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Proposal for an Exempted Fishery Permit
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Enhanced Yelloweye Recreational Fishery Biological Sampling

In 2002, the Pacific Fishery Management Council declared yelloweye rockfish as overfished under
provisions of the Magnuson Stevens Fishery Act. A designation of overfished requires
development of a rebuilding plan outlining management actions necessary to meet stock recovery
criteria. To achieve rebuilt status, conservation measures, including prohibiting retention, depth
restrictions, and area closures, have been implemented during ensuing years. As a result, managers
have little data to manage this constraining species. For example, total tonnage of yelloweye
rockfish bycatch in Washington’s recreational fisheries is estimated without any current
information on the size or age of incidentally caught yelloweye rockfish from the recreational
fishery.

Additionally, as WDFW considered management measures for the 2019-2020 biennial
management period, where the Washington recreational harvest guideline was significantly higher
than had been in place for nearly 15 years, there was no data to inform how total mortality might
change if retention of yelloweye rockfish were no longer prohibited.

Through this exempted fishery permit (EFP), the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW) proposes to collect yelloweye rockfish from select recreational vessels to enhance
biological characterization of this component of the recreational fishery and to gain insight on the
impacts of limited, highly monitored, retention of yelloweye rockfish that can be used in evaluating
management measures in the future.

1. Applicants must submit a completed application in writing that includes, but is not limited
to, the following information:
a. Applicant:
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
1111 Washington Street SE
Olympia. WA 98501

Point of Contact:
Theresa Tsou
Tien-Shui. Tsou@dfw.wa.gov

b. Date of application:
January 27, 2020

c. Purpose and goals of the experiment, and a general description of the arrangements
for the disposition of all species harvested under the EFP
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