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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE REPORT ON BIENNIAL

MANAGEMENT MEASURES FOR 2021-2022

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) proposes items to be added to the
preliminary range of management measures adopted by the Council in September 2019.

Minor Line Adjustments to Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCA) In Priority Order

1. Mendocino Management Area for the Recreational Fishery (Figure 1); From Cape
Mendocino to Point Arena: During 2019 and 2020, take is prohibited seaward of 20 fathoms
in depth during the open season (May through October). In November and December,
fishing is allowed in all depths.

Proposed change: Increase the allowable depth during the open season from May
through October to 30 fathoms.

Rationale: This will allow the recreational fishery more access to fishing grounds already
used for non-trawl commercial groundfish fisheries in this area, which are authorized to
40 fathoms. Additionally, the recreational fishery in this area already operates in this
depth and deeper during the 2-month “All Depth’ fishery. Moving the depth boundary to
30 fathoms would also allow use of waypoints already in federal regulations defining
the 30 fathom RCA line, instead of the general contour line that is used in state regulation
to define the 20 fathom RCA line. CDFW enforcement prefers federal RCA lines defined
by connecting waypoints over the use of general contour lines, and the change would
eliminate the last use of the 20 fathom contour line in California’s groundfish
regulations. The change would also align the Mendocino Management Area RCA depth
with the existing RCA depth for recreational fisheries in the adjacent Northern
Management Area (Figure 1). The Northern Management Area has been utilizing the 30
fathom line since 2017. Minor increases to yelloweye impacts are expected to be easily
absorbed within the California recreational annual catch target (ACT).

2. Southern California Recreational and Commercial Non-Trawl Fisheries (Limited Entry
Fixed Gear and Open Access Gears — see Attachment 1 and 2) From Point Conception to
the U.S.-Mexico border: During 2019 and 2020, the RCA for these commercial fisheries is
defined as an area closed to fishing between the 75 fathom line and the 150 fathom line. For
the recreational fishery, take is prohibited seaward of the 75 fathom RCA line.

Proposed change: Increase the allowable shoreward RCA depth for commercial fisheries
to 100 fathoms. For recreational fisheries, prohibit take seaward of the 100 fathom RCA
line.

Rationale: Cowcod is rebuilt, and allowable yields are expected to be high enough in
these non-trawl fisheries to more than account for what could be significant increases to
cowcod impacts above status quo levels although retention of this species is not
proposed. Federal RCA regulations currently apply to open access state-managed trawl
fisheries operating in this area (California halibut, ridgeback prawn and sea cucumber),
allowing bottom trawl activities from the mainland coast out to the shoreward 100
fathom RCA line. Additional impacts to yelloweye rockfish are expected to be
negligible, as this area represents the extreme southern extent of the population range.
Any increases to yelloweye impacts are expected to be easily absorbed within the 2021-



2022 California recreational annual catch targets (ACT), or the ACTs issued to non-
trawl commercial fisheries.

3. Central California Commercial Non-Trawl Fisheries (Limited Entry Fixed Gear and Open
Access Gears — see Attachment 1 and 2); From Pigeon Point to Point Conception: During
2019 and 2020, the RCA in this region is defined as an area closed to fishing between the
40 fathom line and the 125 fathom line.

Proposed change: Set the shoreward RCA line at 50 fathoms for this region, rather than
40 fathoms.

Rationale: This change would offer a modest increase of access into areas already
utilized by other fisheries. Currently, the recreational groundfish fishery in this area
(Central Management Area; Figure 1) is authorized to fish out to 50 fathoms. Adding an
additional management line at Pigeon Point to partition this area for the commercial
fisheries would allow for different depths and trip limits north and south of the line,
allowing for regulatory refinements and incremental increases in opportunity. Notably,
federal RCA regulations also apply to open access state-managed trawl fisheries
operating in this area (California halibut, ridgeback prawn and sea cucumber), allowing
bottom trawl activities from the mainland coast out to the shoreward 100 fathom RCA
line. Minor increases to yelloweye impacts might be expected, and would hit against
2021-2022 annual catch targets (ACT) issued to non-trawl commercial fisheries.

