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● Inflation Reduction Act

● West Coast Region

● Northwest Fisheries Science Center

● Southwest Fisheries Science Center

● Aligning West Coast Priorities

Overview
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provides funding for:
● Councils
● Habitat
● Hatcheries
● Data Acquisition & Management 
● Climate, Ecosystems, & Fisheries 

Initiative (CEFI)
● Pacific Salmon Science
● Facilities

Inflation 
Reduction Act

Page 3

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Council Funding (Jen)
NMFS is providing PFMC with approximately $2M in IRA funds which will fully support three Council projects to assist with the regulatory responses to current climate challenges. We envision these projects will increase fishing community resiliency to fishery changes caused by anticipated climate impacts.
	For reference  - Funded PFMC projects:
Innovating the Implementation of Council Actions to Respond to a Dynamic Ocean Environment
Considering the effects of Council management actions on human well-being in vulnerable fishing communities impacted by a changing marine ecosystem
Developing climate-ready fishing methods that mitigate bycatch of non-target, associated species in a changing ecosystem

Habitat (Jen)
To date OHC BIL/IRA funding through the Restoration Center has awarded 60 awards implementing more than 300 individual projects and $433 Million in funding for habitat restoration and fish passage on the West Coast. That is roughly 40% of the total awards and 44% of the funding from the nationwide competition.

There is one more round of BIL funding opportunities coming in the Fall 2024 and Winter/Spring 2025.

I invite you check out the interactive map on the OHC/RC website - it’s user friendly,  searchable, and you can download a description of all the IRA/BIL projects by region.

Hatcheries (Jen)
The WCR helped provide $300 million for fish hatcheries that support tribal priorities.  
Of this total, $60 million is being invested in high-priority deferred repair and maintenance of hatcheries funded by the Mitchell Act. This funding will support Pacific Coast salmon and steelhead fisheries and tribal treaty rights in the Columbia River Basin within the United States v. Oregon forum. 
The remainder ($240 million) is being invested in tribal hatcheries producing Pacific salmon and steelhead, as well as hatcheries that support tribal treaty fishing rights. The funding will focus on deferred maintenance, repairs, and modernization of hatchery infrastructure.
 NOAA Fisheries has transferred the funds to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and BIA will administer the funding. NOAA Fisheries and BIA have conducted engagement and consultation with tribes to help determine the distribution of the funds.

Data Acquisition and Management (Kristen K.)
$145M ($110M, Data Acquisition / $37.5M, Data Modernization)
Advanced technologies, modern data systems, and infrastructure that expand and modernize stock assessments to account for climate change
Cooperative partnerships with fishing industry, academia, state partners
Result:  Increases number and types of observations possible, moving us toward the greater sampling required to manage the nation’s large marine ecosystems.

Climate, Ecosystems, & Fisheries Initiative (Kristen K.)
Cross-agency focus ($40M (OAR: $16M | NMFS: $20M | NOS: $4M):
Develop ocean ecosystem predictions in preparing for climate-driven problems
How the predictions extend to coastal communities and economies
Projected impacts
How coastal communities will use predictions to increase resilience/viability of their fisheries
NMFS:  Establish initial Decision Support Teams and operational production of climate-informed advice at each Fisheries Science Center.

Pacific Salmon Science (Kevin)
$27M for W. Coast salmon research
4 research themes: Integrated Model Development and Application, Ocean and Nearshore Ecology, Restoration, Reintroduction, and Recovery Techniques, Habitat Stressors in Freshwater and Estuary Environments

Facilities (Kevin)
Once-in-a-generation opportunity to reshape our buildings and workspaces. We’re undertaking an unprecedented (for NOAA) number of facilities projects simultaneously.
Manchester (non IRA funding)
Montlake
Western Regional Center






West Coast Region

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
JEN
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Sustainable Fisheries
● Reopening of groundfish areas
● Bluefin tuna rebound and allocation shift
● Responsible offshore wind energy development
● IRA/BIL hatchery funding

