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NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE (NMFS) REPORT ON
EXEMPTED FISHING PERMIT (EFP) UPDATES
Fifteen linked and 35 standard Deep-Set Buoy Gear (DSBG) EFPs are currently issued through
December 31, 2022 (see the table below), with approximately three to five standard DSBG and
one additional linked DSBG EFP to be potentially issued when and if final qualifications are met.
Several EFPs issued for 2022 have yet to be signed by the captains or owners and are not yet
effective. One Night-Set Buoy Gear EFP for 2022 is pending issuance following a completed ESA
consultation.
In previous years, we included summary data on effort and catch for both standard and linked
DSBG EFPs as part of our June Council meeting reports; however, we do not have a detailed
summary of 2021 DSBG EFP performance at this time. Past summaries came from an integrated
dataset including observer, logbook, and landings data. This year, in anticipation of a rulemaking
to authorize DSBG, NMFS has been formalizing the business rules for generating the integrated
dataset and reporting it through PacFIN’s APEX system. At this time, the 2021 data are not yet
available for quality control and cross-validation with the previous versions of the integrated
dataset. Vessel captains’ or owners’ reports on 2021 active DSBG EFPs can be found in the
briefing book (Agenda Item G.3, Attachment 15, June 2022).
All of the currently valid DSBG EFPs have been issued through December 2022. NMFS can renew
these EFPs for 2023. However, these EFPs would need to be revised if and when a final rule
becomes effective authorizing standard and linked configurations of DSBG, because there will be
a period of time between the final rule’s effective date and issuance of limited entry (LE) permits.
In such a scenario, NMFS proposes to revise any standard and linked DSBG EFPs to reflect an
exemption from the Council-recommended requirement to possess an LE permit to fish in the
Southern California Bight. NMFS would either revoke or expire these EFPs once the application
period for LE permits is complete and the permits can be issued. This is consistent with the
Council’s recommendations for a phased-in approach to issuing LE permits with limits on the
number issued in a given year.
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