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DSBG Application Update 
 
The initial application period for deep-set buoy gear (DSBG) limited entry (LE) permits was open 
from June 7 to August 7, 2023. All data used to qualify applicants under Tiers 1 through 8 were 
also “frozen” on August 7. We received 91 applications for DSBG LE permits under Tiers 1-8. 
Individuals who did not apply for Tiers 1-8 during the initial application period can apply under 
Tier 9 on a first-come-first-served basis at a later date. This date will be announced by NOAA 
Fisheries in the Federal Register. 
 
DSBG EFP Data Summary 
 
In past years, NMFS provided a detailed summary of DSBG EFP performance, including catch by 
species and gear configuration, at each June Council meeting. In 2021, we began the process of 
moving our DSBG database into PacFIN’s APEX system, which also required new protocols for 
troubleshooting and completing quality control checks. Thus, EFP reports were not available in 
June 2022 or June 2023. We have since finished integrating DSBG data into PacFIN and 
completing quality control checks of the reports.  
 
In the tables and figures below, we provide an updated, full summary of catch and observer 
coverage for 2015 through 2022. Table 1 and Figures 1 and 2 include a summary of all DSBG EFP 
effort. Table 2 and Figures 3 and 4 summarize the standard buoy gear (SBG) configuration 
specifically. Table 3 and Figures 5 and 6 summarize the linked buoy gear (LBG) configuration. 
 
Table 4 and Figures 7 through 9 summarize DSBG effort by year and gear configuration, as well 
as observer coverage rates. 
 
Finally, Table 5 summarizes total annual DSBG swordfish catch (expressed in metric tons of 
landed1 weight), fleetwide revenue, and the average price per pound. The table does not include 
landings of swordfish caught with other gears on DSBG trips, or revenues from species other than 
swordfish. The large majority of revenues from DSBG trips (around 99 percent) are from 
swordfish. 
 
  

 
1 Note that these landed weights are approximate and based on converting round weights reported in PacFIN by a 
conversion factor of 0.6935. This is a conventional ratio that NMFS used for converting swordfish round and landed 
weights in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analyses of DSBG authorization. 
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Table 1. DSBG EFP Catch by Species and Year, 2015-2022 (All Gears) 
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Figures 1 & 2. DSBG Catch Composition Summary (All Gear Configurations) 
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Table 2. SBG Catch by Species and Year, 2015-2022 
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Figures 3 & 4. SBG Catch Composition Summary 
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Table 3. LBG EFP Catch by Species and Year, 2015-2022 
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Figures 5 & 6. LBG Catch Composition Summary 
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Table 4. Summary of Effort and Observer Coverage by Gear Type, 2015-2022 
 

 
 
 
Figure 7. Total DSBG Effort, 2015-2022 
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Figures 8 & 9. DSBG Effort by Gear Type, 2015-2022 
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Table 5. Annual DSBG EFP landings, revenue, and price per pound. 

 
 
 


