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COASTAL PELAGIC SPECIES MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORT ON PACIFIC 
MACKEREL ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES FOR 2025-27 - FINAL 

ACTION 

The Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team (CPSMT), the Coastal Pelagic Species Advisory 
Subpanel, and the Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) reviewed the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) Southwest Fisheries Science Center’s catch-only stock assessment of 
the Pacific mackerel (Agenda Item G.4, Attachment 1). The catch-only projection provides harvest 
guidelines (HGs) for managing the Pacific mackerel resource for fishing years 2025-26 and 2026-
27. The next assessment is scheduled to be an update in 2027 (Agenda Item J.3, November 2024). 

Harvest and Management Specifications 

The CPSMT recommends adopting the overfishing limit (OFL), acceptable biological catch 
(ABC), annual catch limit (ACL) equal to the ABC, and HG for fishing seasons 2025-26 and 2026-
27 as presented in Tables 1 and 2 below. These values are based on a Tier 2 assessment (Table 3) 
as specified by the SSC (Agenda Item G.4.a, Supplemental SSC Report 1). The CPSMT 
recommends a P* of 0.45 as the risk of exceeding this year’s SSC-recommended OFL is very low. 
Recent landings in U.S. Pacific mackerel fisheries (< 1,400 mt annually since 2020; see Table 2 
in the assessment) are very low relative to this OFL. The CPSMT also recommends an incidental 
set aside of 1,000 mt each fishing year and associated annual catch targets (ACTs) 1,000 mt less 
than the corresponding HGs. These values are also included in Tables 1 and 2.  

The CPSMT further recommends that for each separate fishing year, should the directed fishery 
realize the ACT, NMFS close the directed fishery and shift to an incidental-only fishery for the 
remainder of the fishing season. The CPSMT recommends a 45 percent incidental landing 
allowance when Pacific mackerel are landed with other CPS, with the exception that up to 3 mt of 
Pacific mackerel per landing could be landed in non-CPS fisheries. 

 

  

https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2025/03/g-4-attachment-1-catch-only-stock-assessment-of-pacific-mackerel-for-u-s-management-in-2025-26-and-2026-27-fishing-years.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/november-2024-decision-summary-document/#coastal-pelagic-species-management-toc-2e957b41-98e9-4991-859f-2208bf300938
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2025/04/g-4-a-supplemental-ssc-report-1-scientific-and-statistical-committee-report-on-pacific-mackerel-specifications-and-management-measures-for-2025-27-final-action.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2025/04/g-4-a-supplemental-ssc-report-1-scientific-and-statistical-committee-report-on-pacific-mackerel-specifications-and-management-measures-for-2025-27-final-action.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2025/04/g-4-a-supplemental-ssc-report-1-scientific-and-statistical-committee-report-on-pacific-mackerel-specifications-and-management-measures-for-2025-27-final-action.pdf/
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Table 1.  CPSMT Proposed 2025-26 Pacific Mackerel Harvest Specifications (mt) 

Biomass 61,737 

OFL 12,965 

ABC0.45  (Tier 2) 10,084 

ACL (=ABC) 10,084 

HG 9,143 

ACT 8,143 

Incidental 1,000 

 

Table 2. CPSMT Proposed 2026-27 Pacific Mackerel Harvest Specifications (mt) 

Biomass 67,954 

OFL 14,270 

ABC0.45  (Tier 2) 11,099 

ACL (=ABC) 11,099 

HG 10,448 

ACT 9,448 

Incidental 1,000 
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Table 3. Pacific mackerel harvest control rules (HCR) for fishing years from the base 
model: A) 2025-26; and B) 2026-27. ABC buffers for Tiers 1 and 2 have been corrected to 
account for years from last assessment. (Source: Agenda Item G.4, Supplemental SSC Report 
1: Catch-Only Stock Assessment of Pacific Mackerel for U.S. Management in 2025-26 and 2026-
27 Fishing Years) 

a) Fishing Year 2025-26 

 

b) Fishing Year 2026-27

 
 
 

PFMC 
 04/12/25 

https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2025/04/g-4-a-supplemental-ssc-report-1-scientific-and-statistical-committee-report-on-pacific-mackerel-specifications-and-management-measures-for-2025-27-final-action.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2025/04/g-4-a-supplemental-ssc-report-1-scientific-and-statistical-committee-report-on-pacific-mackerel-specifications-and-management-measures-for-2025-27-final-action.pdf/