San Francisco Management Area Recreational and Commercial Non-Trawl Fisheries

(Limited Entry Fixed Gear and Open Access Gears — see Attachment 1 and 2) from Point
Arena to Pigeon Point: During 2019 and 2020, the RCA for these commercial fisheries is
defined as an area closed to fishing between the 40 fathom line and the 125 fathom line. For
the recreational fishery, take is prohibited seaward of the 40 fathom RCA line.

Proposed change: Increase the allowable shoreward RCA depth for commercial fisheries
to 50 fathoms. Increase the allowable recreational depth during the open season to 50
fathoms.

Rationale: This change would align the depth limit in this area with the 50 fathom limit
available to the recreational fishery in the adjacent Central Management Area to the
south. Adding additional management lines at Pigeon Point and Point Arena to partition
this area for the commercial fisheries would allow for different depths and trip limits,
allowing for regulatory refinements and incremental increases in opportunity. Notably,
federal RCA regulations also apply to open access state-managed trawl fisheries
operating in this area (California halibut, ridgeback prawn and sea cucumber), allowing
bottom trawl activities from the mainland coast out to the shoreward 100 fathom RCA
line. Increases to commercial yelloweye impacts might be expected, and would hit
against 2021-2022 annual catch targets (ACT) issued to non-trawl commercial fisheries.
Increases to recreational yelloweye impacts are expected to be easily absorbed within
the California recreational annual catch target (ACT).



California Groundfish Management Area Map
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Figure 1. Map of California Groundfish Management areas.



Attachment 1. Current trip limit tables for non-trawl RCA Limited Entry Fixed Gear south
of 40°10°N latitude.



TABLE 2 (SOUTH) TO PART 660, SUBPART E—NON-TRAWL ROCKFISH CONSERVATION AREAS
AND TRIP LIMITS FOR LIMITED ENTRY FIXED GEAR SOUTH OF 40°10° N LAT.

Tabde 2 (South) to Part 660, Subpart E — Non-Trawl Rockfish Consarvation Areas and Trip Limits for Limited Entry Fixed Gear
South of 40°10" M. lat.

Oither limits and regquirerents appily — Resd E5660 10 Ihﬂ.‘l#h G0, 5040 balona using this e _ 1040 S
JAN-FEB MAR-APR | Mav-JUN [ ARG | SEP-OCT [ MNON-DEC
Rockfimh Conservation fraa (REAY":
1 40M0° W lat - 34727 N lat 40 8m ling'’ - 125 im ling'"
2 Southof 3427 Mt TEim lina' - 150t line' {also apghes arcund islands)
Soo §5650.50 and 560,220 for additional gear, trip limit and conservation area requiremonts and restrictions. See §§660.70-660.74 and
FHEE0.TE-E60.T9 for consarvation araa d FiprLi and coordinates (including RCAs, YRCAS, CCAs, Farallon Islends, Cordell Banks, and
EFHCAS).
Gimin inp ke and saemons may Be mors matnclive than Federsl bop imiis cr sssacns, parbcul ety nowssiam of Cegen and Calfomis
30,000 I 2 manths, of which no
5 Minor Slope rockfish™ & Darkbictoned than 1,378 I may be 40,000 I 2 months, ﬂfuhlcl:l r::ﬂm han 4,000 Ib meay ba
reockfizh bimckgill rockfish Hackg
4 Spltnose rockfish 40,000 B 2 months
4 Sabdefish
& A0 100 ML . - 3800 M. et 1. 700 Ibbwasak, not io axcesd 5100 16 F monihs
T Souah of 36000 M. &l 2,000 b wessk,
8 Longspine thornyhead 10,000 & 2 manths
8  Shortepine thormyhead
W A0 ML I, - 34727 MLl 2,000 It 2 manina [ 2,500 I 2 Fanins.
" South of 34 27 M. It 3,000 b 2 months
12
13 Dover sele, arrowtocth flounder, 5,000 I’ rmorith -
14 natrala sola, English sola, starmy South of 42 M. lat, when fishing for "ofher flatfish,” vessels using hook-and-ine gear wih No more
15 than 12 hooks par lne, using hooks no larger than "Number 27 hooks, which measure 0.44 in {11
15 flounder, Other Flatfish™ par ks raer
¥ ‘ mm) point to shank, and up to two 1 I (D45 kg) waights per line, ane nat subject 1o the RCAs,
i& Whiting 0,000 B ¥ip m
19 Minor Shelf Rookfish?', Shortbelly T \Widow rookfish {including Chilipepper bebween 407107 - 34' 27" N lat.} r—
- . Wi aFwlfl rockfiah, shombely, widow rockliah, & chilpapper. 2,500 Ib' 2 ranths, of wiech no mone
— SRIEES wnan SO0 & rdy e any species oiner than chilipepp m
5 BELGIEE
21 Souh of 3427 M. lal. monlhe CLOSED 4,000 b 2 rorthes .
27 Chillpoppar
23 S0710 WL . - 34727 M. it | Chilipepper incuded under minor she rockdsh, shortbelly and widow rockhsh mgs - - Ses abowe
24 Zouth of 3427 M. It 2,000 k' 2 monghs, ths opporunity onky avelable semward of the non-braed RCA —
25 Canary rockfish U.'l
24 4010 ML Bt - 34°37 M Iat 300 It 2 months (=]
o South of 3427 M1t o0 42 CLOSED 300 ik 2 montis =
monihe —
20 Yelloweye rockfish CLOSED -
28 Coweod CLOSED
30 Bronzespotied rockfish CLOSED
31 Bocaccio
22 A010 M Ml - 3427 MLl 1.000 I @ months 1500 I 2 morihs
. 1,500 I 2 Tp——
23 South of 3427 M. ot st CLOSED 1,500 |t 2 months
24 Minor Noarshore Rookfish, California Black rockfish, & Oregon BlackBlusiDeacon rookiish
35 Shaliow raarshons’” "ﬁﬁz CLOSED 1,200 b 2 monthe
| 100002
" Deapar raarshana™ months CLOSED 1,200 It 7 minnihes
37 Calfornia Scorpionfish ‘-I::-"]W 21 closen 1,500 It 2 rmorhs
. 200 I 2
3 Lingeod el CLOSED 1,200 |t 2 ot
34 Pacific cad 1,000 B 2 ranths
a0 Spiny degfish 200,000 By 2 mants sl 100,000 B 2 mants
41 Longnoss skate Urlimed
42 Other Fish” & Cabezon in California Unlim e
43 Big Shkate Unalirm et

