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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:   October 23, 2020 
 
TO:   Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team and Coastal Pelagic Species Advisory 

Subpanel 
 
FROM:  Kerry Griffin, Staff Officer 
 
SUBJECT:  November 2020 Council Meeting  

The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) will meet in online format November 9-10, 
12-13 & 16-20.  The Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team (CPSMT) and the Coastal Pelagic 
Species Advisory Subpanel (CPSAS) will convene November 16 – 17.  Major topics for discussion 
at this meeting are below.  For more detailed information, please refer to the situation summaries 
in the Briefing Book materials. 
 
Exempted Fishing Permits – Preliminary Review (H.1) 
The Council will consider adopting for public review any proposals for exempted fishing permits 
(EFP), with final approval scheduled for the April 2021 meeting.  Advanced Briefing Book 
materials include two letters of intent from the California Wetfish Producers Association (CWPA) 
and one from the West Coast Pelagic Conservation Group. 
 
Methodology Review Topic Selection (H.2) 
Proposals for new survey or other science-based methodologies must undergo independent review 
prior to being used in Council stock assessments or other products.  For CPS, proponents of new 
methodologies bring their proposal to the November Council meeting for consideration.    While 
there are no proposals for methodology reviews, there are two items in the advance November 
Briefing Book materials that should be considered by the CPSAS and CPSMT.  
 
Comments on Court Ordered Rulemaking on Harvest Specifications for 
the Central Subpopulation of Northern Anchovy (H.3) 
The United States District Court for Northern California issued an order for the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) to promulgate a rule for management reference points for the central 
subpopulation of northern anchovy (CSNA).  If the proposed rule is published in time, the CPSMT 
and CPSAS should review and be prepared to comment. 
 
Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology (C.3) 
NMFS issued a final rule to implement a provision of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act (Agenda Item C.3, Attachment 1). This provision requires that all fishery 
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management plans (FMPs) establish a standardized reporting methodology to assess the amount 
and type of bycatch occurring in a fishery.  The Council and its Advisory Bodies are to determine 
whether FMP provisions are consistent with the final rule.  
 
Elections 
The CPSAS and CPSMT will hold elections for calendar year 2021.   
 
KFG:rdd 
 
Enclosures: 
1. Agenda Item A.4 – Council Meeting Agenda 
2. Agenda Item B.1 – Open Comment 
3. Agenda Item C.2 – National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Report 
4. Agenda Item C.3 – Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology 
5. Agenda item H.1 – Preliminary Review of New Exempted Fishing Permits for 2021 
6. Agenda Item H.2 – Methodology Review Topic Selection 
7. Agenda Item H.3 – Comments on Court Ordered Rulemaking on Harvest Specifications for 

the Central Subpopulation of Northern Anchovy 
8. Agenda Item C.7 – Membership Appointments and Council Operating Procedures 
9. Agenda Item C.8 – Future Council Meeting Agenda and Workload Planning 
10. CPSMT Agenda 
11. CPSAS Agenda 
12. Council Meeting Schedule and Roster 
 
 
PFMC 
10/21/20 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE:   October  23, 2020 

TO:   Enforcement Consultants 

FROM:  Jim Seger Staff Officer 

SUBJECT: November 2020 Council Meeting Materials 

The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) and its advisory bodies will meet November 
9-10, 12-13, and 16-20, 2020, via webinar.  All meetings are open to the public.  For Advisory 
Bodies, there will be one daily opportunity for public comment. 

Instructions for how to connect to Advisory Body webinars will be posted on the Council’s 
November 2020 Meeting webpage prior to the first day of the meeting.  It is recommended that 
you use a computer headset to listen to the meeting, but you may use your telephone for the audio-
only portion of the meeting.  The audio portion may be attended using a telephone by following 
the connect to audio instructions on your screen, shown after joining the webinar. 

The main meeting for the Enforcement Consultants (EC) will be held Thursday November 12, at 
8 a.m. and the EC will meet Friday November 13, and Monday November 16 through Thursday 
November 19, as necessary.  Other sessions may be scheduled during that period, as needed, and 
the times for those sessions will be posted on the Council’s November meeting website.  

