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NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARIES OF THE WEST COAST

Today’s Topics

Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary
Designation

e Condition reports, assessing changing ocean
conditions, management plan reviews

e Research and restoration
e Outreach and partnerships

e Resource protection



New Sanctuary Designation

e £ I 3 B = I i

- Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary

San Luis Obispo
County { Oregon 4[

San Luis Obispo

Morro Bay

Point Buchon

Pismo Beach ~ \“California

Pacific
Ocean \L;
Enlarged® < L
Santa Maria Area N o
- . L pa
_— Point Sal
Santa Barbara
A County
Z Lompoc
o s :
e c PointArguello Gaviot
- N~
b 1 Point Conception
N
3 5
-
| Sancluary Boundary :
| ] (4,543 square miles) ‘ - o “/1 ”
. a— - o)

' -~ \
’l 1 I} L ) ' GSUMB, Esni, Garmin, NaturalViie SIS

Goals for the Newly Designated

Sanctuary:

Protect nationally significant natural,
cultural, and historical resources

Guide comprehensive ecosystem- and
community-based management for
multiple uses

Recognize and aid public awareness of
Indigenous heritage and culture in the
area



e Final environmental impact statement —
September 6, 2024

e Final rule, final management plan, record of
decision — October 11, 2024

e Became effective — November 30, 2024

e No prohibitions directly affect lawful
fishing activities

https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/chumash-heritage/




Managing Sanctuaries into the Future

Management Plan Review

Condition Report: assess Assessing Changing Ocean

current condition of resources Conditions: project future condition
) : of resources based on current
by using available data

conditions + projected conditions

Resulting in management plan grounded
in current conditions and
reflecting anticipated changes




Sanctuary Watch

https://sanctuarywatch.ioos.us/



Condition Reports
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Assessing Changing Ocean Conditions - GFNMS/CBNMS

Images: NOAA




Assessing Changing Ocean Conditions - OCNMS
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Management Plan Reviews
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Research & Restoration: Deep-Sea Coral
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Research: Deep-Sea Coral
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Outreach & Partnerships
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California MPA Petitions
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sadieezs Wk ‘ VOLUNTARY VESSEL SPEED REDUCTION ZONE
% PontArena TQ REDUCE IMPACT OF SHIP STRIKES ON WHALES

NOAA, USCG, and EPA strongly recommend vessels 300 gross tons or larger
transit the Vessel Speed Reduction Zone (shown in gray in the map) at 10 knots

| u 5 4 ; D
| ! or less and prioritize use of the western traffic lane when traveling in the San
I I n a n a e S | R f 73 Francisco Offshore TSS from May 1 - December 31, 2024.
4 - These areas contain populations of endangered blue, humpback and fin
i S whales which are federally protected under the Federal Endangered
2 Species Act (16 USC 1538 et seq.), the Marine Mammal Protection Act
. (16)USC 1361 et seq.), and the National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16
USC 1431 et seq).
'§C' q)
31;;:3523,:, :‘V i Please report any collisions with whales or any observed
injured or dead whales to NOAA at 877-SOS-WHALe
(877-767-9425) or to the U.S. Coast Guard on VHF Channel
16. If you see whales, please record the date and location,
the number of whales, the species (if known) and a
description of the animals and report sightings through
WhaleAlert, a free application available at:
http:/iwestcoast.whalealert.org.

For more details, please contact Jessica Morten at
jessica.morten@noaa.gov
or 805-203-3186
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VOLUNTARY VESSEL SPEED REDUCTION ZONE Californis, U.SA.
O REDUCE IMPACT OF SHIP STRIKES ON WHALES

NOAA, USCG, and EPA strongly recommend that vessels 300 GT or larger transit the Vessel
Speed Reduction Zone at 10 knots or less from May 1 — December 15, 2024. These areas
contain populations of endangered blue, humpback and fin whales that are federally protected
under the Federal Endangered Species Act (16 USC 1538 et seq.), the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (16 USC 1361 et seq.), and the National Marine Sanctuaries Act

(16 USC 1431 et seq.).

The southern California Voluntary Vessel Speed Reduction Zone extends from approximately Dana Point to Pt.

. Arguello as depicted below and vessels are requested to transit at 10 knots or less anywhere in this zone.

34° 34,7488 Vessels already transiting south of the northern Channel Islands are also encouraged to transit outside of the
Area To Be Avoided (ATBA) to reduce the overlap of ships and endangered whales. Every effort should be
made to comply with any instruction received from the Navy when transiting south of the

Pt. Conception
Santa Barbara Channel Islands.

212.7234 ik Pt. Arguello

Please report any collisions with whales or any
observed injured or dead whales to NOAA at 877-SOS-
WHALe (877-767-9425) or to the U.S. Coast Guard on
—= VHF Channel 186. If you see whales, please record the
=== date and location, the number of whales, the species (if
v - } i known) and a description of the animals and report
‘ & sightings through WhaleAlert, a free application
NOAA;:”E“’” L available at http://westcoast.whalealert.org.

_ For more details, please contact Sean Hastings at
sean.hastings@noaa.gov or (805) 893-6424.

133° 18,066 e -
21° 12.7234: & s -

[ 2024 Voluntary Vessel Speed Reduction Zone
I Area To Be Avoided (ATBA)

NOAA Channel Islands National Marine ors through the n and northern approach 1o and from the Port Of Los

i y Angeles and Long Beach (LA/LB) are advised the established TSS thiough the Santa Barbara
Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) Channel as shown on NOAA and Admiralty charts is the only International Maritime Organization
80 T . (IMO) approved routing measure in this area and the Navy advises that continuous hazardous
Nautical Miles : operations may take place at any time on the U.S. Point Mugu Sea Range.
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NOAA Chart 18022 Chart not for navigational purposes. 18 MARCH 2024




Whale Entanglement Response & Prevention

Image: NMSF
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https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/
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