Agenda Item 1.3.a
Supplemental EWG Presentation 1
March 2021

Agenda Item 1.3, Fishery Ecosystem Plan Update

Ecosystem Workgroup Report Summary



EWG Reports March 2021
* Report 1: draft FEP Chapters 3 and 4

» Report 2: draft outline for stand-alone policy
priorities document

» Report 3: draft outline for FEP Chapter 5



2013 Fishery Ecosystem Plan Chapters

Chapter 1 - Introduction %

Chapter 2 - Objectives

. PACIFIC COAST
\ FISHERY ECOSYSTEM PLAN
FOR THE U.S. PORTION OF THE

Chapter 3 — California Current Ecosystem CALIFORNIA CURRENT LARGE MARINE ECOSYSTEM
Overview

Chapter 4 — Addressing the Effects and
Uncertainties of Human Activitiggeand

ha pte r 5 — P F M C POI |Cy P rioriti es fO r Ocea n PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
7700 NE AMBASSADOR PLACE, SUITE 101
esource Management e

(866) 806-7204
WWW.PCOUNCIL.ORG
Jury 2013









Agenda Item 1.3.a
EWG Report 2
March 2021

ECOSYSTEM WORKGROUP REPORT ON THE COUNCIL GUIDANCE DOCUBMENT ON
OFFSHORE NOM-FISHING ACTIVITIES

At the Pacific Fishery Management Council”s (Council"s or PMFC) September 2020 meeting, the
Council asked that the Ecosystem Waorkgroup (EWG) draft a stand-alone guidance document
discussing the Council’s priotities for federal and state agencies analyzing or permitting non-
fishing activities in the California Current Ecosystem. The Council directed that the EWG excerpt
Chapter 5 of the existing Fishery Ecosystem Plan (FEP,) PFMC Policy Priovittes for Ocean
Rezource Mansgemens, to serve as the baseline for the stand-alone guidance document

For this March 2021 meeting, the EWG updated the outline for this new stand-alone document
from the outline we had provided as Chapter 5 in Agenda bemn F 2. Anachment |, based on
comments received at the Sepiember 2000 meeting and mitial wdeas discussed in the winber
workshops for the Climate and Comemunitics Initative. This repont is being submited to the
Council's advance bricfing book in carly February, Onee we have had more opponunities o
review the results of those workshops, we may have fusther recomemendations for revising the
outline and contents of this document

The EWG would appreciate Council guidance on:

o Whether the Council prefers this document continue as a stand-alone document outside
the FEP; and,

& Whether the Council has suggestions for modifymg the outline before the EWG drafis the
full document.

Fimally, the EWG notes that this drafi guidance document may be useful to the Council's
discussions under Agenda [tem C_2., Marine Planning Update,

Pacific Fishery Management Council Guidance on Agency
Activities in the California Current Ecosystem

The Councal's policies for CCE resources addness species, habalal types, hishenes, and ecologcal
Fumctions of partscular concern o, or that may strongly drive, the Council’s work. Unhike the FEP, this
dociment = nol inlended 1o guxde fulure Councl work, bul to provide external enlibies with gusdance on
Council pronties for the CCE"s stabus amd funchons. Exlernal enfibes that may be inlerested in the
Council's ecosystem-based management planmng process and mibe Councal’s cumulative management
priorities may melude Federal or sisle agencies conducting activibes withan the CCE, regional and
national manne use planning bodies, and imernational fshery and ocean rescurce management bodies.

The Pacific Council 1= one of enght regional fishery management councls authonized by the M3A and =
responsible For the management of lishenes of the living manne resowrces of the U.S. EEZ {3-200 nm)
ol the coasts of Washington, Oregon, and Californsa. |n addition 1o baving management responsibility
for 100+ specses of Ash and their sssocaated fishenes ol the U5, West Coast EEZ, the Pacific Council 15
responsible for reviewing non-hshang scinabes that may affect EFH for Councd-managed species.
Cumulstavely, EFH for Council-managed species extends throughout the US, West Coast EEX, and
imshore of the EEL 1o encompass salmon rivers as [ar easl as Idabo. Counctl pnonbes for s managed
spectes may be found within its four FMPs. In general, the Couneal 15 mierested m 2nd may bave
concerns with any projects thal have potenfial adverse elfects on living manne resources, the biole
daversity ol manne lafe, the functionsl integrty ol the manne ecosystem, or ko important manne habitst or
msociated biolomeal commumities.