Enclosed are materials for items on the EC Agenda and additional items that might be of interest 
to you.  Your agenda allows you to add other items from the Council agenda, if you should decide 
there are other issues on which you would like to comment. 
 
JLS:rdd 
 
Enclosures: 
 
1. Agenda Item A.4, Proposed Council Meeting Agenda 
2. EC Agenda 
3. CPSAS Agenda 
4. CPSMT Agenda 
5. GAP Agenda 
6. GMT Agenda 

https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/november-13-20-2020-council-meeting/
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7. HC Agenda 
8. LC Agenda 
9. HMSAS Agenda 
10. HMSMT Agenda 
11. SAS Agenda 
12. STT Agenda 

Administrative Matters  

13. C.8 Future Council Meeting Agenda and Workload Planning 
Pacific Halibut  

14. E.1 2021 Catch Sharing Plan and Annual Regulations – Final Action 
15. E.2 Transition of Area 2A Fishery Management – Final Action 
16. E.3 Non-Indian Commercial-Directed Fishery Regulations for 2021 

Salmon Management  

17. F.2 Southern Resident Killer Whale Endangered Species Act Consultation – Final Action 
Groundfish Management  

18. G.1 Gear Switching for Sablefish in the Trawl Catch Share Fishery 
19. G.3 Inseason Adjustments for 2020 and 2021 Including Pacific Whiting Set-Asides for 

2021 – Final Action 
Coastal Pelagic Species Management 

20. H.1 Preliminary Review of New Exempted Fishing Permits for 2021 
Highly Migratory Species Management 

21. I.2 Recommend International Management Activities 
General Information 

22. Schedule of Council Meetings and Council Roster 
 
 
PFMC 
10/21/20 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:   October  23, 2020 
 
TO:   Groundfish Advisory Subpanel, Groundfish Management Team, and Groundfish 

Interested Persons 
 
FROM:  Mr. Todd Phillips, Groundfish Staff Officer 
 
SUBJECT:  November 2020 Council Meeting Materials 
 
The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) and its advisory bodies will meet via webinar 
November 9-10, 12-13 & 16-20, 2020. The Groundfish Management Team (GMT) and the 
Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP) will convene their sessions starting Thursday, November 
12 at 8:00 A.M. and adjourn on Wednesday, November 18.  All meetings are open to the public.  
For advisory bodies, there will be a once-daily opportunity for public comment scheduled on their 
agendas. 
 
Instructions for how to connect to advisory body webinars will be posted on the Council’s 
November 2020 Meeting webpage prior to the first day of the meeting.  It is recommended that 
you use a computer headset to listen to the meeting, but you may use your telephone for the audio-
only portion of the meeting.  The audio portion may be attended using a telephone by following 
the connect to audio instructions on your screen, shown after joining the webinar. Please remember 
to enter your full name (including your Agency acronym if appropriate) when prompted on the 
webinar entry screen. This additional information helps Council identify speakers in the webinar. 
 
The Council is scheduled to consider several important groundfish agenda items and related 
matters of interest.  The briefing book materials attached to this memorandum provide detailed 
information for these items on the Council’s November agenda; however, the following agenda 
items, summarized below, may be of particular interest.   
 
E.2 Transition of Area 2A Fishery Management – Final Action 
At its March 2020 meeting, the Council discussed the report provided by the Project Team, and 
adopted the range of alternatives provided with suggested edits.  In September 2020, the Project 
Team’s report to the Council included an updated range of alternatives. Based on that report the 
Council adopted preliminary preferred alternatives for public review. Attachment 1 under this 
agenda item provides the updated range of alternatives. The Council is scheduled to take final 
action and select its final preferred alternatives. 
   

