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Mr. Marc Gorelnik, Chair

Pacific Fishery Management Council
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101
Portland, OR 97220

RE: Agenda Item L.5. - Swordfish Management and Monitoring Plan
Dear Chair Gorelnik and Members of the Council,

Wild Oceans was founded nearly 50 years ago by avid recreational fishermen who are dedicated
to preserving fishing opportunities for future generations. Our members have spearheaded
conservation-minded changes in recreational fishing culture and have also called for
precautionary management of commercial fisheries. Wild Oceans has pursued policies that
promote the health of our open ocean ecosystem. To this end, we have not merely focused on the
elimination of the bad, but the adoption of sustainable fishing gear that changes the paradigm
from high volume, indiscriminate, high-waste fisheries to those that respect the diversity of the
ocean ecosystem. Sustainable gear is characterized by low-bycatch, high target species catch,
live release of incidentally-caught or undersize fish, and cost-effective monitoring and
management.




In the 20th century, humamty demonstrated we could -
dommate and mdeed overflsh the ocean ecosystem as the | '
- - apex predator. = "

Our chaIIenge in the 215t century is to prove we can

"co ex:st as a predator in the ocean and restore baIance wrth 5
' ° mnovatron and restralnt '




Not merely focused on'tﬁe elimination of out-
- moded gear, but the adoption of sustainable

fishing gear that changes the paradigm from -

“high volume, indiscriminate, high-waste

| fzsherzes to those that respect the dlverszty of =

: the ocetm ecosystem

1) finalizing the DGN hard caps

| 72) con51der retlrmg the latent Federal DGN
~ permits and sunsetting the act1ve Federal
' DGN permlts = ,

| 3) achlevmg 100% momtormg on the DGN
fleet so long asitis authorlzed .




Table 1. Landings of swordfish by fishery, 2008-2021 (PacFIN)

Metric Tons Percent
DSB DSB
Year | DGN [Harp.[ LL G |Other| Total | | DGN (Harp.| LL G | T ¢ ' B R ) -
2008 [406.1| 48 17.9 [531.11176.5%| 9.0% [11.1%] 0.0% [ Table 3. Inflation-adjusted ex-vessel revenue by fishery, 2008-2017 (PacFIN).

[2009 [252.6] 49.8 0.2 [408.6(]61.8%]12.2%]|25.9%]| 0.0% Grand
2010 | 616 | 374 * 1369.8116.7%]10.1%[73.2%] 0.0% Year | DGN Harpoon | Pelagic Longline | DSBG | Other fisheries| Total

2011 | 119 | 243 * 619.5 ] 119.2%] 3.9% [76.9%| 0.0% 2008 | $1,959,165 | $524,045 $164,303 $64,555 $2,712,068

2012 | 1182 5.4 402.7 1 129.4%| 1.3% [69.3%] 0.0% 2009 | $1,228,880 | $529,175 $437,733 $788 $2,196,576
2013 [101.8] 6.4 02 | 533 |[19.1%] 1.2% |79.6%] 0.0% | | 2010 | $456,737 | $411,032 $1,604.166 * $2,471,935
2014 | 872 | 43 * *1392.41222%)| 1.1% |76.7%| * 2011 | $852,251 | $277,031 $2,553,351 * $3,682,633
2015 | 69.5 | 3.7 7.9 | * [430.3]]16.2%] 0.9% [81.2%] 1.8% | [2012| $871,791 | $68.415 $1,316,904 $2,257,110
-~ 2016 [127.1] 18.0 28.1 | 0.4 [433.9([29.3%] 4.2% |60.0%| 6.5% 2013 | $723,160 | $89,718 $2,051,958 $1,684 $2,866,520
- [2017 [123.8] 193 302 | 04 [472.7((262%]| 4.1% [63.2%] 6.4% 2014 | $826,889 | $80,078 $2,106,546 * * $3,013,513
2018 [101.8] 6.8 46.4 | 03 [424.5[[24.0%] 1.6% [63.4%10.9%] [2015 | $606,092 | $72,745 $2,853,465 $105,294 * $3,637,596
2019 [ 355 | 7.7 724 290.6 | [12.2%] 2.7% [40.6%|24.9% 2016 | $1,138,533 | $295,426 $1,874,689 $448.252 $6,087 $3,762,987
2020 | 241 | 43 855 | 09 13205]17.5% | 1.3% |64.2%26.7% 2017 | $915.869 | $311,421 $2,272,501 $440,234 $7,277 $3,947,302
202 95 4.7 369 | 12 1137.7116.9% | 3.4% [62.1%26.8% 2018 | $711,542 | $124,697 $1,825,884 $614,786 $4,651 $3,281,560
e P T PP S I E— 2019 | $281,086 | $132,500 $840,747 $890,135 $385,269 | $2,529,737
2020 | $184.204 | $75.329 $1,422,587  |$1,057,379]  $11,950 [$2,751,449

2021 | $132,907 | $90,997 $604,046 $623,356 $19,706 | $1,471,012




'Sustaznable gear is characterzzed by low- -
~ bycatch, high target species catch, live release
of incidentally-caught or undersize fish, and
cost-effective monitoring and management

