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The Council is submitting as the regulations in support of its proposed action the entirety 

of 50 CFR part 660 with the following amendments. 

PART 660–-FISHERIES OFF WEST COAST STATES  

 1. The authority citation for part 660 continues to read as follows:  

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq., 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq., and 16 U.S.C. 7001 et seq.    

 2. In § 660.140, revise paragraphs (d)(1)(ii)(A)(1) and (2), (d)(1)(ii)(B)(1) and (2), 

(d)(3)(ii)(B)(2) and (d)(4)(v) to read as follows: 

§ 660.140 Shorebased IFQ Program. 

* * * * * 

 (d) * * * 

 (1) * * * 

 (ii) * * * 

 (A) * * * 

 (1) In years where the groundfish harvest specifications are known by January 1, deposit 

of QP to QS accounts for IFQ species will be made on or about January 1.   

 (2) In years where the groundfish harvest specifications are not known by January 1, 

NMFS will issue QP in two parts. On or about January 1, NMFS will deposit QP based on the 

shorebased trawl allocation multiplied by the lower end of the range of potential harvest 
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specifications for that year. After the final harvest specifications are established later in the year, 

NMFS will deposit additional QP to the QS account. 

 (B) * * * 

 (1) In years where the Pacific whiting harvest specification is known by January 1, 

deposit of QP to QS accounts for Pacific whiting will be made on or about January 1.  

 (2) In years where the Pacific whiting harvest specification is not known by January 1, 

NMFS will issue Pacific whiting QP in two parts. On or about January 1, NMFS will deposit 

Pacific whiting QP based on the shorebased trawl allocation multiplied by the lower end of the 

range of potential harvest specifications for Pacific whiting for that year. After the final Pacific 

whiting harvest specifications are established later in the year, NMFS will deposit additional QP 

to QS accounts.  

* * * * * 

 (3) * * * 

 (ii) * * * 

 (B) * * * 

 (2) Transfer of QS or IBQ between QS accounts.  Beginning January 1, 2014, QS permit 

owners may transfer QS or IBQ to another QS permit owner, subject to accumulation limits and 

approval by NMFS. QS or IBQ is transferred as a percent, divisible to one-thousandth of a 

percent (i.e., greater than or equal to 0.001%). Until January 1, 2014, QS or IBQ cannot be 

transferred to another QS permit owner, except under U.S. court order or authorization and as 

approved by NMFS. QS or IBQ may not be transferred between December 1 through December 

31 each year. QS or IBQ may not be transferred to a vessel account.   
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* * * * * 

 (4) * * * 

 (v) Divestiture. Accumulation limits will be calculated by first calculating the aggregate 

non-whiting QS limit and then the individual species QS or IBQ control limits. For QS permit 

owners (including any person who has ownership interest in the owner named on the permit) that 

are found to exceed the accumulation limits during the initial issuance of QS permits, an 

adjustment period will be provided after which they will have to completely divest their QS or 

IBQ in excess of the accumulation limits. QS or IBQ will be issued for amounts in excess of 

accumulation limits only for owners of limited entry permits as of November 8, 2008, if such 

ownership has been registered with NMFS by November 30, 2008. The owner of any permit 

acquired after November 8, 2008, or if acquired earlier, not registered with NMFS by November 

30, 2008, will only be eligible to receive an initial allocation for that permit of those QS or IBQ 

that are within the accumulation limits; any QS or IBQ in excess of the accumulation limits will 

be redistributed to the remainder of the initial recipients of QS or IBQ in proportion to each 

recipient's initial allocation of QS or IBQ for each species. Any person that qualifies for an initial 

allocation of QS or IBQ in excess of the accumulation limits will be allowed to receive that 

allocation, but must divest themselves of the QS or IBQ in excess of the accumulation limits by 

November 30, 2015. Holders of QS or IBQ in excess of the control limits may receive and use 

the QP or IBQ pounds associated with that excess, up to the time their divestiture is completed. 

Once the divestiture period is completed, any QS or IBQ held by a person (including any person 

who has ownership interest in the owner named on the permit) in excess of the accumulation 

limits will be revoked and redistributed to the remainder of the QS or IBQ owners in proportion 

to the QS or IBQ.  On or about January 1, 2016, NMFS will redistribute the revoked QS or IBQ 
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excess percentages to the QS or IBQ owners in proportion to their QS or IBQ holdings based on 

ownership records as of January 1, 2016. No compensation will be due for any revoked shares.  

* * * * * 

 3. In § 660.150,  

 a. Revise paragraphs (g)(2)(iv)(B) and (C), and (g)(3)(i)(D) to read as follows:  

§ 660.150   Mothership (MS) Coop Program.  

* * * * * 

 (g) * * *  

 (2) * * *  

 (iv) * * *      

(B) Application.  NMFS will begin accepting applications for a change in MS/CV 

endorsement registration beginning September 1, 2014.  A request for a change in MS/CV 

endorsement registration must be made between September 1 and December 31 of each year. 

Any transfer of MS/CV endorsement and its associated CHA to another limited entry trawl 

permit must be requested using a Change in Registration of a Mothership/Catcher Vessel 

Endorsement/Catch History Assignment Application form and the permit owner or an authorized 

representative of the permit owner must certify that the application is true and correct by signing 

and dating the form. In addition, the form must be notarized, and the permit owner selling the 

MS/CV endorsement and its CHA must provide the sale price of the MS/CV endorsement and its 

associated CHA. If any assets in addition to the MS/CV endorsement and its associated CHA are 

included in the sale price, those assets must be itemized and described. 
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(C) Effective date. Any change in MS/CV endorsement registration from one limited 

entry trawl permit to another limited entry trawl permit will be effective on January 1 in the year 

following the application period. 

* * * * * 

 (3) * * * 

 (i) * * * 

 (D) Divestiture. For MS/CV-endorsed permit owners that are found to exceed the 

accumulation limits during the initial issuance of MS/CV-endorsed permits, an adjustment period 

will be provided after which they will have to completely divest of ownership in permits that 

exceed the accumulation limits. Any person that NMFS determines, as a result of the initial 

issuance of MS/CV-endorsed permits, to own in excess of 20 percent of the total catch history 

assignment in the MS Coop Program applying the individual and collective rule described at § 

660.150(g)(3)(i)(A) will be allowed to receive such permit(s), but must divest themselves of the 

excess ownership by August 31, 2016. Owners of such permit(s) may receive and use the 

MS/CV-endorsed permit(s), up to the time their divestiture is completed. After August 31, 2016, 

any MS/CV-endorsed permits owned by a person (including any person who has ownership 

interest in the owner named on the permit) in excess of the accumulation limits will not be issued 

(renewed) until the permit owner complies with the accumulation limits. 
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	(iv) * * *