https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/november-13-20-2020-council-meeting/
https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/november-13-20-2020-council-meeting/
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https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2020/02/f-3-attachment-2-draft-range-of-alternatives-for-the-proposed-transfer-of-management-responsibilities-for-area-2a-pacific-halibut-fisheries-with-focus-on-the-non-indian-directed-commercial-fishery.pdf/
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E.3 Non-Indian Commercial-Directed Fishery Regulations for 2021 
Groundfish fishery management does not encompass managing Pacific halibut; however, many 
participants involved in groundfish fishery management have expressed interest in this agenda 
item. At their September meeting, the Council adopted options for the 2021 Area 2A non-Indian 
commercial-directed halibut fishery season. Stakeholders have the opportunity to provide input on 
these options under this agenda item. Additionally, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
and the Council have been notified of higher-than-expected yelloweye rockfish bycatch in this 
fishery this year. A report from NMFS is provided regarding available information on the incidental 
catch of yelloweye rockfish in this directed fishery.  
 
G.1 Gear Switching for Sablefish in the Trawl Catch Share Fishery  
The Council adopted a statement of purpose and need  at the September meeting for sablefish gear 
switching. At this meeting, the Council will consider adopting a range of alternatives for further 
analysis. In September, the Council reviewed three potential alternatives, which are described in 
detail in Agenda Item D.1, Attachment 1, September 2020. The Council may adopt the alternatives 
as described, but may modify the alternatives or incorporate new options as appropriate.  
 
G.2 National Marine Fisheries Service Report  
Under this agenda item, NMFS will provide an overview of current rulemaking, a timeline for 
action items, and present information on cost recovery.  While no Council action is scheduled 
under this agenda item, stakeholders will have  the opportunity to provide feedback to the Council 
and NMFS. Additionally, the Northwest Fishery Science Center has provided their annual reports 
on salmon and seabird bycatch.  
 
G.3 Inseason Adjustments for 2020 and 2021 Including Pacific Whiting Set‐Asides for 2021 
– Final Action  
This agenda item will consider progress to date of the groundfish fisheries as well as routine 
inseason adjustments to the 2020 fisheries, as necessary, to achieve conservation objectives. In 
addition, it’s expected that the recent high catch of yelloweye rockfish in the non-Indian 
commercial-directed halibut fishery will be accounted for and the Council will look for 
opportunities to balance the catch for 2020 and the expected catch in 2021 to ensure that the annual 
catch limit for yelloweye rockfish is not exceeded. The Council is also scheduled to adopt yield 
set-asides to accommodate the incidental mortality of Pacific whiting in 2021 research activities 
and in the pink shrimp fishery. 
 
G.4 Sablefish Management Strategy Evaluation Update  
The Council will be given an update on the sablefish management strategy evaluation (MSE) 
process framework and the development of an operational model. As part of the MSE, the Council 
may consider modifying the scope of the MSE to include additional inputs that evaluate socio-
economic ramifications to the fishery due to changing ecosystem conditions and/or other 
management strategies. The MSE development team is requesting feedback on the MSE 
operational model and how the West Coast would like to provide feedback to the team on 
identification of management objectives, alternative management strategies, and performance 
metrics for the MSE.  
 
C.3 Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology 
The Council is scheduled to review each fishery management plan (FMP) per requirements of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act. NOAA fisheries filed a final rule that requires all FMPs to establish a 
standardized bycatch reporting methodology (SBRM) to assess the amount and extent of bycatch 

https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2020/09/september-2020-decision-summary-document.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2020/09/september-2020-decision-summary-document.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2020/08/d-1-a-samtaac-report-sablefish-management-and-trawl-allocation-attainment-committee-final-report-to-the-council.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2020/08/d-1-a-samtaac-report-sablefish-management-and-trawl-allocation-attainment-committee-final-report-to-the-council.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2020/08/d-1-attachment-1-preliminary-assessment-of-trawl-under-attainment-issues-and-samtaac-alternative-qualification-criteria-updated-august-2020.pdf/
https://www.pcouncil.org/documents/2020/08/d-1-attachment-1-preliminary-assessment-of-trawl-under-attainment-issues-and-samtaac-alternative-qualification-criteria-updated-august-2020.pdf/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/19/2017-00405/standardized-bycatch-reporting-methodology
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/19/2017-00405/standardized-bycatch-reporting-methodology
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in the fishery. Advisory bodies are invited to review the groundfish FMP to determine if it meets 
the criteria of the SBRM. Recommendations from the GAP and the GMT will assist the Council 
in this endeavor and help to determine if an FMP amendment is needed to meet the SBRM 
requirements. 
 