Recovery of Protected Species
● Klamath Dam removal
● Pacific Coast Salmon Restoration Fund (PCSRF)
● Resilient Columbia Basin Agreement

Organizational Excellence
● West Coast Geographic Strategic Plan
● Equity and Environmental Justice Implementation Plan

West Coast Region 
FY24 Accomplishments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overarching recognition of the state of fisheries especially in California - Fall Chinook, quillback, halibut and Dungeness Crab.
Before I begin going over the Region’s FY24 accomplishments and FY25 priorities, I want to acknowledge that while NMFS, and the Council, have had some great achievements, we understand that this has been a tough year for a lot of fishermen, their families and coastal communities.  We will continue to take a comprehensive look these issues and will collaborate to find ways to provide as many fishing opportunities as possible, where we can going forward.

Sustainable Fisheries
After rebuilding several important groundfish stocks, we reopened approximately 7,000 square miles of fishing grounds that had been closed for over 20 years. These areas were originally closed in the early 2000s to protect several species of overfished rockfish. With the rebuilt status of almost all these groundfish species, these closed areas are being slowly re-opened and will give fishermen greater access to catch healthy fish stocks. 
As a result of new management measures negotiated and implemented by the WCR, we helped Pacific Bluefin tuna hit its second rebuilding target over a decade earlier than expected. This year we also successfully negotiated increases to U.S. access for this rebuilt stock. We achieved a major U.S. objective - to offer new fishing opportunities by restoring a more historical balance in fishery impact between the Western and Eastern Pacific and shifting the allocation balance between the U.S. and Mexico.
We engaged with the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), the states of Oregon and California, tribes, and the fishing industry to help inform offshore wind siting and leasing.  We also completed a West Coast Offshore Wind Strategic Science Plan identifying our science priorities for offshore wind. 
Highlighting again the $300 million in hatchery funding that will  support Pacific Coast salmon and steelhead fisheries

Protected Species
We served a critically important role in Klamath River dam removal activities, including the removal of four mainstem dams. In September, all equipment was out of the river and volitional passage was restored for the incoming cohort of adult salmon. The Klamath River dam removal sets the stage for salmon and steelhead to access hundreds of miles of habitat including cold water streams and springs that are integral to achieving more viable populations. 
We funded 14 PCSRF habitat restoration projects totaling nearly $106 M
We contributed substantially to negotiating a long-term stay in the decades-long Columbia River System litigation. This effort resulted in a Memorandum of Understanding and commitments to support a Columbia Basin restoration initiative developed by a caucus of states, tribes, and NGOs. Under the Resilient Columbia Basin Agreement (RCBA), the U.S. has committed to studying the reintroduction of salmon into the Upper Columbia River blocked areas, studying replacement services to inform future decisions on breaching lower Snake River dams, and focusing additional resources to restore habitat in the Mid-Columbia River geography. WCR staff worked diligently to support critical elements of the RCBA such as implementing agreed-upon hydropower operations, supporting Upper Columbia reintroduction NEPA compliance efforts, completing a cold water refuge plan, and working with regional parties on a 10-year mid-Columbia habitat restoration plan.

Organizational Excellence
We published our new geographic strategic plan to align NOAA Fisheries West Coast actions with the goals and mission of NOAA Fisheries and the Department of Commerce. The plan will serve as guidance for planning, budgeting, and execution between 2024-2027. 
We also created the West Coast EEJ Implementation Plan, marking our first steps towards developing more robust engagement with both internal and external communities. Designed to bring equity and environmental justice to the work we do every day all across the West Coast, it outlines the initiatives we plan to implement over the coming months and years. 
Thank you for your input in the development of these plans. We look forward to working together to implement these plans to address important West Coast issues like climate change, offshore development, sustainable fisheries, and protected species recovery.
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● Harvest specifications and management measures
● Support climate ready fisheries
● Support fishing communities 
● Fixed Gear Take Reduction Team
● Saltwater recreational angler engagement
● California Eelgrass Mitigation Policy
● Resilient Columbia Basin Agreement
● Responsible offshore wind/energy development
● Southern California Aquaculture Opportunity Areas

