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Policy Questions and Issues to Consider
Appendix B to the HMSMT report includes a list of potential scoping 
considerations from:

• J.3 Attachment 1: Scoping Document 

• The draft SMMP

• The HMS FMP

• Additional HMSMT suggestions



Policy Questions and Issues to Consider

Additional Issues to Consider: 

1. SSLL participation will largely depend on the specific parameters of 
the permit that the Council develops. A more appropriate question 
at this stage may be if there is interest in such a permit among 
west coast fishermen and how many current west coast vessels are 
large enough to fish outside the EEZ.

2. Differences between prohibited species listed in the HMS FMP and 
the WPFMC Pelagics FEP; for example, striped marlin.



Policy Questions and Issues to Consider

3. Under limited entry options, determine the appropriate number of 
limited entry permits, limited entry permit qualification criteria, 
and objectives for qualification criteria.

4. Delineation of the action area.

5. Mitigation measures to reduce interactions with protected species  
and minimize post-release mortality of non-target species.



Policy Questions and Issues to Consider

Additional Policy Questions: 

1. Would vessels be allowed to hold both a Hawaii limited entry 
longline permit and a west coast SSLL permit?

2. Could there be landing reciprocity in Hawaii for west coast 
permitted SSLL vessels?

3. Would vessels that do not possess a west coast SSLL permit be 
prohibited from landing longline-caught fish into west coast ports? 



Draft Purpose and Need in J.3. Attachment 1 Scoping Information 
contains several important components, including:

• Minimizing protected species interactions

• Using effective mitigation measures

• Supporting economic viability



Additionally, include: 

• Fishery goals from the Council’s draft Swordfish Management and 
Monitoring Plan

• Referring to the action as authorizing a new SSLL gear-type in the 
swordfish fishery, rather than authorizing a new SSLL fishery

• Consistent with the Council’s previously adopted purpose and need for  authorizing 
DSBG as an HMS FMP gear-type as part of a broader west coast swordfish fishery



1. Given advances in gear mitigation technology, previous reasons 
for not authorizing SSLL gear outside the EEZ may be less relevant 
now

2. The Hawaii SSLL fleet which lands approximately 68% of 
California’s swordfish is authorized and managed by the WPFMC

3. Foreign imports currently provide the majority of west coast 
swordfish supply
• The fisheries which produce these imports are not held to the same conservation 

standards as U.S. fleets. Negative population impacts on species of concern may 
exceed those of a U.S.-regulated fleet producing a comparable amount of swordfish.



Table 1. Number of active vessels and landings of swordfish for the 
Hawaii SSLL fleet, 2014-2018.



Table 2. Total landings and discards for all finfish species (mt) for the 
Hawaii SSLL fleet, 2014-2015. 

Table 3. Total landings and discards of striped marlin (mt) in the 
Hawaii SSLL fleet, 2014-2015. 



Table 4. Bycatch rates (numbers of animals per 1,000 hooks) for 
protected species in the Hawaii SSLL fleet, 2014-2018. Shaded cells 
indicate non-zero values. 



Table 5. Bycatch mortality rates (numbers of animals per 1,000 hooks) 
for protected species in the Hawaii SSLL fleet, 2014-2018. Shaded cells 
indicate non-zero values. 



Proposed Analyses:

1. Analyze effort, catch, and bycatch in subsets of Hawaii SSLL observer data 
for potential action area delineations.

2. Document all sources of swordfish supply to the U.S. West Coast, including 
both foreign and domestic (west coast and Hawaii) caught.

3. Estimate related conservation impacts to characterize the relationship 
between domestic and foreign sources of swordfish supply and the 
potential to mitigate conservation impacts and reduce the Nation’s 
seafood trade deficit through increased west coast production. 

4. Review and analyze existing and potential bycatch mitigation measures 
that could be considered in scoping a west coast SSLL permit.
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Longline EFP Data

Use of longline EFP data (available June 2020) to inform analysis and 
Council discussion, including summaries of: 

• Effort 

• Catch

• Bycatch 



Recommendations
The HMSMT recommends the Council continue the scoping process 
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QUESTIONS?
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