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TABLE II-6. Chinook stock status relative to overfished and overfishing criteria.  A stock is overfished if the 3-year geometric mean spawning escapement is less than the 
minimum stock size threshold (MSST); a stock experiences overfishing if the total annual exploitation rate exceeds the maximum fishing mortality threshold (MFMT) 
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TABLE III-7. Coho stock status relative to overfished and overfishing criteria.  A stock is overfished if the 3-year geometric mean spawning escapement is less than the 
minimum stock size threshold (MSST); a stock experiences overfishing if the total annual exploitation rate exceeds the maximum fishing mortality threshold (MFMT).
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TABLE I-1. Preseason adult Chinook salmon stock forecasts in thousands of fish.  (Page 1 of 3)
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TABLE I-2. Preseason adult coho salmon stock forecasts in thousands of fish.  (Page 1 of 2) 
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TABLE V-4. Stock status relative to overfished and overfishing criteria.  A stock is approaching an overfished condition if the 3-year geometric mean of the most recent two 
years and the forecast spawning escapement is less than the minimum stock size threshold (MSST); a stock would experience overfishing if the total annual exploitation rate exceeds 
the maximum fishing mortality threshold (MFMT).  Occurrences of stocks at risk of approaching an overfished condition or experiencing overfishing are indicated in bold.  2020 
spawning escapement and exploitation rate estimates are based on preliminary 2020 preseason abundance forecasts and 2019 Council regulations. 
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TABLE V-5. Postseason SACL, SOFL, and spawner escapement estimates for Sacramento River fall Chinook (SRFC), 
Klamath River fall Chinook (KRFC) and Willapa Bay coho.  For the current year, SACL and SOFL are preseason values.  Current year 
spawner escapements are preseason values based on current abundance forecasts and the previous year fishing regulations. 

 
 
TABLE V-6. Comparison of projected ocean escapements and exploitation rates for critical natural and Columbia River 
hatchery coho stocks (thousands of fish) resulting from application of 2019 Council-adopted regulations to 2019 and 2020 ocean 
abundance forecasts.a/  
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1.1 STT Concerns 
At the September 2019 Council meeting, the Council approved three topics for methodology 
review, one of which was to “examine the data and models used to forecast impacts on Upper 
Columbia River summer Chinook to determine whether a change in methodology is warranted.”  
After a thorough investigation, the Model Evaluation Workgroup (MEW) presented its findings 
to the STT and Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) Salmon Subcommittee during an 
October 22, 2019 webinar.  The MEW recommended that no formal methodology review was 
required, but identified three data input corrections that would help to improve the model 
representation of the Upper Columbia River summer Chinook stock.   
At the November 2019 Council meeting, the Council agreed with the MEW’s findings and 
directed that “any needed data input changes would be made in time for the 2020 preseason 
process.”  At that time it was understood that these data input changes would come in the form of 
a new Chinook FRAM base period calibration that was scheduled for completion and 
implementation prior to the 2020 preseason process.   
Due to other developments, however, this updated base period calibration will not be available 
for the 2020 preseason.  The STT is concerned that, in the absence of this updated base period, 
use of the existing model base period for the 2020 preseason will continue to result in over-
representation of the Upper Columbia River summer Chinook stock in both Council area 
fisheries and other fisheries along the coast.  Consequently, this would also result in the 
underestimation of impacts to other stocks that are encountered in these fisheries, some of which 
are ESA listed. 
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