 for Notice 868 

Procedures. 869 

e. Landing restrictions 870 

The daily bag limit is one halibut per person, unless otherwise specified, with no size limit. 871 

During years of higher quotas, the daily bag limit may be increased to two halibut per 872 

person, see management objectives section 6.11.1.c. 873 

f. Inseason adjustments 874 

Consistent with sections 6.8, 6.11.1.c, and 6.11.1.d. 875 

If inseason it is determined via joint consultation between IPHC, NMFS, PFMC, and 876 

ODFW, that the combined all-depth and nearshore seasons will not harvest the entire quota 877 

allocated to the Oregon Central Coast subarea, quota may be transferred inseason to 878 

another subarea between Leadbetter Point, WA and the OR/CA border by NMFS.  See 879 

section 6.8.2 for Notice Procedures. 880 

g. Groundfish regulations 881 

During the recreational halibut all-depth fishery, when the groundfish fishery is restricted 882 

by depth and halibut are onboard the vessel, sablefish, Pacific cod, and flatfish species may 883 

be taken and retained, possessed, or landed, and yellowtail rockfish, widow rockfish, 884 

canary rockfish, redstriped rockfish, greenstriped rockfish, silvergray rockfish, chilipepper, 885 

bocaccio, and blue/deacon rockfishblue rockfish, and deacon rockfish may be retained, 886 

possessed, or landed when caught with long-leader gear (as defined at § 660.351).   887 

During days open to all-depth halibut fishing when the groundfish fishery is open to all 888 

depths, any groundfish species permitted under the groundfish regulations may be retained, 889 

possessed, or landed regardless of whether halibut are onboard the vessel.   890 

During days only open to nearshore halibut fishing (all-depth halibut fishing is closed), 891 

flatfish species may NOT be taken and retained seaward of the 40-fathom regulatory line 892 

if halibut are onboard the vessel. 893 

h. Closed conservation areas 894 
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Recreational fishing for groundfish and halibut is prohibited within the Stonewall Bank 895 

YRCA. The Stonewall Bank YRCA is an area off central Oregon, near Stonewall Bank, 896 

and is defined by straight lines connecting latitude and longitude coordinates. Coordinates 897 

for the Stonewall Bank YRCA are specified in groundfish regulations at 50 CFR 660.70 898 

(h) and will be described annually in federal halibut regulations published in the Federal 899 

Register. 900 

 Southern Oregon subarea 901 

a. Subarea allocation 902 

This sport fishery is allocated 3.91 percent of the Oregon sport allocation, up to a maximum 903 

of 8,000 lbs. Any allocation over that amount will be re-allocated to the Columbia River 904 

subarea. 905 

b. Geographic location 906 

This area is defined as the area south of Humbug Mountain, OR (42° 40.50' N. lat.) to the 907 

OR/CA Border (42° 00.00' N. lat.). 908 

c. Management objectives 909 

Provide the opportunity to maximize fishing opportunity and achieve but not exceed the 910 

subarea quota. 911 

d. Season structure 912 

This fishery will open May 1, seven days per week until the Southern Oregon subarea quota 913 

is taken or October 31, whichever is earlier. 914 

e. Landing restrictions 915 

The daily bag limit is one halibut per person with no size limit, unless the Oregon Central 916 

Coast subarea bag limit is increased to two halibut, then the Southern Oregon subarea will 917 

increase to two halibut at the same time. 918 

f. Inseason adjustments 919 

Consistent with section 6.8. 920 

g. Groundfish regulations 921 

No groundfish may be taken and retained, possessed, or landed, in areas closed to 922 

groundfish, except sablefish, Pacific cod, and flatfish species, if halibut are onboard the 923 

vessel and when allowed by groundfish regulations, yellowtail rockfish, widow rockfish, 924 

canary rockfish, redstriped rockfish, greenstriped rockfish, silvergray rockfish, chilipepper, 925 

bocaccio, and blue/deacon rockfish may be retained possessed or landed when caught with 926 

longleader gear (as defined at § 660.351). When the groundfish fishery is restricted by 927 

depth and halibut are onboard the vessel, sablefish, Pacific cod, and flatfish species may 928 

be taken and retained, possessed, or landed, and yellowtail rockfish, widow rockfish, 929 

canary rockfish, redstriped rockfish, greenstriped rockfish, silvergray rockfish, chilipepper, 930 

bocaccio, blue rockfish, and deacon rockfish may be retained, possessed, or landed when 931 

caught with long-leader gear (as defined at § 660.351).   932 

When the groundfish fishery is open to all depths, any groundfish species permitted under 933 

the groundfish regulations may be retained, possessed, or landed regardless of whether 934 

halibut are onboard the vessel. 935 
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h. Closed conservation areas 936 

None identified in this document. 937 

6.12 California Coast subareas 938 

California sport fisheries are allocated 4.0 percent of the total non-tribal FCEY. This allocation is 939 

shared between two subareas within the State divided at Pt. Arena (38°57.5’ N. lat.),  940 

 Northern California subarea 941 

a. Subarea allocation 942 

This sport fishery subarea is allocated 4.0 percent of the non-tribal allocation, except 500 943 

pounds will be subtracted and assigned to the South of Pt. Arena subarea. 944 

b. Geographic location 945 

This area is defined as the area south of the OR/CA Border (42° 00.00' N. lat.) to Point 946 