1 MNon-Fishing Activities of Particular Interest for their Potential
Effects on the Marine Environment

The Councal 15 concerned with the potential elfects of non-(ishimg acthivities that could directly or
imdarectly bharm or kil any of 1is managed species st any ol thesr lile stsges, which are wlentafied and
decussed m detail imthe FMPs. Included m this sechon will be descriptions of non-fishamg husmsn
sclivilies {current and future ) tht may negabively aflect Councal managed species (simalar 1o Table 4.2 m
dralt Chapler 4, EW0 Report 1)

2 Species of Particular Interest for Protection from the Effects of
Non-Fishing Activities

The Council has junisdiction over fish, which the MS A defines 2s “linfish, mollssks, crsisceans, snd all
ather forms of marine anumsl snd plant life other than manne memmals and birds.™ BOAA snd the
LISFWS sdmanister recovery programs for all marine and ansdromisus species listed as threatensed or
endangered under the ESA, and sdwmamster protection programs for mannse mammals ender the MMP A
The USFWS manages prolection progrmms for bind species, inclhslng seabinds, umder the META. The
Council is concermsexd with the polential effects of non-fshing activitses thal could derectly or mdirectly
harm or kill any of ts mansged species al any of their lile slages, are andl dscussed i
detail inthe FMPs. There sre, howe « WHBEE AfCies and apeviss F = that are likely 1o be more
vialmernble 1o the elfects of non-fish activities on their life oycles and habitsts

Offshore Activilies in the CCE March 2021




Recommended Schedule

09/21: Council reviews
complete draft FEP,
recommends revisions,
sends out for public
review;

10/21 — 12/21: public
review period

01/22: EWG final draft

03/22: Council adopts
final FEP

bupp]LmLmal EWG Rep
March

ECOSYSTEM WORKGROUP REPORT ON
THE FISHERY ECOS M PLAN UPDATE

During the E stem W oup’s (EWG's) February 22-23, 2021 meeting, we discussed a draft
em Plan (FEP) chapter on e tem science in the Council
process. ‘On February 23, ore briefed the EWG and the E stem Advisory l&.uhpn.ln el
on the development of the ( iI's Research and Data Needs Database, which hLIpui the
think about the types of projects : eas that could be included in that datab versus the bigger
picture discu )
ence documents and strategic planning processes
within the agencies and commissions that participate in and support the Council proce

ntent is to h lh; C numll a dr:llt of the final LhJPlLr to the
ere the Council is tentatively scheduled to adopt the revised

concerned that if thL Council were to adopt the revis
ory bodies and the public would not have an adequate opportunity to review the full
FEP. Therefore, we recommend the Council consider an FEP adoption process

provides a complete draft FEP for review by Council, advisory
and the public. Council receives comments and makes recommendations for
te revisions to be v the EWG in Sepie detober 2021,
October-December : staff issues Public Review Draft FEP, with comments
due by the end of D
/ 1s to FEP for March 2022 briefing box
*h 2022: Final Council Ldnpnun of FEP.

Chapter 5 Ecosystem Science in the Council Process

In the 2013 FEP, this chapter briefly addressed bringing ecosystem science into stock assessments
F tem status report. The Council moved all of its recommendations on specific
tem science projects into the Research and Data Needs Document, which is now becoming
a database (tentatively scheduled for discussion at the \pll 2021 Council meetir
]I'I[I'L"l.ll.IL[tl section of l|::; new ( IlL|T[\.I 5 would tllnulu our pmlvl ss e

re |.-Li:|1h.' ll‘nti..-lm'.l.t
wnd social conditions. .-\ddllmll;dl}.', this
section would discuss when and how t|lI|L'L|}' we [1Il_1_'_hl react 1o new ecosystem informati
all new ecosystem info on needs immediate reactions, nor would the ecosystem or fishing
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