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Agenda Item E.3.b 
Supplemental Public Hearing Report 2 

April 2017 
 
 

SALMON MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES HEARING SUMMARY 
 

Date: March 27, 2017 Hearing Officer: Mr. Jeff Feldner 

Location: Red Lion Coos Bay NMFS: No representative present

 Coos Bay, OR Coast Guard: LCDR Ben Crowell 

Attendance: 48 Salmon Team Member: Mr. Craig Foster 

Testifying: 12 Council Staff: Ms. Robin Ehlke 

    

Organizations Represented: Oregon Coast Anglers, Winchester Bay Chamber of 
Commerce. 

 
Special Opening Remarks 

 
Mr. Jeff Feldner provided opening remarks for the hearing. Mr. Craig Foster reviewed Alternatives 
for the commercial and sport salmon seasons, and Alternatives for incidental halibut retention in 
the salmon troll fishery. 
 

Synopsis of Testimony 
 
Of the 12 people testifying: 
 

Eight commented primarily on the commercial troll fishery. 
Four commented on the recreational fishery. 

 
Commercial Troll Comments 
 

 Four were in support of Alternative I, two were in support of Alternative II and one was in 
support of Alternative III. 

 Commercial choices are between space and time.   

 Commercial 40-fathom line in September/October in place to help keep Klamath River fall 
Chinook intercepts low.  Impacts can be significant during that time.  Can the fleet be given 
the opportunity to decide on a season to fish, and risk accruing Klamath fall Chinook 
impacts that may reduce opportunity next year? 

 Commercial Alternative III does not bode well when the Whiting fleets gets 10-20,000 
salmon.  No incidental fish for them if Alternative III is adopted. 

 
Recreational Comments 
 

 Four were in support of Alternative I.  

 Extend sport season until quotas reached for mark-select fisheries, rather than end season 
based solely on date. 
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 Size limit for coho change (increased) in September sport- may be confusing for anglers
since only for one month, but may help reduce intercepts with Klamath River fall Chinook
that are small and initially misidentified as a coho.  September coho are usually over 16
inches so shouldn’t be a factor.

Other public comments and group discussion topics: 
 Comment focused on using the same survey methods throughout the states of Oregon,

Washington, and California.  Review of how stream surveys are conducted to enumerate 
abundance of Klamath Chinook and account for fish that have strayed.  Survey techniques 
used are designed to best fit each individual stream/river.   

 The term ‘over-fished’ (from the Fish Management Plan) is not a representative term, need
to use a different term so public understands that the status of any stock deemed over-fished
is not solely due to harvest.

 Salmon Technical Teams work hard to figure things out.  Members of Salmon Advisory
Panel commended for hard work and dedication to commercial and recreational fisheries.

 Rain and snow on mountains are a good sign for things to come.

 Poor environmental conditions and disease are likely factors contributing to the decline in
Klamath River Chinook.

 Predation on salmon by pinnipeds and avians continue to be a concern.  PFMC does not
have authority to manage these predators.

Written Statements (Attached) 

PFMC 
04/06/17 
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