1/ The Rocki=h Consonalion Area i an anea closed 1o ishing by particular gaar fypes, bounded by linas speciicaly defined by @iiude
and kergitude coordirales sl oul & §5 600 71-660.74. This RCA 5 not delined by dapih conlours (with 1he axcaption of e 20-8m
diepih contour beundary scuth of 42° N lat), ard thie boundany lines that dafing he RCA may close areas thal ane deeaper of aneliowar
than the depth contowr.  Vessals that are subject bo REA resinctions may not fish n the RCA, or operate in the RCA for any purposs
atfwar than trensiting

27 POP e mchuded m the rip imits for Minor Skope Rockish, Mackgl rockish hawe 8 spacies apecific g sub-brmit within the inor
Shope Rockfish cumulative Bmit. Yellowtail rockfish ang incudaed in the tip Bmits for Mince Shall Rockfish, Bronzespotted rockfish
R @ spacies s pacific thp brmit

A Orihar Flatfish™ ane defined at § 580,11 and include butior solc, ourlfin sole, fatheod scle. Pacilic sanddal, rex soke, rock sole, and sand solc

47 "Shallow Measrshore” are defined at § 8560011 under “Sroundish® (F00EH T ).

5f "Despar Mearshane” A daflned at § 650 11 wdar "Groundish (TIHIEN2)

G The cormmercial mimimum aize e for ingeod is 24 inches (61 cm) wolsl lengih South of 42° N, 181

TF "Orthesr Fish'™ are defned ot § 860,11 and inchude keip gresnling off Cakfomia and leopard shark.

Ta earvirt pounds to kilagrans, divide by 2. 20482, the number of pounds n afe kilagram.




Attachment 2. Current trip limit tables for non-trawl RCAs and OA Gears south of 40°10’N
latitude.



TABLE 3 (SOUTH) TO PART 660, SUBPART F—NON-TRAWL ROCKFISH CONSERVATION AREAS AND

TRIP LIMITS FOR OPEN ACCESS GEARS SOUTH OF 40°10° N. LAT.