West Coast Region
FY25 Priorities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can refer to our priorities document in the briefing book for a full list, but I wanted to highlight a few here…

Harvest Specifications and Management Measures - To meet our MSA objectives, we will continue to  prioritize harvest specifications actions. This includes supporting  sensible rebuilding efforts in the groundfish and Pacific salmon fisheries.
Support climate ready fisheries. WCR (SFD) has 3 new term employees to help with the workload associated with the IRA funded work improving our work towards climate ready fisheries.  WCR will support the CEFI related work being done by the centers and helping support PFMC in implementing its IRA funded work, for example the HMS roadmap work and the important outcomes from that process.
Support fishing communities in transition from the large-mesh drift  gillnet fishery and implementation of a new permit for the Directed Open Access groundfish fishery. 
Convene the West Coast Fixed Gear Take Reduction Team to address whale entanglements
Engage West Coast saltwater recreational anglers through listening sessions, forging working groups, hosting visioning workshops, and births at sportfishing shows. We invite you to join us for a roundtable discussion on Friday evening, where we will be looking for input on the recreational data collection program and how we can re-envision it to create a system that enhances partnership, improves data accuracy, and is better tailored to meet our needs on the West Coast. Details are to be worked out, but we are also looking to host an recreational roundtable at the Saltwater Sportsmen's Show in Salem, OR.
Collaborate with agency partners and stakeholders to fully realize  the California Eelgrass Mitigation Policy, including improved eelgrass  survey reporting and supporting implementation of the Humboldt Bay  Comprehensive Eelgrass Management Plan 
Advance rebuilding of Columbia Basin salmon and steelhead by  implementing our commitments from the Resilient Columbia Basin Agreement
Continue to engage on Offshore Wind and provide fisheries-related technical assistance that informs siting and development.

AOA’s…
The Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for the Identification of Aquaculture Opportunity Areas (AOAs) in Federal Waters off of Southern California will be available to the public tomorrow. This draft PEIS analyzes the impacts of identifying AOAs, as well as the potential impacts of siting and operating different types of aquaculture facilities in those areas. 
 The document will be published in the Federal Register on November 22 and be available for comment until February 20th. We will notify the Council with more details, including how to provide comments in writing or during two public webinars to be held in January.
Celia Barroso, our California Regional Aquaculture Coordinator, has been in touch with Council staff and plans to brief the Marine Planning Committee virtually on December 5th. I'd also like to note for you that we considered public comment, including from the Council during the initial public scoping process and revised preliminary alternatives accordingly. 
This DPEIS analyzes alternatives of identifying one or more AOAs in the Santa Barbara Channel, in the Santa Monica Bay, and in both areas combined. Within each of those geographic alternatives are two sub-alternatives based on the type of aquaculture that may be sited there. One subalternative analyzes potential impacts of macroalgae and shellfish only; while the other considers potential impacts of all types of aquaculture, including finfish.





Northwest Fisheries 
Science Center

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kevin
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Organizational Excellence
● 32 Positions filled, many supported by IRA funding

Understanding Impacts of Offshore Activities
● Published West Coast Offshore Wind Energy Science Plan

Recovery of Protected Species
● Advanced salmon recovery science, with the help of new IRA hires
● Participated in 5-year Endangered Species Act (ESA) biological and status reviews and 

provided expert science advice for listing decisions   
● Conducted science for Southern Resident killer whale recovery and ESA permitting

Sustainable Fisheries
● Completed the full slate of West Coast fisheries surveys supporting stock assessments
● Developed and tested new sampling methods and gear and advanced the FY25 

Integrated West Coast Pelagics Survey design  
● Published California Current Ecosystem Status Report, among other annual reports
● Conducted annual Economic Data Collection program
● Aquaculture: Began implementing the Center’s Aquaculture 5-10 Science Strategy

