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Expert panel reviewed best information on sharp decline in signature Pacific Coast 

species. 

Sunflower sea star. Photo: Janna Nichols 

One of the largest sea stars in the world, the sunflower sea star, was once common along the Pacific 

Coast of North America. Its sharp decline has prompted NOAA Fisheries to P-rDP-0Se listing the SP-ecies 

as threatened. 
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