: set buoy gear fleet to expand opportunities
- while aV01d1ng conﬂlct between flsherrnen

or gear

, 5)'allowing for further testing of alternativer

gear that begins with deep-set buoy gear

~ and linked buoy gear

'6) establlshlng performance criteria to

evaluate new gear research

4) carefully .mana_.'ge:»the_grozwtheft_he_deep— . -




= 7) pr10r1tlz1ng ocean modelmg and research
-~ o protect ocean ecosystems and Vulnerable
= e = species ‘while prov1d1ng flshmg
;r'»Sustaznable gear is characterzzed by low- - :f"‘:" opportunltles ,

bycatch, high target species catch, lzve release
e of Vznerzden;t,ally caught or underszze fi sh, a_nd
 cost-effective monitoring and management




s fime to end our flirtation w1’tap lagic
| l_onglmeswordﬁsh fishery

TIPS GG SHIMANQD P Mereck

Vice President of Sales Government Affairs
Daiwa Corporation Shimano North America

and damage sed by pelagic longlines is
11-d J in sci tire, As: rd-thinking fish we urge you to = i i
look ahead towards innovative gear like d:zp set buoy gear to increase our domestic seafood ‘ “". ‘ . Holding Inc./Shimano
production and d US fishermen, not behind at ! Canada L.
November 18,2019 indiscriminate gear like pelagic longlines. Ifwe cannot sustainably regulate longlines, then the
Council must choose sustainable gear. & Roland Sevilla Ron Owens i i Li *m Doug Lasko

Phil Anderson, Chair e
Pacific Fishery Management Council Sincerely, Chartemaster 5

7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101 : Kingfisher Anglers Club of oCal Sportfishing Club
Portland, OR 97220 Southern California

Re: Agenda Item 1.3 - Scoping an Amenc Wlld r\/ ,'Jﬁ %’#, - : m G‘? '27 @IJ"\}/ mws‘w_ u«" )f)

Dear Mr. Anderson and Mr. Thom, @ceans 4 i S 1 . T / Al Barker Jr. Bill Varney Jr.
frbuefebet kg Theresa Labriola ‘Acting IGFA President & <. / ] Service Manager ) Owner
As leading local, national, and internatio) Conservation Director Sy— ( ) = Accurate Fishing fishthesurf.com
express our concern about permitting ind Thie Infecaafidhal
ﬁ:ﬂs" voml; W'"'el‘: support s'i:w‘;'ﬂbl Game Fish Association i Reel Club
glining has an abhorrent record of wa:
South Bay Anglers Club W&é Fee -

contravenes our colleetive goals of reduc I, i, i
future, Therefore, we are against the usc. 4 s ) s'r .3 Y/ /74 = Musty Pt .
also do not want to sec any development. S E 3 B — ,? = ke

Chairman f Tom [ Firestien & Firestien Boyce Image
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ieraory s American Sportfishing Association of California Don Herman

longlines (DSLL), targeting bigeye tuna. e Tom Raftican A 2 n Die,
discarded 46% of its catch and at least 88 Association ~ i President 3 s 9o (/ w M (-’
" et Southern California Tuna Club M

i
Phenix Rods & Accessories, Okuma Fishing Tackle
Inc.

Danielle Cloutier, PhD

of striped marlin, blue marlin, sailfish an The Sportfishing Conservancy

its technical amendment passed in 2018 § 5 = == Bm H,u
the continental United States. Hawaii is © / = = Angler
and speartish, and these fish must be reta 3 nglet~ e iiS
subsequent fishing mortality for these spe Mike Parks ,7é % /3. B Debbie Sharpton rse s ‘ N
release fishing. Increasing longline activi President Y71, 3 ;.x.i"mﬂ" . n 77 . @ Conservation Vice :
for which there is no legal market for in t Balboa Angling Club i
intent of the Act. By angy reasonable stanc Angiy una Club GPAVSIEE T Gary F. Brennan m?!pf‘ks#o%&f Sre . - /z‘ /)W
dead discards of marine life in pelagic lor BTN pe 5 ouConmil = ?
President Southwest Council  Fly Fishers International

. : San Diego County Wildlife = John Ballotti >
Ecologically, longlines can fundamentall, , ﬂ 7 2 P i s Bob Kurz
Ecosystem. Unlike Hawaii or the westerr forbert Chavina) Federation g :;r.}\l:r;;gcgd ere - Trusie. )
has never been subjected to an industrial Robert Chavers Clis Balley 3 L Intemational Game Fish

areas outside the EEZ have experienced 1 Presi Association

ident President -
predators, which would certainly result fi Laguna Niguel Billfsh Club Dana Angling Club Ramon Cendejas

webs, The Califomia Current ccosystem President i )
albatross and sea turtles in part because ¢ == Marina Del Rey Anglers Oceanside Senior Anglers s & Y /ZV( SHIMANO C L W
abundance fuels a multi-billion dollar rec = : » e
activitiesincluding whale and bird watch = Bill Shedd Dave Piiffer
President President
AFTCO MFG Co. Inc. Shimano American
Corporation

B Ali Hussainy Kat Shitanishi
CEO
OUTDOORS.COM]  BD Outdoors




- - 7'2 700 striped marlm blue marlm , '
Hawaii shallow-set longline fleet ~ and shortbill spearfish. There is no
discards at least 88 spec1es and nearly,_ - legal market for billfish (excepts '
'half ltS catch - - _swordflsh) in the contmental Umted

Ffom'2012-2016 the HéWaii shéll’owr |
set longline fishery caught more than







	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Transitioning to a sustainable swordfish fishery
	Transitioning to a sustainable swordfish fishery
	Transitioning to a sustainable swordfish fishery
	Transitioning to a sustainable swordfish fishery
	It’s time to end our flirtation with a pelagic longline swordfish fishery
	It’s time to end our flirtation with a pelagic longline swordfish fishery
	Slide Number 10

