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JUNE 17, 2021

West Coast Region Update on Issuance of
Observer and Catch Monitor Waivers
On June 17, 2021, NOAA Fisheries provided updated information rela�ve to the
na�onal-level criteria for vessels to be waived (released) from at-sea observer or shore-
based catch monitor coverage requirements under the authority of the emergency rule
originally published on March 24, 2020 (85 FR 17285) and recently extended on
March 29, 2021 (86 FR 16307), in light of COVID-19 vaccina�on efforts. 

The West Coast Region provides the following update specific to the protocols in place
for domes�cally-managed fisheries in this Region with full or par�al observer and/or
catch monitor coverage. Observer protocols in the interna�onal HMS fisheries are not
included in these updates. Observer and catch monitor providers have updated their
protocols specifically to be consistent with the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) guidelines for fully vaccinated persons. Vaccina�on rates of West
Coast observers/monitors are nearly 100 percent. 

Waivers will not be issued if there is an observer/monitor available that has completed
a 14-day self-isola�on period, or if a fully vaccinated observer/monitor is available.

We remain commi�ed to the public health and safety of fishermen, observers, and
their communi�es, while fulfilling our mission to maintain our na�on's seafood supply
and conserving marine life. We will con�nue to monitor local public health no�fica�ons
and the CDC for any updates and adapt as needed.

Supplemental Informational Report 6
June 2021

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTcuNDIwODY4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2FjY291bnRzL1VTTk9BQUZJU0hFUklFUy9idWxsZXRpbnMvMmU0NzhmMSJ9.hdogHW5hnNxhdY7bxY9Ohq9mZRij2QVDky0n6EKy-zs/s/725617720/br/108118384073-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTcuNDIwODY4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5maXNoZXJpZXMubm9hYS5nb3YvbGVhZGVyc2hpcC1tZXNzYWdlL25vYWEtZmlzaGVyaWVzLXVwZGF0ZXMtcG9saWN5LWlzc3VhbmNlLXdhaXZlcnMtdW5kZXItZW1lcmdlbmN5LXJ1bGU_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.xSaLQpZSiV3pEmX9AjkIgBsIHRBRMxdwjamoaeksiE8/s/725617720/br/108118384073-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTcuNDIwODY4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZWRlcmFscmVnaXN0ZXIuZ292L2RvY3VtZW50cy8yMDIwLzAzLzI3LzIwMjAtMDY0MjYvZW1lcmdlbmN5LW1lYXN1cmVzLXRvLWFkZHJlc3MtZmlzaGVyeS1vYnNlcnZlci1jb3ZlcmFnZS1kdXJpbmctdGhlLWNvdmlkLTE5LWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLXBhbmRlbWljP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.wTNLYIQxZ6UNVsEXiyTYaltUcvA5Iel37_cUFvMw0CQ/s/725617720/br/108118384073-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTcuNDIwODY4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZWRlcmFscmVnaXN0ZXIuZ292L2RvY3VtZW50cy8yMDIxLzAzLzI5LzIwMjEtMDY0NTgvZXh0ZW5zaW9uLW9mLWVtZXJnZW5jeS1tZWFzdXJlcy10by1hZGRyZXNzLWZpc2hlcnktb2JzZXJ2ZXItY292ZXJhZ2UtZHVyaW5nLXRoZS1jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1wYW5kZW1pYz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.O9ugd3q-gNaY3CdvAVV161PjT7BweM4DOdGSslU4m_c/s/725617720/br/108118384073-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA2MTcuNDIwODY4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzLzIwMTktbmNvdi92YWNjaW5lcy9mdWxseS12YWNjaW5hdGVkLmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.NjphusFbBvmAje0Bet22cZA1lhqyC9U2BUQoEJmaFUU/s/725617720/br/108118384073-l


6/18/2021 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Mail - West Coast Region Update on Issuance of Observer and Catch Monitor Waivers

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=55f003d2f9&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1702852603006771312&simpl=msg-f%3A170285260300… 2/3

Providers’ revised protocols include the following:

1. Pre-trip screening. All observers and catch monitors, regardless of vaccina�on
status, must complete a pre-trip screening ques�onnaire before each trip that is
designed to ensure that observers are following the provider’s protocols and to
screen for COVID-19 symptoms and exposure. Observers and catch monitors that
fail the screening are not deployed un�l they receive a nega�ve COVID-19 test or
can complete an addi�onal 14-day self-isola�on period.

2. Tes�ng. All observers and catch monitors, regardless of vaccina�on status, are
required to receive a viral COVID-19 test according to CDC guidelines and in the
following scenarios:

a. The observer/catch monitor answers “yes” to any of the pre-trip
screening ques�ons.

b. The observer/catch monitor is exhibi�ng signs or symptoms consistent
with COVID-19.

c. When requested by a licensed physician.

d. In conjunc�on with vessel protocols ahead of deployments.

Consistent with the CDC guidelines for fully vaccinated persons, providers are
discon�nuing mandatory 14 day self-isola�on for observers and catch monitors prior to
deployment and one-to-one observer-to-vessel and plant placement. 

Vessel owners/operators should no�fy the Observer Program if their vessel or vessel
company are following stricter safety protocols than those listed above that they would
like the federally-contracted observer to follow. Contact NOAA Fisheries’ Northwest
Fisheries Science Center Observer Program at (866) 780-8064 for groundfish fisheries or
West Coast Region Observer Program at (562) 980-4033 for highly migratory species
fisheries.

Please give the Observer Programs at least two weeks' no�ce of the vessel's specific
protocols, and longer if the provider would need addi�onal �me to comply with the
protocols before deployment. Vessel owners/operators and processors in the West
Coast Groundfish trawl fishery should contact their individually-contracted
observer/catch monitor providers to discuss specific protocols.

Fishery Bulletins and Notices
Visit NOAA Fisheries' Rules & Regulations directory to learn more about recent
federal management ac�ons affec�ng managed fish species on the West Coast.

Visit the NOAA Fisheries West Coast Regional Office website
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