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The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) proposes items to be added to the 
preliminary range of management measures adopted by the Council in September 2019.  
 
Minor Line Adjustments to Rockfish Conservation Areas (RCA) In Priority Order 
1. Mendocino Management Area for the Recreational Fishery (Figure 1); From Cape 

Mendocino to Point Arena: During 2019 and 2020, take is prohibited seaward of 20 fathoms 
in depth during the open season (May through October). In November and December, 
fishing is allowed in all depths. 
- Proposed change: Increase the allowable depth during the open season from May 

through October to 30 fathoms. 
- Rationale: This will allow the recreational fishery more access to fishing grounds already 

used for non-trawl commercial groundfish fisheries in this area, which are authorized to 
40 fathoms. Additionally, the recreational fishery in this area already operates in this 
depth and deeper during the 2-month ‘All Depth’ fishery. Moving the depth boundary to 
30 fathoms would also allow use of waypoints already in federal regulations defining 
the 30 fathom RCA line, instead of the general contour line that is used in state regulation 
to define the 20 fathom RCA line. CDFW enforcement prefers federal RCA lines defined 
by connecting waypoints over the use of general contour lines, and the change would 
eliminate the last use of the 20 fathom contour line in California’s groundfish 
regulations. The change would also align the Mendocino Management Area RCA depth 
with the existing RCA depth for recreational fisheries in the adjacent Northern 
Management Area (Figure 1). The Northern Management Area has been utilizing the 30 
fathom line since 2017. Minor increases to yelloweye impacts are expected to be easily 
absorbed within the California recreational annual catch target (ACT). 
 

2. Southern California Recreational and Commercial Non-Trawl Fisheries (Limited Entry 
Fixed Gear and Open Access Gears – see Attachment 1 and 2) From Point Conception to 
the U.S.-Mexico border: During 2019 and 2020, the RCA for these commercial fisheries is 
defined as an area closed to fishing between the 75 fathom line and the 150 fathom line. For 
the recreational fishery, take is prohibited seaward of the 75 fathom RCA line. 
- Proposed change: Increase the allowable shoreward RCA depth for commercial fisheries 

to 100 fathoms. For recreational fisheries, prohibit take seaward of the 100 fathom RCA 
line. 

- Rationale: Cowcod is rebuilt, and allowable yields are expected to be high enough in 
these non-trawl fisheries to more than account for what could be significant increases to 
cowcod impacts above status quo levels although retention of this species is not 
proposed. Federal RCA regulations currently apply to open access state-managed trawl 
fisheries operating in this area (California halibut, ridgeback prawn and sea cucumber), 
allowing bottom trawl activities from the mainland coast out to the shoreward 100 
fathom RCA line. Additional impacts to yelloweye rockfish are expected to be 
negligible, as this area represents the extreme southern extent of the population range. 
Any increases to yelloweye impacts are expected to be easily absorbed within the 2021-



 

- 2022 California recreational annual catch targets (ACT), or the ACTs issued to non-
trawl commercial fisheries. 

 
3. Central California Commercial Non-Trawl Fisheries (Limited Entry Fixed Gear and Open 

Access Gears – see Attachment 1 and 2); From Pigeon Point to Point Conception: During 
2019 and 2020, the RCA in this region is defined as an area closed to fishing between the 
40 fathom line and the 125 fathom line.  
- Proposed change: Set the shoreward RCA line at 50 fathoms for this region, rather than 

40 fathoms. 
- Rationale: This change would offer a modest increase of access into areas already 

utilized by other fisheries. Currently, the recreational groundfish fishery in this area 
(Central Management Area; Figure 1) is authorized to fish out to 50 fathoms. Adding an 
additional management line at Pigeon Point to partition this area for the commercial 
fisheries would allow for different depths and trip limits north and south of the line, 
allowing for regulatory refinements and incremental increases in opportunity. Notably, 
federal RCA regulations also apply to open access state-managed trawl fisheries 
operating in this area (California halibut, ridgeback prawn and sea cucumber), allowing 
bottom trawl activities from the mainland coast out to the shoreward 100 fathom RCA 
line. Minor increases to yelloweye impacts might be expected, and would hit against 
2021-2022 annual catch targets (ACT) issued to non-trawl commercial fisheries. 
 

4. San Francisco Management Area Recreational and Commercial Non-Trawl Fisheries 
(Limited Entry Fixed Gear and Open Access Gears – see Attachment 1 and 2) from Point 
Arena to Pigeon Point: During 2019 and 2020, the RCA for these commercial fisheries is 
defined as an area closed to fishing between the 40 fathom line and the 125 fathom line. For 
the recreational fishery, take is prohibited seaward of the 40 fathom RCA line. 
- Proposed change: Increase the allowable shoreward RCA depth for commercial fisheries 

to 50 fathoms. Increase the allowable recreational depth during the open season to 50 
fathoms. 

- Rationale: This change would align the depth limit in this area with the 50 fathom limit 
available to the recreational fishery in the adjacent Central Management Area to the 
south. Adding additional management lines at Pigeon Point and Point Arena to partition 
this area for the commercial fisheries would allow for different depths and trip limits, 
allowing for regulatory refinements and incremental increases in opportunity. Notably, 
federal RCA regulations also apply to open access state-managed trawl fisheries 
operating in this area (California halibut, ridgeback prawn and sea cucumber), allowing 
bottom trawl activities from the mainland coast out to the shoreward 100 fathom RCA 
line. Increases to commercial yelloweye impacts might be expected, and would hit 
against 2021-2022 annual catch targets (ACT) issued to non-trawl commercial fisheries. 
Increases to recreational yelloweye impacts are expected to be easily absorbed within 
the California recreational annual catch target (ACT). 
 

 
 



 

 
Figure 1. Map of California Groundfish Management areas. 
 
 



 

 
Attachment 1. Current trip limit tables for non-trawl RCA Limited Entry Fixed Gear south 
of 40°10’N latitude.  



 

 



 

 
Attachment 2. Current trip limit tables for non-trawl RCAs and OA Gears south of 40°10’N 
latitude.  



 

 
 



 

 
 