Table 3 {South) to Part 660, Subpart F -- Mon-Trawd Rockfish Conservation Areas and Trip Limits for Open Access Gears South of 40710
M. lat,

Crther limits and require ments apply - Read §5660.10 throwgh 660.388 before wsing this tabile 401
JAMFER | WAR-APR [ MAY-JUN | JUL-AUG | SEF-OGT | MOV-DEC
Rockfish Conservation Area (RO
1 [40°10 Mk, - 3427 M lat 40 fm line'’ = 125 fr line"”
2 |South of 477 N laL. 75 fm lina"’ - 150 fm line"{also applies arcund islards)}

See GEEE0.50 and BB0.230 for additional gear, trip limit and conservation area requirements and restrictions, See S§660.70-580,74 and §§650.76-
80,70 for conservation area descriptions and coordinates [inchuding RCAs, YRCAs, CCAs, Farallon Istands, Cordell Banks, and EFHCAS),

Stale brip Imils and aeasons may be moens recelicing e Fademal (g Imis o seasors, pariculay in walen off Dregon and Califomia.

Minor Slope Rockfish” & 10,000 k' 2 months, of which no mare | 10,000 ' 2 months, of which no more tkan 300 b may be blackgil
Darkbiotched rockfish than 475 I may be blackgil reckdish rockfish
4 |Splitnose rockfish 20 b month
5 |Sablafish
500 kv day, af one
) larding per week | 300 Ik day; or one lending per
& 40710 M, lat - 3600 N, Jat mwd’“im;mf;::;;m:'m'bm upto 1400 b, not|  wesk upto 1,500 b, not fo
' o axcaed 2 300 axteed 3,000 I 2 rmonths
It 2 months
300 Iod dary, or one landing per weak of up to 180016, | 300 b/ day, or one landing per week of up 1o 1,600
o Soulh of 3600 N. ke, root io exceed 3,200 I 2 monhs Ik, mod to excead 4,500 I/ 2 months —'
. Shortpine thornyheads and longapine h‘
thornyheads.
8 4010 M. Ist - 348 27 W lat CLOSED m
1 South of 34 27 M. ket 50 Ik day, na mare than 1,000 &Y 2 months r
% 3,000 I’ month, re mare than 300 |k of which may be species atber than Pacific sanddabs m
EEl Dover sole, arrowiooth flounder,
EIIHIFIIB sole, English =ole, starry South of 42° KL lat, when fishing for “other fatlish,” vessals using hook-and-line gear with no mara then 12
35 (fleunder, Cther Flatfish* hocks per Ine, using hoaks no larger than "Mumber 2° hooks, which measure 0,44 in {11 mm) paint fo o
T3 shanik, and up 10 two 1 Ib {0.45 k) weights par lne are not subject to the RCAS
17 |Whiting 300 16 menth —
18 |Minar Shelf Rockfish®, Shoribelly, m
\Widow reckfish and Chilipepper o
8 4010 N lat - 34 27 M. lat LDE‘EE 400 b/ 2 months -
1500872 crosEn 1,500 I 2 rvanth s
20 South of 34 2T M. I, — ¥ ranths -
3001 2
21 |Canary rockfish p—— CLOSED 300 I 2 rmonths L—
22 |Yellowaye rockfish CLOSED
23 |Coweod CLOSED
4 |an:aspoﬂnﬂ rockfish CLOSED
500 I 2
25 |Emu¢b - CLOSED 500 16 I rmanths
28 IMlnnr MNearshore Rockiish, Caldornia Black rockfish, & Oregon Black'BlusiDeacon rockfish
- 1,200 by 2
27| Shallow nesrshiore . CLOSED 1,200 I 2 ranths:
1,000k 2
]
28| Deapar nearshare ane CLOSED 1,200 I’ 2 months
1,800 2
29 |California scorplonfish rane CLOSED 1,500 I 2 ronths:
a0 I.Ingcnd" 300 B month CLOSED 500 I month
71 |Pacific cod 1,000 I 2 months.
32 |Spiny dogfish 200,000 I 2 monlhs 15?6':%‘: i 100,000 ' 2 months
23 |Longnose skate Lindirrifed
EX) |Eh akate Unlimied