Arena (38°57.5’ N. lat.) 947 

c. Management objectives 948 

Maximize fishing opportunity and achieve but not exceed the subquota. Flexibility through 949 

timely inseason action may be necessary to achieve but not exceed the Area 2A FCEY. 950 

d. Season structure 951 

The fishery will be structured to provide recreational fishing opportunity seven days per 952 

week, from May 1 / April 1 [update pending the November 2025 Council meeting] until 953 

November 15 or until the quota is projected to be taken, whichever is earlier. Additional 954 

closed periods during this season, such as closed weeks or months and including a later 955 

opening date, may be established preseason by NMFS based on the subarea quota and 956 

projected catch. 957 

e. Landing restrictions 958 

The daily bag limit is one halibut per person, with no size limit. 959 

f. Inseason adjustments 960 

Consistent with section 6.8. 961 

 962 

If inseason, it is determined via joint consultation between IPHC, NMFS, PFMC, and 963 

CDFW, that the Northern California subarea will not harvest the entire quota allocated to 964 

that area, quota may be transferred inseason to the South of Point Arena subarea by NMFS. 965 

 966 

Closure of the fishery or other inseason adjustments will be made by NMFS.  See section 967 

6.8.2 for Notice Procedures. 968 

g. Groundfish regulations 969 

None identified in this document. 970 

h. Closed conservation areas 971 

None identified in this document. 972 

 South of Point Arena subarea 973 

a. Subarea allocation 974 

This sport fishery subarea is assigned 500 pounds of the California sport allocation. 975 
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b. Geographic location 976 

This area is defined as Pt Arena (38°57.5’ N. lat.) south to the US/Mexico border. 977 

c. Management objectives 978 

Maximize fishing opportunity and achieve but not exceed the subquota. Flexibility through 979 

timely inseason action may be necessary to achieve but not exceed the Area 2A FCEY. 980 

d. Season structure 981 

Season may be open May 1 / April 1 [update pending the November 2025 Council meeting] 982 

through December 31, or until subarea limit is met. 983 

e. Landing restrictions 984 

The daily bag limit is one halibut per person, with no size limit. 985 

f. Inseason adjustments 986 

Consistent with section 6.8. 987 

Closure of the fishery or other inseason adjustments will be made by NMFS.  See section 988 

6.8.2 for Notice Procedures. 989 

g. Groundfish regulations 990 

None identified in this document. 991 

h. Closed conservation areas 992 

None identified in this document. 993 

7.0 PROCEDURES FOR IMPLEMENTATION 994 

Each year, NMFS will publish a proposed rule with any regulatory modifications necessary to 995 

implement the Plan for the following year, with a request for public comments. The comment 996 

period will extend until after the IPHC annual meeting, so that the public will have the opportunity 997 

to consider the final Area 2A FCEY before submitting comments. After the Area 2A FCEY is 998 

known, and after NMFS reviews public comments, NMFS will implement final rules governing 999 

the Area 2A sport fisheries and the non-tribal directed commercial fishery. The final ratio of halibut 1000 

to Chinook to be allowed as incidental catch in the salmon troll fishery will be published with the 1001 

annual salmon management measures. 1002 

Sources: 1003 

90 FR 13293 (March 21, 2025) 74 FR 11681 (March 19, 2009) 

89 FR 46824 (May 30, 2024) 73 FR 12280 (March 7, 2008) 

89 FR 22966 (April 3, 2024) 72 FR 11792 (March 14, 2007) 

88 FR 21503 (April 11, 2023) 71 FR 10850 (March 3, 2006) 

87 FR 19007 (March 31, 2022) 70 FR 20304 (April 19, 2005 

86 FR 20638 (April 20, 2021) 69 FR 24524 (May 4, 2004) 

85 FR 25317 (May 1, 2020) 68 FR 10989 (March 7, 2003) 

84 FR 17960 (April 29, 2019) 67 FR 12885 (March 20, 2002) 

83 FR 13090 (March 26, 2018) 66 FR 15801 (March 21, 2001) 

82 FR 18581 (April 20, 2017) 65 FR 14909 (March 20, 2000) 

81 FR 18789 (April 1, 2016) 64 FR 13519 (March 19, 1999) 

80 FR 17344 (April 1, 2015) 63 FR 13000 (March 17, 1998) 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/21/2025-04803/pacific-halibut-fisheries-catch-sharing-plan-2025-annual-management-measures
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/05/30/2024-11866/pacific-halibut-fisheries-of-the-west-coast-2024-catch-sharing-plan-and-recreational-management
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/03/2024-07015/pacific-halibut-fisheries-of-the-west-coast-2023-catch-sharing-plan-and-recreational-management
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/11/2023-07328/pacific-halibut-fisheries-of-the-west-coast-2023-catch-sharing-plan-and-recreational-management
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/04/01/2022-06834/pacific-halibut-fisheries-catch-sharing-plan?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/04/21/2021-08242/pacific-halibut-fisheries-catch-sharing-plan
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79 FR 18827 (April 4, 2014) 62 FR 12759 (March 18, 1997) 

78 FR 16423 (March 15,2013) 61 FR 11337 (March 20, 1996) 

77 FR 16740 (March 22, 2012) 60 FR 14651 (March 20, 1995) 

76 FR 14300 (March 16, 2011) 59 FR 22522 (May 2, 1994) 

75 FR 13024 (March 18, 2010) 58 FR 17791 (April 6, 1993) 

74 FR 11681 (March 19, 2009)  
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