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Recommendation

The Council acknowledge and 
communicate its position that the 
proposed Call Areas will impact West 
Coast HMS fisheries and there are 
considerable scientific uncertainties 
regarding impacts that necessitates 
additional scientific data collection, 
analysis, monitoring and stakeholder 
engagement. 



Recommendation

Council communicate its 
position that BOEM conduct a 
full PEIS evaluating potential 
impacts, individually and 
cumulatively, associated with 
development of OSW facilities in 
federal waters off the U.S. West 
Coast.



Recommendation

When the Draft EA for the 
Morro Bay WEA is 
available, we strongly 
recommend the Council 
comment the EA is not 
sufficient and an EIS 
should be prepared. 



Recommendation
In the MPC Guidance document:
• For siting in waters deeper than 

1300 m, there be a 15-mile buffer 
around seamounts, ridges and 
canyons to minimize impacts to HMS 
fisheries.  

• Remove the word “can” from the 
sentence discussing marine radar 
impacts.

• Include a discussion about 
decommissioning and turbine failure, 
destruction or collapse and what 
expectations will be for project 
developers.



Recommendation

Future Council comments to 
BOEM suggest the lack of data 
quality demonstrates the need 
for further analyses.



Recommendation

Encourage BOEM to follow through with 
promised stakeholder engagement, in 
particular the albacore fleet(s) – including 
participants based outside of the immediate 
area(s) being considered for offshore wind 
development.



Recommendation
Incorporate the following study within 
the appropriate Guidance/Policy 
document.
An Assessment of the Cumulative 
Impacts of Floating Offshore Wind 
Farms

Evaluates potential upwelling 
effects resulting from the 
installation of wind turbines 
offshore of California

https://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/_media_library/2022/02/C0210404_FinalReport_12312021.pdf


Recommendation
Incorporate the following study within 
the appropriate Guidance/Policy 
document.
Potential impacts of floating wind 
turbine technology for marine species 
and habitats – ScienceDirect

Identifies that HMS impacts/ 
interactions are more difficult to 
predict because of distribution 
patterns that vary over time.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301479722001505?via%3Dihub


Recommendation
Incorporate the following studies 
within the appropriate 
Guidance/Policy document.
https://docs.wind-watch.org/eco-
impacts-offshore-wind-farms-
Mediterranean.pdf

Highlights environmental risks 
to the seabed and biodiversity 
from offshore wind farms in the 
Mediterranean sea. 

https://docs.wind-watch.org/eco-impacts-offshore-wind-farms-Mediterranean.pdf


Recommendation
Incorporate the following studies within 
the appropriate Guidance/Policy 
document.
https://www.hereon.de/innovation_transf
er/communication_media/news/104924/i
ndex.php.en

https://www.hereon.de/innovation_transfer/communication_media/news/104924/index.php.en


Recommendation
Incorporate the following studies 
within the appropriate 
Guidance/Policy document.
Effects of noise on marine life: 
Study finds that turtles are among 
animals vulnerable to hearing loss 
– ScienceDaily

Sea turtles can experience 
temporary hearing loss from an 
excess of underwater noise, 
including construction activities.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2022/03/220302190004.htm


Thank you
Questions
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