Northwest Fisheries Science Center 
FY24 Accomplishments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Overarching appreciation of FY24 accomplishments
Were able to use additional resources IRA resources to expand NWFSC capabilities. These are just a few highlights, do not represent all NWFSC has achieved in FY24., 

Sustainable Fisheries
Aft
A
W
Aquaculture: last year we published the Aquaculture Science Strategy, and in FY24, accomplishments included biosecurity guidelines for aquaculture and disease prevention, studies of stressors on important species, and strategies to build resilience to ocean acidification for the shellfish industry

Protected Species
Guided by the NWFSC’s Salmon Recovery Science Strategy - we advanced salmon recovery science with the help of multiple new IRA hires. Some highlights of our FY24 salmon science:
Advanced lifecycle models and began development of a web-based Pacific salmon dashboard
Initiated new lab study on adaptive traits of salmon
Completed 6PPDq studies in salmon and steelhead
Developed biosecurity guidelines for aquaculture and methods for disease prevention
Secured equipment to develop new indicators of primary production and lower trophic-level energetics
Understanding Impacts of Offshore Activities
Published West Coast OSWE Science Plan in collaboration with SWFSC: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3//2024-10/offshore-wind-energy-strategic-science-plan-wcr-2024.pdf 
Developed focus groups to gather information that will be shared with BOEM to inform community benefits agreements regarding Offshore Wind Energy.
Organizational Excellence
In addition to contributing to both the geographic strategic plan and West Coast EEJ Implementation Plan that Jen mentioned, we welcomed 32 new people to the NW Center, allowing us to complete mission-critical science and bring new knowledge and perspectives to the Center.
Mention Jim Hastie's phased retirement and recruitment behind him
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NWFSC ANNUAL SURVEY JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Integrated West Coast Pelagics 

Juvenile Salmon

Juvenile Rockfish

Groundfish Bottom Trawl

Groundfish Hook and Line

Newport Line

Southern Resident Killer Whales

Jun - Sep

May - Jun

Jun

mid May - late Oct

mid Sep - early Oct

all year

2025 TBD mid Feb - early Mar

trials in Mar

Full slate of NWFSC stock assessment surveys 
Northwest Fisheries Science Center

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Graphic of full slate of surveys
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https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2024/02/agenda-item-h-1-a-cciea-team-report-1-2023-2024-california-current-ecosystem-status-
report-electronic-only.pdf/

Core Team: Andrew Leising, 
Mary Hunsicker, Greg Williams, Nick 
Tolimieri, Lynn Dewitt, 
Abigail Harley, Chris Harvey

Contributions from > 90 individuals
23 different agencies/institutions

NOAA California Current IEA Team

Presented to PFMC 
March 9, 2024

2023-24 California 
Current Ecosystem Status 
Report

Northwest Fisheries Science Center

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example of report accomplishment – california current. With SWFSC

https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2024/02/agenda-item-h-1-a-cciea-team-report-1-2023-2024-california-current-ecosystem-status-report-electronic-only.pdf/
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Northwest Fisheries Science Center
Salmon Science themes and their management applications 

● Quantitative  
predation rates

● Toxicity thresholds

● Measures of 
genetics variability

● Indicators of ocean 
primary production

● Robust life cycle 
models

ESA consultations

Scenario planning 

Hatchery 
management

Risk assessment

Management 
Strategies

Rebuilding & 
recovery

✔
APPLICATIONSOUTPUTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Salmon science themes that have been the focus of IRA funds, and will continue to be a focus into FY25:
Integrated Model Development & Application
Restoration, reintroduction, and recovery techniques
Ocean & Nearshore Ecology
Habitat Stressors in Freshwater and Estuary Environments
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Sustainable Fisheries
Data Collection (surveys and bycatch monitoring)
● Execute the first Integrated West Coast Pelagics Survey using new sampling methods and 

automated data classification
● Support NMFS activities on national coordination to optimize our fishery-independent sample and data collection, 

analysis, and distribution enterprise and identify additional resources needed to meet current and future priorities
● Apply advanced technologies, enhance surveys, and integrate science capabilities from NMFS IRA Strategic 