This mailing includes the enclosures listed below.  Please review these briefing materials in 
advance to facilitate an efficient meeting week.  Briefing materials for this meeting can be accessed 
from the November 2020 meeting page.  
 
Thank you for your commitment to the Council process and management of Pacific groundfish 
fisheries. 
 
TMP:ael 
 
Enclosures include: 
1. Agenda Item A.4 – Council Meeting Agenda 
2. Agenda Item B.1 – Open Comment Items 
3. Agenda Item C.3 – Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology 
4. Agenda Item G – Groundfish Management 
5. Agenda Item E – Pacific Halibut 
6. Enforcement Consultants Agenda 
7. GAP Agenda 
8. GMT Agenda 
9. Scientific and Statistical Committee Agenda and Draft Minutes 

10. Informational Reports 
11. Council Roster 
 
PFMC 
10/21/20 

https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/november-13-20-2020-council-meeting/
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: October 21, 2020 

TO: Highly Migratory Species Advisory Subpanel, Highly Migratory Species 
Management Team, and Interested Persons 

FROM: Dr. Kit Dahl, Staff Officer for Highly Migratory Species 

SUBJECT:  November 2020 Council Meeting 

The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) will meet November 9-10, 12-13 & 16-20 by 
webinar. The Highly Migratory Species Advisory Subpanel (HMSAS) and the Highly Migratory 
Species Management Team (HMSMT) will meet Thursday, Friday, and Monday, November 12, 
13, and 16. Instructions for how to connect to advisory body webinars will be posted on the 
Council’s November 2020 Meeting webpage prior to the first day of the meeting. Summaries of 
the four HMS topics and one Administrative item on the Council agenda follow.  

I.1 National Marine Fisheries Service Report 

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will brief the Council on recent regulatory activities 
and international meetings. 

I.2 Recommend International Management Activities 

The situation summary reports on recent meetings of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (IATTC)/Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) Joint 
Working Group on Pacific Bluefin Tuna Management, WCPFC Northern Committee, and the 
Permanent Advisory Committee to Advise the U.S. Commissioners to the Western and Central 
Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC PAC). The Seventeenth Regular Session of the WCPFC 
(WCPFC17), is scheduled to occur online December 8-15, 2020. WCPFC PAC recommendations 
are included as Attachment 3. These can be used as a resource for the development of any Council 
recommendations to the U.S. delegation. 

The IATTC Chair has proposed November 30-December 4 as the dates for the annual Commission 
meeting. The Council may wish to advise on the adoption of a new IATTC resolution to succeed 
Resolution C-18-01 (Measures for the Conservation and Management of Pacific Bluefin Tuna in 
the Eastern Pacific Ocean, 2019 and 2020). A draft U.S. proposal is available in Attachment 1, 
Annex E. Discussion of the measure could also address domestic implementation as suggested by 

https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/november-13-20-2020-council-meeting/
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the HMSAS in September. Another high priority issue for West Coast fisheries is the adoption of 
bigeye tuna commercial catch limit as part of a new tropical tuna measure. 

I.3 Biennial Harvest Specifications and Management Measures  

In even-numbered years the Council may review and comment on status determination criteria 
established by NMFS for the species managed under the HMS Fishery Management Plan (FMP). 
Attachment 1 is an updated draft of the stock status section of the HMS Stock Assessment and 
Fishery Evaluation document including estimates of management reference points and, if 
available, status determinations made by NMFS. Determinations are pending for three stocks: 
Pacific bluefin tuna, Eastern Pacific bigeye tuna, and Eastern Pacific yellowfin tuna. For the latter 
two stocks, NMFS has been waiting for the IATTC Scientific Advisory Committee to meet to 
review new benchmark assessments. 

