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MERRICK BURDEN NAMED NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF
THE PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Portland, OR - The Pacific Fishery Management Council named Mr. Merrick Burden
as the new Executive Director for the Pacific Fishery Management Council. Mr.
Chuck Tracy, the current Executive Director, will retire in December.

“We believe Merrick’s topical expertise, previous Director experience, and his in-depth
knowledge of the issues facing the Council will allow for a seamless transition as the
Council deals with important ongoing issues,” said Council Chair, Marc Gorelnik. “We
are convinced he will be able to motivate the Council staff to continue their high level
of performance and enable the Council to take on future challenges successfully.”

Mr. Burden’s appointment is effective November 15. For the last six years, he has been
serving as the Senior Director for Resilient Fisheries and the Lead Senior Economist at
the Environmental Defense Fund in Seattle, WA.

Mr. Burden has a bachelor’s degree in Economics from Linfield College and a master’s
degree in Environmental and Resource Economics from Oregon State University. In
addition to his work with the Environmental Defense Fund, he has worked as
Executive Director for the Marine Conservation Alliance, as a Groundfish Staff Officer
for the Pacific Fishery Management Council, as Industry Economist for the National
Marine Fisheries Service, and as an analyst for Northern Economics, Inc.



Council Role

The Pacific Fishery Management Council is one of eight regional fishery management
councils established by the Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act of
1976 for the purpose of managing fisheries miles offshore of the United States of
America coastline. The Pacific Council recommends management measures for fisheries
off the coasts of California, Oregon, and Washington.
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e Pacific Fishery Management Council: http://www.pcouncil.org




