
Pacific Offshore Wind Energy Activities

November 10, 2021
Pacific Fishery Management Council – Ad Hoc Marine Planning Committee



BOEM Offshore Wind Energy Authorization Process
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o BOEM coordinates and consults with affected Tribal, State, and local governments and other federal agencies
o Multiple opportunities for public input



Our path forward will help achieve the first-ever national offshore wind goal to deploy 
30 gigawatts of offshore wind by 2030, 
which would create nearly 80,000 jobs
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BOEM Offshore Wind Leasing Path Forward 2021-2025



Oregon and California Planning and Public Input Opportunities Prior to a Lease Auction
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Competitive Leasing Process 
from Call to Auction

Public engagement
*A lease provides the lessee the right to submit a Site Assessment Plan (SAP) and a Construction and Operations Plan (COP) for 
technical and environmental review and approval. A lease does not, by itself, authorize any activity within the leased area.

*

Oregon 
Call Q1 

2022

Oregon 
Lease 

Sale Q3 
2023

Oregon 
WEA Q3 

2022

Humboldt WEA 
Jul 2021

Morro Bay WEA
Nov 2021

California
Lease Sale
Fall 2022



BOEM Oregon Intergovernmental Renewable Energy Task Force
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September 2019 meeting: discussed planning 
approach

o Result: BOEM and DLCD drafted data 
gathering and engagement plan

June 2020 meeting: discussed draft plan
o Result: BOEM and the State of Oregon 

committed to offshore wind energy 
planning; finalized plan

October 2021: discussed data gathering and 
engagement and next steps in the leasing 
process
January 2022: discuss draft Call Area(s) 

Available at www.boem.gov/Oregon



BOEM California Updates
o Northern California

o July 28, 2021 – BOEM announced the Humboldt 
Wind Energy Area (WEA) offshore northern 
California.

o WEA environmental review for potential lease 
issuance underway.

o Central California
o July 29, 2021 – Call for Information and 

Nominations published for Morro Bay Call Area 
East and West Extensions, adjacent to the original 
2018 Morro Bay Call Area. 

o Next step is to identify the Morro Bay WEA.
o Northern and Central California processes combined 

into 1 Proposed Sale Notice for 1 lease sale
o Fall 2022 – California Auction Target Date
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BOEM-Funded Research

The environmental, social, and economic information 
garnered from BOEM-funded studies informs decisions 
about energy programs in the Pacific OCS.
o Current Pacific Studies:

o https://www.boem.gov/Pacific-Current-Studies/
o Recently Completed Pacific Studies:

o https://www.boem.gov/Pacific-Completed-
Studies/

o Environmental Studies Program Information System 
(ESPIS): 
o https://marinecadastre.gov/espis/#/

o Marine Cadastre:
o https://marinecadastre.gov/
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Available at www.boem.gov/Oregon

https://www.boem.gov/Pacific-Current-Studies/
https://www.boem.gov/Pacific-Completed-Studies/
https://marinecadastre.gov/espis/#/
https://marinecadastre.gov/
http://www.boem.gov/Oregon


Contacts

Necy Sumait
Chief, Renewable Energy Section
Pacific Regional Office
805-384-6320
necy.sumait@boem.gov

Whitney Hauer, Ph.D.
Renewable Energy Specialist, 
Oregon Task Force Coordinator
805-384-6263
whitney.hauer@boem.gov

Jeremy Potter
Chief, Environmental Studies Section
Pacific Regional Office
805-384-6343
jeremy.potter@boem.gov

Jean Thurston-Keller
Renewable Energy Specialist, 
California Task Force Coordinator
805-384-6263
whitney.hauer@boem.gov
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