Initiatives:
○ Data Modernization
○ Omics
○ Active Acoustics
○ Passive Acoustics

Stock assessments and Management Strategy Evaluations (MSEs)
● Continue to conduct surveys, stock assessments, economic analyses, & 

observation science annually
Aquaculture
● Work with tribes and industry to develop new technology, mitigate risk, enhance resilience to climate change, 

and reduce management uncertainty

○ Uncrewed Systems (UxS)
○ Optical Systems and Autosamplers
○ Social Science
○ Remote Sensing

Northwest Fisheries Science Center
FY25 Priorities: science execution & innovation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kevin/Nicolle

Highlights are from last year, otherwise, the text is from the AGM:

Advance Fisheries Data Collection (AGM 1.1)
Execute the first Integrated West Coast Pelagics Survey in 2025. This important achievement will capitalize on years of planning and design in collaboration with SWFSC. It will use new sampling methods and automated cloud-supported data classification, management, and reporting to provide data critical to stock assessments.
Support NMFS’s National Survey and Data Acquisition Program (NaSDAP) activities on national coordination to optimize our fishery-independent sample and data collection, analysis, and distribution enterprise and identify additional resources needed to meet current and future priorities.
Engage partners and interest-holders to identify requirements, capabilities, and resources that are needed to expand data collection for groundfish species in under- or unsampled areas.
Apply advanced technologies, enhance surveys, and integrate science capabilities from NMFS IRA Strategic Initiatives to improve efficiency and resilience, evaluate key climate indicators (e.g., a more robust stoplight table for salmonids in the ocean), inform stock assessments, and support ecosystem-based fisheries management.
Develop a list of groundfish science priorities to inform optimizing the use of current resources and identify areas for future investment and innovation.
(Data Modernization: Data Governance and Standards, Cloud-based Solutions, Open Science, Modernization of Business Model)
Stock Assessments and Management Strategy Evaluations: More general, conduct FY25 surveys 
Produce protected species bycatch reports for the Groundfish BiOp (FY24 presentation)
Conduct hake stock assessment
Testing climate-readiness of harvest strategy for Pacific hake
Outreach on transboundary sablefish MSE results
Data collection and economic analysis of catch shares fisheries management, recreational and non-catch-share �commercial fisheries
Aquaculture (AGM 1.4)
Develop research products and technologies for environmentally and economically sustainable marine aquaculture practices.
Reduce disease or genetic risks of aquaculture operations to wild stocks by developing a) vaccines and non-GMO methods for producing sterile fish and shellfish, and b) disease prevention strategies.
Understand the impacts of multiple environmental stressors caused by climate change on commercially and ecologically important species.
Develop strategies to build resilience to ocean acidification, particularly for the shellfish industry. 
Connect information on ecological interactions of shellfish aquaculture to management and permitting tools.
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Ecosystem Based Fishery Management 
● Regional NOAA Climate Ecosystem and Fisheries Initiatives (CEFI)

○ Implement the CEFI science plan on the West Coast in coordination and collaboration with SWFSC
○ Develop more climate-informed decision support tools by incorporating species and ecosystem data in stock 

assessment and management strategies
● Understanding impacts of offshore activities

○ Support WCR by providing data, maps, and scientific advice, including assessment of long-term impacts of 
OSWE. 

○ Begin survey mitigation research to understand the impacts of OSWE development on survey operations and 
explore new survey, statistical design, and sampling methods

Recovery of Protected Species
● Complete listing process evaluation for Olympic Peninsula Steelhead
● Implement our Salmon Recovery Science Strategy through IRA and other funding 
● Continue research and monitoring of Southern Resident killer whales

Organizational Excellence
● Prioritize a multi-year workforce plan that includes diversity and succession considerations
● Continue steps to move the Montlake campus to a new, leased facility and make capital improvements to Manchester 

and Sand Point facilities

Northwest Fisheries Science Center
FY25 Priorities: science execution & innovation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kevin/Nicolle