I.4 Drift Gillnet Fishery Hard Caps 

As reported at the March 2020 Council meeting, a final rule implementing a 2015 Council decision 
to implement protected species hard caps for the California/Oregon thresher shark/swordfish large 
mesh drift gillnet (DGN) fishery came into force early this year. Per a Council request, at this 
meeting NMFS will report on comments received on the final rule implementing hard caps, the 
details of the economic analysis that was the basis for withdrawing the proposed rule, and a range 
of viable measures the Council could consider in a future rulemaking process. 

C.3 Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology 

In 2017 NMFS issued regulations specifying the requirement of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act (MSA) that all fishery management plans (FMPs), with respect 
to any fishery, establish a standardized reporting methodology to assess the amount and type of 
bycatch occurring in a fishery. (These guidelines may be found in the Code of Federal Regulations 
at Title 50, Part 600, Subpart R.) FMPs must be consistent with these regulations by February 21, 
2022 (50 CFR 600.1610(b)). At this meeting, the Council will review its four FMPs for consistency 
with the final rule and discuss next steps. Mr. Brett Wiedoff, Council Staff, will brief the HMSAS 
and HMSMT on this review process. 

With Council meetings being conducted online, the number of agenda items at each meeting has 
been limited. Keeping this in mind, you may wish to provide comments on scheduling HMS topics 
at future Council meetings under Agenda Item C.8, Future Council Meeting Agenda and Workload 
Planning. 

In addition to the enclosed briefing materials, you may obtain electronic copies of all the meeting 
materials on our website. We also post supplemental briefing materials on our website as they 
become available after distribution of the advance briefing book.  Public comment is available 
only in electronic form through the Council’s e-portal. Visit the November 2020 Meeting webpage 
to access these materials. 

As always, thank you for your service to the Council process. 

https://pfmc.psmfc.org/
https://pfmc.psmfc.org/
https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/november-13-20-2020-council-meeting/
https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/november-13-20-2020-council-meeting/
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KRD:kma 

Enclosures: 

1. Agenda Item A.4:  Council Meeting Agenda 
2. Agenda Items I:  Highly Migratory Species Management 
3. Agenda Items C: Administrative Matters 
4. HMSAS and HMSMT Meeting Agendas 
5. Informational Reports  
6. Council Roster 

 
 
PFMC 
10/21/20 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:   October 23, 2020 
TO:   Salmon Advisory Subpanel, Salmon Technical Team, Model Evaluation Workgroup, 

Southern Resident Killer Whale Workgroup, Southern Oregon/Northern California 
Coast Coho Workgroup, and Interested Persons 

FROM:  Robin Ehlke, Staff Officer 
SUBJECT:  November 2020 Council Meeting 
 
The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) and its advisory bodies will meet via webinar 
November 9-10, 12-13 & 16-20 2020.  The Council and its Advisory Bodies will not be holding 
meetings Wednesday, November 11 or the weekend of Saturday, November 14 and Sunday, 
November 15.   
 
Instructions for how to connect to the Council meeting and Advisory Body webinars will be posted 
on the Council’s November 2020 Meeting webpage prior to the first day of the meeting.  
 
The Salmon Advisory Subpanel (SAS) and the Salmon Technical Team (STT) will meet in 
conjunction with the November 2020 Council meeting.  The Model Evaluation Workgroup (MEW), 
the Ad Hoc Southern Resident Killer Whale Workgroup (SRKW Workgroup), and the Ad Hoc 
Southern Oregon/Northern California Coast Coho Workgroup (SONCC Coho Workgroup) will not 
meet during the Council meeting.  However, all advisory members are welcome to attend the online 
SAS meeting (Monday and Tuesday, November 9-10), or the STT meeting (Monday, November 9) to 
discuss topics of interest on the Council agenda.  In addition, a representative from the SRKW 
Workgroup and a representative from the SONCC Coho Workgroup will participate in the November 
Council meeting to provide a statement on their respective topic. 
 