35 |other Fish” & Cabezon in Calitornia Unimitesd




TEMES{S‘MJ. Continued 1142018
[ Janres | MAR-4PR [ wwrauw | suaus | serocT | mOMDES
¥ RIDGEBACK PRAWN AND, SOUTH OF 38'57.500 N, LAT., CAHALIBUT AND SEA CUCUMBER NON-GROUNDFISH TRAWL -
37 NOM-GROUNDFISH TRAWL Rockfish Canservation Area (RCA) for CA Halibut, Sea Cucumber & Ridgeback Prawn: h
. . 100 fm e - ¥ ¥ 100 firt fing " -
a8 - . - ’
40 10 N Ist - 38 OO N lat 200 fm ine ™ 00 fm e ™ - 150 fm fine a00tmine” | OO
k" 2600 N, Ist - 34 27 N lat 100 fim dva " - 150 fm fima rr
a0 South af 34 27 N, lat 100 fim Gine ' - 150 fm fine "' along the mainland coast shonaline - 150 fm fne " arpund islands m
Groundish: 300 Ibitrip, Species-specific Imits descrbad in the 1abie abows also apply and am counted boward the 200 b Cad
groundfish per inp limit. The amount of groundish landed may not excesd the amount of the target species landed,
excopt that the amount of spiny doglish landed may exceed the amount of target species landed. Spiny dogfish are
lirmiled Erg ths 300 |bitrip owersll groundfish limit The daily tip limits for sablefah coaswede and thamy heads soulh of P
Fi Conceglion and tha caersll groundfeh per Inp” bmil may ol be mulliplisd By ihe rimbar of daye of tha np. Veseals

42 PINK SHRIMP NON-GROUNDFISH TRAWL GEAR (nof subject fo RCAS)

paticipating in the Califamia Falibul Sahery soulh of 38057500 M. kst are allwed Lo (1) land up te 100 dday of groundfeh
wilhead the malic requimment, prniced that Al east cne Calfomia halbul is landed and (2) kand up ta 3,000 B'menth of
flatish nix mone than 2300 b of which may be speces other than Pacilc sanddabs, sand sole, stamy founder, mck sole
curfin sole, or Cakfomia scorpiantsh {Caldornia scomionfish is also subpsc? bo the inp limits and closures i ine 23)

Sowth

Eflectree Apnl 1 - Cictober 31; Giroundfish; 530 Ibicay, mulliplied by the number of days of the Tip, not 1o exceed 1,500
Initrin. The foliowing sublimits also apply and ans counted foward the averall 500 |biday and 1,530 bitig groureish limits:
lingeod 300 b/ manth éminmum 24 inch size limit); sablefish 2,000 ¥ month; canary mockfish, thamyheads and
yellraeye rockizh are PROHIBITED. Al othee graundish species laken ane managed undes the cwersll SO0 b'day ard
1,50 It groundiah limits.  Lardings of 8l greundfish apecies counl bvand Ihe per day, par iip or clher species-
spaciic sublimits descibad hers and the species-spacillc limits describad in tha table ahow do nol apply. Tha amouent off

groundtsh landed may not axcend the amount of pink shrmp |anced

pjuod (yinog)

1/ The Rockfish Conservabon Area is an area closed to fishing by particular gear types, bounded by nes spucﬁcaly defined by latfude

and kenglude coondinates sef out @ 5§ 860 71-650.74, This RCA s not defined By depth contours {with the exception of the 20-fm
depth comour boundary south of 42 M. lai.). and the boundary lines that define the RCA may close aneas that ane deeper or shallower
1han e depth contowr, Vessels thatl are subject bo RGA resfrictions may not ish in the RCA_ of operale in the RCA Tor any purpose
ofher than fransiting.

2' POP is included in the trip imils for miner slope reckish. Blackgil rockfish heve a species speclfic inp sub-limil wihin the minor slope rockfish
cumulstive imits. Yallowtal rockfish is included in the trip bmis for minor shedf rockfish. Bronzespatted rockfish have a spacies spacific tp
ik,

3 e fatfish’” ere defined &t § 660.11 and include butter sole, curtlin sole. isthead sole. Paciic sanddab, rex sole. rock solke, and sand sole.

4/ "Shalow Nearshore” are defined 8 § 580,11 under "Sroundfsh™ (TINEIT),

S/ "Desper Nearshore” are defined ol § 660,11 under "Groundfish” (TUiEK2)

&/ The commercial mimimum size mif for lingeod is 24 inches (81 om) fotal length South of 42° N, a1,

71 “Cther fish” ere defined st § 65011 end Includes kelp greenling off Calfernia and kopard shark.

To convert pounds to kilograms, divide by 2204562, the numibser of pounds In one kilogram.



