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In the 20th century, humanity demonstrated we could 
dominate and indeed overfish the ocean ecosystem as the 

apex predator. 

Our challenge in the 21st century is to prove we can 
co-exist as a predator in the ocean and restore balance with 

innovation and restraint. 



Not merely focused on the elimination of out-
moded gear, but the adoption of sustainable 
fishing gear that changes the paradigm from 
high volume, indiscriminate, high-waste 
fisheries to those that respect the diversity of 
the ocean ecosystem

1) finalizing the DGN hard caps

2) consider retiring the latent Federal DGN 
permits and sunsetting the active Federal 
DGN permits

3) achieving 100% monitoring on the DGN 
fleet so long as it is authorized





Sustainable gear is characterized by low-
bycatch, high target species catch, live release 
of incidentally-caught or undersize fish, and 
cost-effective monitoring and management

4) carefully manage the growth of the deep-

set buoy gear fleet to expand opportunities 
while avoiding conflict between fishermen 
or gear

5) allowing for further testing of alternative 
gear that begins with deep-set buoy gear 
and linked buoy gear

6) establishing performance criteria to 
evaluate new gear research



Sustainable gear is characterized by low-
bycatch, high target species catch, live release 
of incidentally-caught or undersize fish, and 
cost-effective monitoring and management

7) prioritizing ocean modeling and research 
to protect ocean ecosystems and vulnerable 
species while providing fishing 
opportunities.





Hawaii shallow-set longline fleet 
discards at least 88 species and nearly 
half its catch. 

From 2012 - 2016 the Hawaii shallow 
set longline fishery caught more than 

2,700 striped marlin, blue marlin, 
and shortbill spearfish. There is no 
legal market for billfish (excepts 
swordfish) in the continental United 
States. 
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