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Shortbelly: GMT does not recommend No Action  

Alt. Description GMT:

No 
Action 500 mt ACL Likely to constrain fisheries

Alt. 1 3,000 mt ACL Extra cushion for fisheries
Stock thriving - supports robust forage base

Alt. 2 EC species ACLs more incentive to reduce bycatch
EC species not actively managed

Oceana Prohibits directed
fisheries in FMP

Industry states won’t ever target them
Defining “targeting” could require work
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Oregon black rockfish: GMT recommends Alt 1  

Alt. Description

No 
Action

ACL = ABC P*0.45
● 512 mt ABC in 2020
● 479 mt in 2021
● 474 mt in 2021

Alt. 1
Case-by-case ABC
● Stay at 512 mt for 2021-22
● Revert to using P* in 2023+

Rationale for Alt 1

● Similar long-term results for both:
○ ABCs
○ Spawning output
○ Depletion

● Both stay above 54% depletion 
long-term

● Alt 1 provides short-term benefit
○ More time to incorporate survey 

into new assessment
○ Stabilizes fisheries
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Year OFL ABC

Spawning 
Output    
(B eggs) Depletion

2021 570 479 727 55%
2022 569 474 721 55%
2023 569 470 718 54%
2024 569 466 715 54%
2025 570 461 714 54%
2026 570 458 713 54%
2027 571 454 713 54%
2028 571 450 713 54%
2029 572 446 714 54%
2030 573 443 715 54%

Year OFL ABC

Spawning 
Output       
(B eggs) Depletion

2021 570 512 727 55%
2022 566 512 719 55%
2023 563 465 712 54%
2024 564 462 709 54%
2025 566 458 707 54%
2026 567 455 707 54%
2027 568 452 707 54%
2028 570 449 708 54%
2029 571 445 710 54%
2030 572 442 712 54%

4

Oregon black rockfish: GMT recommends Alt 1  

No Action: P*0.45 Alt 1: Case-by-case



Cowcod: GMT recommends Alt 1 

Alt. Description

No 
Action

ACL = ABC P*0.4
(98 mt in 2021)

Alt. 1 ACL = ABC P*0.40
(87 mt in 2021)

Alt. 2 ACL = ABC P*0.35
(52 mt in 2021)
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● Stock rebuilt and higher ACLs
○ 2019: 10 mt ACL and 6 mt ACT

● Recommend precaution due to 
assessment uncertainty

● Suggest using a 40-60 mt ACT:
○ Keeps stock above 40%
○ Even under low state of nature

● Alt 1 can maintain that ACT long-term



Petrale sole: GMT recommends Alt 1 or 2

Alt. Description

No 
Action ACL = ABC P*0.45

Alt. 1 ACL = ABC P*0.40

Alt. 2
“Stair-step ACLs”
(new approach for higher short-term and 
consistent ACLs)

Rationale against No Action
● Precaution warranted

○ The 2018 survey biomass 
estimate was down and not fit by 
the model

○ New fecundity data will lead to 
slightly more depleted stock

● Both Alt. 1 & 2 more precautionary
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Petrale sole: GMT recommends Alt 1 or 2

● Petrale sole well above target = 
temporary surplus of “fishing down”

● Both have similar long-term biological 
and economic impacts

● When prefer the temporary surplus?
○ Alt. 1: more early
○ Alt. 2: more spread-out
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Sablefish: GMT recommends Alt. 1 

Alt. Description

No 
Action ACL = ABC P*0.40

Alt. 1 ACL = ABC P*0.45

Yearly economic benefits of Alt. 1
● +$2.1 million ex-vessel
● +4.4 million income
● +60 jobs

Similar base-case biological impacts:

● No longer in precautionary zone
● Projected to remain above 44% long-term

for both Alts
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Sablefish: risks with higher catches 
if the low state of nature is the true state?

● Scale was main source of uncertainty
● Ranges based on two sets of decision tables

○ “Full” and “reduced” catch scenarios

Similar long-term 
biological impacts:

P*0.45: stays above 34-38%
P*0.40: stays above 36-41%

Both stay near the 40% target
● Higher end of precautionary zone
● But 40% target precautionary to MSY
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New lingcod North of 42° projections

● No alternatives proposed
● But Council concerns over “fishing down” at ABC

○ Declines from 5,000 mt to 3,500 mt
● But what are impacts under a “realistic” catch scenario?
● Well above target, even under low state of nature
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Final GMT Recommendations  

● Something other than No Action: Shortbelly rockfish

● Alt. 1: Oregon black rockfish (case-by-case ABC)

● Alt. 1: Cowcod (P*0.40)

● Something other than No Action:  Petrale sole

● Alt. 1: Sablefish (P*0.45)



Back-up slides:
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Cowcod P*0.45
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Cowcod P*0.40

● GMT recommendation 
since keeps ABC above 
the ACT long-term
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Cowcod P*0.30

● Closest run to show impacts 
of a long-term X mt ACT

● ACT would be even more 
precationary
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Petrale sole P*0.45
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Petrale sole P*0.40
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Petrale sole  “stair-step” ACLs
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Sablefish P*0.40 and P*0.45 (100% attainment scenario)  
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Sablefish P*0.40 (Reduce catch scenario)  

Sablefish P*0.45 (Reduce catch scenario)

● Actually the P*0.35 numbers from the 
full catch scenario

● But the STAT said the catches from this 
run are very close to the P*0.45 
reduced catch scenario

● So it’s fine to use them here
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