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HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES MANAGEMENT TEAM REPORT ON ESSENTIAL FISH
HABITAT REVIEW

The Highly Migratory Species Management Team (HMSMT) revisited guidance on the HMS
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) review from the March 2020 Council meeting, including the action
plan (Agenda Item .2, Attachment 1) and the Habitat Committee statement (Agenda Item [.2.a,
Supplemental HC Report 1). The HMSMT additionally found it helpful to review the November
2010 Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team’s report on the coastal pelagic species EFH
review conducted in 2010 (Agenda Item 1.4.a, Attachment 1, November 2010).

The HMSMT heard an update at their July 27, 2020 webinar on the literature review that is being
conducted by Southwest Fishery Science Center Fisheries Resources Division (SWFSC FRD) Life
History Program staff as the initial step in completing Phase | of the review (see appended
References). A substantial body of new research has been produced and published since EFH was
initially described for HMS in 2003, which focuses on diet, movement, and habitat utilization of
HMS. The studies documented in the SWFSC literature review indicate that an update to the
existing EFH description may be warranted.

Changes in HMS fisheries since the adoption of the original EFH provisions in the HMS Fishery
Management Plan (FMP), both in management and fishery behaviors, may warrant additional
updates to the existing EFH description. Such changes include the removal of pelagic thresher
shark and bigeye thresher shark from the list of management unit species, a substantial decline in
the number of participating large mesh drift gillnet (DGN) fishing vessels and related fishing
effort, and Council authorization of deep-set buoy gear as a method for targeting swordfish.

The HMSMT further notes that the maps in the existing EFH description are out of date and should
be updated to better convey the required habitat information.

The HMSMT worked with SWFSC FRD staff to implement the Habitat Committee’s suggestion
to create a table highlighting potential changes necessary to update the HMS FMP. The HMSMT
intends to submit a final version of the table as part of a supplemental September 2020 Council
briefing book report, along with more detailed recommendations regarding potential updates
needed in the EFH sections of the HMS FMP.

If the Council decides to move on to Phase 11, the HMSMT could provide a scope and schedule
for making revisions, and a markup version of the HMS FMP EFH indicating proposed revisions
in advance of a future Council meeting.
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