Ecosystem-based Fishery Management
CEFI (AGM 1.2)
Integrate into our science efforts output from a new ocean model (MOM6) that can better project future ocean conditions at timescales from seasonal to decadal and century.
Improve species and ecosystem modeling efforts that aim to understand the implications of climate change on trust resources and for management decisions.
Strengthen understanding of the connections between climate and the spatial, population, and community dynamics of marine species, fisheries, and people.
Develop more climate-informed decision support tools by incorporating species and ecosystem data into stock assessment and management strategies.
Science Planning to Support Changing Ocean Use (AGM 1.3)
Continue to support the West Coast Region’s (WCR) efforts on OSWE by providing data, maps, and scientific advice. This includes evaluating plans and monitoring to assess the long-term impacts of OWE.
Begin survey mitigation research to understand impacts of OWE development on survey operations and explore new survey, statistical design, and sampling methods.
Develop analytical frameworks that account
for climate change predictions into planning and mitigating the impacts of OWE across the social-ecological system.
Recovery of Protected Species: 
2.1 Integrated Model Development and Application
Coordination across natural resource salmon management partners including federal, state, and tribal entities to prioritize actions for salmon recovery under a changing climate.
Develop generalized salmonid life-cycle modeling tools that evaluate benefits and tradeoffs using scenarios and directly inform the West Coast Regional Office's natural resource management decisions, including support of Section 7 ESA consultations, Environmental Impact Statements, ESA listing decisions, restoration actions, and status and trends.
Create modeling tools transferable to multiple salmonid species across West Coast salmon country.
Formulate robust recovery strategy evaluations and scenarios that identify suites of actions that would likely achieve desired recovery levels most efficiently, accounting for trends in climate, habitat, and social factors.
2.2 Restoration, Recovery, and Reintroduction Techniques
Develop science-based indicators to improve habitat conservation and management decisions on the most meaningful restoration needed to recover salmon.
Produce a web-based dashboard that is accessible to our partner organizations to archive all indicators and underlying data.
Engage our co-managers to guide and support the implementation of the indicators to ensure restoration actions support salmonid recovery.
Reduce genetic barriers to recovery by evaluating and promoting adaptive traits in hatchery and natural populations.
Enhance success of reintroductions through hatchery strategies to support high productivity of stocks used for recovery.
Support the Columbia River System (CRS) through targeted research and advice in close partnership with WCR and others.
Provide science and advice to WCR and partners to inform hatchery management and operations.
2.3 Toxics in Freshwater and Estuarine Environments
New methodologies for measuring pollutants in water and fish tissues
Improve use of chemical water quality data in regional salmon management decisions.
Establish thresholds for stormwater toxicity across salmonid life stages and species.
2.4 Ocean and Nearshore Ecology
Develop indicators of ocean productivity from the California Current to the Bering Sea that improve predictions of salmon survival, growth, size, and age at return.
Improve quantification of pinniped predation rates on out-migrating steelhead in the Salish Sea.
Better understand how salmon predator behavior, timing, location, and size selectivity impact salmon abundance.
Develop new indicators of primary production and lower trophic level energetics for improved fisheries management and ecosystem assessment.
Organizational Excellence (more information in AGM if needed)
3.1 Facilities
3.2 Workforce Planning
3.3 Business Processes
3.4 Implement West Coast EEJ Strategy to Eliminate Systemic Barriers
3.5 Invest in Workforce Development and Wellbeing





Southwest Fisheries 
Science Center

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kristen
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Sustainable Fisheries
Data Collection (surveys and bycatch monitoring)
● California Current Ecosystem for Coastal Pelagic Species, 4 CalCOFI surveys
● 42nd annual rockfish recruitment and ecosystem assessment surveys
● Advanced efforts  related to use of shadowgraph gliders in CCLME as part of the REFOCUS project

Stock Assessment and Management Strategy Evaluations (MSEs)
● Stock assessments - CPS, HMS, groundfish, salmon