The Council will cover the salmon agenda items on Monday, November 16.  Three salmon topics will 
be discussed by the Council.  The first topic (Agenda Item F.1) will be the 2021 Preseason 
Management schedule.  The second topic (Agenda Item F.2) covers the SRKW Endangered Species 
Act consultation process.  The Council is scheduled to adopt final preferred alternatives from the 
range of alternatives adopted for public review at the September 2020 Council meeting.  The last 
salmon topic (Agenda Item F.3) will focus on the SONCC Endangered Species Act consultation 
process.  The SONCC Coho Workgroup will update the Council on its progress on the risk assessment 
and development of a range of alternatives.   
 
There are also three topics addressing Pacific halibut fishery management on the November Council 
agenda.  Two topics will be covered on Friday November 13.  Under Agenda Item E.1, the Council 
will adopt the final changes to the 2021 Halibut Catch Sharing Plan and annual regulations.  Proposed 

https://www.pcouncil.org/council_meeting/november-13-20-2020-council-meeting/
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changes were adopted for public review at the September 2020 Council meeting.  Agenda Item E.2 
will cover the transition of Area 2A fishery management.  The Council adopted preliminary preferred 
alternatives for public review at the September 2020 Council meeting and is scheduled to adopt final 
preferred alternatives at this November meeting.  On Monday November 16, under Agenda Item E.3, 
the Council will adopt final changes for the 2021 non-Indian commercial directed fishery regulations 
for recommendation to the International Pacific Halibut Commission.  Proposed changes for this 
fishery were adopted for public review at the September 2020 Council meeting. 
 
Current Habitat Issues (Agenda Item D.1) is scheduled for Friday November 13.  In addition, there 
are multiple Administrative Matters of interest on the Council’s agenda scheduled.  On Friday, 
November 13, the Council Coordination Committee will provide a report under Agenda Item C.1, 
and under Agenda Item C.2, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) will provide a report on West 
Coast Region priorities, and other topics.   On Thursday, November 19, under Agenda Item C.3, the 
Council will discuss Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology (SBRM) and review all the 
Fishery Management Plans for consistency with the final rule from NMFS.  SBRM will be of 
particular interest to the STT.  The Council will also discuss Legislative Matters (Agenda Item C.4.) 
and Fiscal Matters (C.5).  On Friday November 20, Future Council meeting agendas and workload 
planning will be discussed under Agenda Item C.8.   
 
Also, under Informational Reports, the STT will submit an inseason harvest report for the ocean 
salmon fisheries.  Look for this report once the Council meeting is underway. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.   
 
RDE:rdd 
 
Enclosures: 

1. Agenda Item A.4 – Council Agenda 
2. Agenda Items C.1, C.2, C.3, C.4, C.5, C.8 –  Council Administrative Matters 
3. Agenda Item D.1 – Habitat Issues 
4. Agenda Items E.1, E.2, E.3 – Pacific Halibut Management 
5. Agenda Items F.1, F.2, F.3 – Salmon Management 
6. Informational Reports 
7. Council Schedule and Council Roster 
8. SAS Agenda 
9. STT Agenda 
10. Habitat Committee Agenda 
 
 
PFMC 
10/21/20 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:   October 20, 2020 
 
TO:   Scientific and Statistical Committee 
 
FROM:  John DeVore, Staff Officer 
 
SUBJECT:  November 2020 Council Meeting Materials 
 
 
The Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) and its advisory bodies will meet November 
9-10, 12-13, 16-20, 2020 via webinar.  The Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) will meet 
on Thursday, November 12 and Friday, November 13, starting at 8 a.m. each day.  Your meeting 
materials are enclosed. 

Instructions for how to connect to Advisory Body webinars will be posted on the Council’s 
November 2020 Meeting webpage prior to the first day of the meeting.  It is recommended that 
you use a computer headset to listen to the meeting, but you may use your telephone for the audio-
only portion of the meeting.   

Council Administrative Matters 

The SSC will review the nominations of Ms. Gretchen Hanshew and Mr. Daniel Studt, National 
Marine Fisheries Service West Coast Region (NMFS WCR), to fill the NMFS WCR seats on the 
Groundfish Management Team (GMT) vacated by Ms. Abigail Harley and Ms. Karen Palmigiano.  
The SSC will also review the nomination of Dr. Chantel Wetzel, NMFS Northwest Fisheries 
Science Center (NMFS NWFSC), to fill the vacant NMFS NWFSC seat on the GMT.   