○ Benchmark assessments on Pacific sardine, Pacific bluefin, and shortfin mako
○ Copper and Black rockfish (in collaboration with NWFSC)
○ Completed California salmon stock assessments and prepared for a post-dam removal 

revision of the Klamath River fall Chinook conservation objective
● Completed an economic analysis for Southern California Aquaculture Area of Opportunity
● 2023-24 California Current Ecosystem Status Report (ESR) delivered to the PFMC

Southwest Fisheries Science Center
FY24 Accomplishments
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Protected Species Recovery
● Conducted California Current Marine Mammal Assessment Survey (Phase 1)
● Conducted California-wide egg thiamine surveillance for salmonids at all hatcheries in CA
● Conservation Aquaculture: Successful captive propagation and out-planting support for white 

abalone restoration activities

Understanding impacts of offshore activities
● Provided subject matter expertise on offshore wind energy development including information on 

sea turtle and marine mammal distribution
● Research of finfish species (e.g. Seriola spp.) to assess aquaculture risks.

Staffing updates
PFMC Council Committees:
● 6 positions filled, including Michael O'Farrell as STT Chair

Southwest Fisheries Science Center
FY24 Accomplishments
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Sustainable Fisheries
Data Collection (surveys and bycatch monitoring)

● 2025 Integrated West Coast Pelagics Survey and an environmental data collection survey
● CalCOFI surveys (4 seasons)
● 43rd Rockfish recruitment and Ecosystem Assessment survey
● Ecosystem and Wind Impact Monitoring (ECOSWIM) glider survey
● Bycatch monitoring and identification in the CA Current Large Marine Ecosystem (CCLME)
● California Current Ecosystem Marine Mammal survey (Phase 2)
● Continue implementing advanced technologies to Reduce ship time

Stock assessments and Management Strategy Evaluations (MSEs)
● Update assessment for Pacific sardine and catch-only update assessment for Pacific mackerel
● MSE for Bluefin tuna
● Assess status of chilipepper and quillback rockfish
● Complete California salmon stock assessments
● Assist WCR with issues arising from the aftermath of removing impassable dams on the 

Klamath River

Southwest Fisheries Science Center
FY25 Priorities
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Organizational Excellence
● Maintain and support SWFSC Council AB appointments

Ecosystem Based Fisheries Management (EBFM)
● Annual Ecosystem Status Report to the Council

○ California Current Integrated Ecosystem Assessment (CCIEA) and Ecosystem Status Report (ESR)
● NOAA Climate, Ecosystems, and Fisheries Initiative (CEFI)

○ Implement the NOAA Fisheries Climate Science Strategy
○ West Coast CEFI Decision Support Team (DST)

● Understanding impacts of offshore activities
○ Offshore wind energy development- effects on resources and protected species.

Protected Species Recovery
● Recovery Plan research actions for ESA-listed species

○ Pacific Salmon: Sacramento River winter run Chinook  & Central CA Coast coho
○ Pacific leatherback turtles & humpback whales
○ White abalone - Captive propagation and out-planting support for White Abalone restoration

● Whale and sea turtle entanglement: CCLME risk assessments and stranding response

Southwest Fisheries Science Center
FY25 Priorities
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Sustainable Fisheries Protected Species Recovery

● Enhance stock assessments and 
management in response to a 
changing climate

● Strengthen data collection including 
surveys, bycatch monitoring 

● Implement harvest specifications and 
management measures 

● Support the NOAA Climate, Ecosystems, 
and Fisheries Initiative

● Support responsible offshore 
development, including wind energy and 
aquaculture

● Advance recovery of protected species

● Reduce fisheries bycatch and whale entanglement

● Protect and restore critical habitat

Organizational Excellence

● Improve diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility 
within our workforce and workplace, and across the 
communities we serve

● Engage with communities, tribes, and partners to 
carry out our west coast regional equity and 
environmental justice implementation plan 

West Coast Aligned Priorities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Kristen - Sustainable Fisheries
Jen  - Protected Species Recovery
Kevin - Org Excellence
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