The SSC will discuss future workload planning and will report to the Council on their plans under 
Agenda Item C.8. 

The SSC will begin discussion with Dr. Jim Hastie and Dr. Sarah Shoffler, NMFS Southwest and 
Northwest Fisheries Science Centers, respectively on developing a regional policy/plan for 
deciding best scientific information available (BSIA).  This policy is anticipated to be considered 
by the Council next year in advance of a 2022 deadline to develop a policy. 

The SSC will continue planning and development of a new Research and Data Needs database. 
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Groundfish Management 

Agenda Item G.1 – Gear Switching for Sablefish in the Trawl Catch Share Fishery:  Under Future 
Meeting Planning, the SSC will discuss a proposed analysis of gear switching behavior (see 
Section 3 in Agenda Item G.1, Attachment 3).  Council staff may recommend the Council task the 
SSC Economics Subcommittee to review the methodology for this analysis before the March 2021 
Council meeting.   

The SSC will be briefed on a management strategy evaluation (MSE) framework for Northeast 
Pacific sablefish by Dr. Melissa Haltuch, NMFS NWFSC.  The SSC will also be briefed on the 
spatial operating model under development for use in the MSE by Ms. Maia Kapur, University of 
Washington, and will offer critical comment on the model.  The SSC will provide their 
recommendations on the operating model as well as the scope of the MSE.  

The SSC will be briefed on the October 23 SSC Groundfish Subcommittee meeting second review 
of proposed length-based assessment methods and their recommendations on future use of these 
methods for stock assessment.    The SSC will recommend any of these new methodologies they 
endorse for informing future groundfish stock assessments and will also recommend language for 
the Terms of Reference (TOR) for the Groundfish and Coastal Pelagic Species Stock Assessment 
Process for 2021 and 2022 pending an endorsement of new length-based assessment methods. 

Coastal Pelagic Species Management 

The SSC will review any new exempted fishing permits proposed for 2021. 

The SSC will review any new coastal pelagic species methodology proposals to inform future 
coastal pelagic species assessment proposed for a formal review next year. 

The SSC will be briefed on the court-ordered rulemaking on harvest specifications for the Central 
Subpopulation of Northern Anchovy and may offer comments to the Council on how to achieve 
compliance. 

Highly Migratory Species Management 

The SSC will be briefed on considerations for a NMFS BSIA determination for deciding bigeye 
and yellowfin tuna harvest specifications.  New assessments for these species are structured in a 
probabilistic framework and NMFS is seeking guidance on how to use the framework for 
determining BSIA. 

Thank you all for your dedication to West Coast fishery management and the Council process.  

JDD:kma 
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Enclosures include: 

Council and SSC Administrative Matters 

1. Agenda Item A.4 – Council Meeting Agenda 
2. Agenda Item C.8 – Future Council Meeting Agenda and Workload Planning 

Groundfish Management 

3. Agenda Item G.1 – Gear Switching for Sablefish in the Trawl Catch Share Fishery 
4. Agenda Item G.4 – Sablefish Management Strategy Evaluation Update 

Coastal Pelagic Species Management 

5. Agenda Item H.1 – Preliminary Review of New Exempted Fishing Permits for 2021 
6. Agenda Item H.2 – Methodology Review Topic Selection 
7. Agenda Item H.3 – Comments on Court Ordered Rulemaking on Harvest Specifications 

for the Central Subpopulation of Northern Anchovy 

Highly Migratory Species Management 

8. Agenda Item I.3 – Biennial Harvest Specifications and Management Measures 
 
SSC Agenda, Draft SSC Minutes, Closed Session, Etc. 
 

9. November 2020 SSC Agenda 
10. Draft September 2020 SSC Minutes 
11. Closed Session 
12. Informational Reports 
13. General Information and Council Roster 

 
 
PFMC 
10/20/20 
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