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• Update the Vision, Purpose, Goals, and Objectives
described in the EWG’s March report to the Council,
including the addition of ecosystem-level, outcome-
oriented goals that focus on the ecosystem within the
context of a changing climate.

• Consider public and advisory body comments on the
FEP update and present alternative revisions to the
Council for review and approval at the Council’s
September 2019 meeting.
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September 12, 2019

September 
2019

Council 
reviews 

alternative 
Vision, 

Purpose, 
Goals, and 
Objectives.  

Council 
narrows and 
modifies draft 

FEP 
language as 

needed; 
sends out for 
public review.

October 2019 
– February 

2020

Public 
reviews 
Council-
modified 
Vision, 

Purpose, 
Goals, and 
Objectives.

EWG drafts 
outline and 

recommendat
ions for 
updating 

remaining 
sections of 
the FEP.

March 2020

Council reviews 
public comments 

on and adopts final 
versions of FEP 
Vision, Purpose, 

Goals, and 
Objectives.    

Council reviews 
and comments on 
draft outline and 

recommendations 
for updating 

remaining sections 
of the FEP.  

Council assigns 
additional 

membership to 
EWG to conduct 

FEP update.

September 
2020

Council and 
the public 

review draft 
updates to 

revised 
sections of 
the FEP.
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• Update the Vision, Purpose, Goals, and Objectives
described in the EWG’s March report to the Council,
including the addition of ecosystem-level, outcome-
oriented goals that focus on the ecosystem within the
context of a changing climate.

• Consider public and advisory body comments on the
FEP update and present alternative revisions to the
Council for review and approval at the Council’s
September 2019 meeting.
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Goal 1: The FEP should provide a framework and public forum to improve 
and integrate ecosystem information for use in Council decision-making.

Objective 1a: Provide annual and regular opportunities for the Council 
and its advisory bodies to consider physical, biological, social, and 
economic information on the CCE with an emphasis on environmental 
and climate conditions, climate change, habitat conditions, ecosystem 
interactions, and changing socio-economic drivers; 
Objective 1b: Identify research and monitoring priorities to address 
knowledge gaps, including indicators and reference points to monitor 
trends and drivers in key ecosystem features; 
Objective 1c: Provide a nexus to regional, national, and international 
ecosystem-based management endeavors.
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Goal 2: Conserve and manage species’ populations to achieve 
the greatest long-term benefits from marine fisheries and 
consider the tradeoffs needed to realize those benefits by taking 
into account the CCE’s long-term historical fluctuations in 
species composition, predator-prey relations, and availability of 
harvestable surplus of targeted species.

Objective 2a: Continue to rebuild individual overfished 
stocks and minimize overfishing and bycatch in Council-
managed species under the authority of the FMPs, taking 
into account the CCE’s known fluctuations in environmental 
conditions and productivity;
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Goal 2: Conserve and manage species’ populations to achieve the greatest long-term 
benefits from marine fisheries and consider the tradeoffs needed to realize those 
benefits by taking into account the CCE’s long-term historical fluctuations in species 
composition, predator-prey relations, and availability of harvestable surplus of 
targeted species.

Objective 2b: Map trophic energy flows and other ecological 
interactions within the CCE to better understand trophic 
relationships and the potential ecosystem effects of fishing, 
and to understand trends in marine mammal, seabird, and 
other protected species’ populations;
Objective 2c: Assess and monitor species diversity and 
trophic levels of catch over appropriate timescales to 
understand the effects of climate variability and change on 
fisheries’ harvest and variability;
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Goal 2: Conserve and manage species’ populations to achieve the greatest long-term 
benefits from marine fisheries and consider the tradeoffs needed to realize those 
benefits by taking into account the CCE’s long-term historical fluctuations in species 
composition, predator-prey relations, and availability of harvestable surplus of 
targeted species.

Objective 2d: Assess variability in fisheries income and 
vessel participation rates for whether CCE fishing rates 
have affected long-term stability and well-being for fishing 
communities;
Objective 2e: Characterize the cultural, social, and 
economic benefits that fish and other marine organisms 
generate through their interactions in the ecosystem. 
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Goal 3: Promote fisheries management that ensures continued ecosystem services for the 
wellbeing of West Coast communities and the nation.

Objective 3a: Continue to provide for commercial, recreational, ceremonial, subsistence, 
and non-consumptive uses of the marine environment;

Objective 3b: Assess whether Council management programs and measures support 
ecosystem services essential to the ongoing engagement of fishing communities in West 
Coast fisheries;

Objective 3c: Continue to monitor the effects of non-fishing activities on the ecosystem 
and, to the extent possible, ensure that conservation benefits derived from closing areas 
to fishing are not undermined by negative effects of non-fishing activities;

Objective 3d: Support education efforts to promote understanding of: CCE biophysical 
processes, how the ecosystem affects human well-being, and of the potential risks and 
benefits to ecosystem services from climate variability and change;

Objective 3e: Promote fair and equitable allocation of resources in a manner such that 
no particular sector, group, or entity acquires an excessive share of the privileges.
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Goal 4: Minimize the cumulative adverse effects of human activities on 
marine habitats to the extent practicable.

Objective 4a: Assess whether changes in ocean chemistry or other 
environmental factors affect managed species’ functional habitat such 
that species’ historical habitat becomes smaller or unusable;
Objective 4b: When developing or modifying habitat protection and 
other fisheries closed areas within the CCE, consider protections for 
diverse types of marine habitat, ensuring that closed areas are 
appropriate in size and location to the needs of managed species and 
fishing communities;
Objective 4c: Promote awareness of and encourage lost fishing gear 
recovery projects, the development of fishing gear recovery 
technology, and fishing gear recycling programs as a means of 
protecting habitat from derelict fishing gear and ghost fishing.
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Goal 5: Manage fisheries to support goals for protected species’ recovery.

Objective 5a: Assess the status of protected species’ populations to 
understand trophic energy flows and other ecological interactions, 
including predator-prey interactions, especially as populations reach 
carrying capacity;
Objective 5b: Identify cross-FMP work that can conserve protected 
species essential to the flow of trophic energy within the CCE;
Objective 5c: While continuing to manage and minimize bycatch of 
protected species under the FMPs, ensure that cross-FMP bycatch of 
protected species is sufficiently minimized so that those species’ 
populations may recover to sustainable levels. 
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Goal 6: Plan for the effects of climate variability and change on 
ecosystem services and consider long-term adaptation strategies.

Objective 6a: Improve monitoring capacity and include climate 
variability and change considerations into stock assessments and 
forecasts;
Objective 6b: Assess the effects of climate variability and change on 
the ecosystem’s long term stability and recommend research needed 
to understand the effects of potential shifts in species’ abundance and 
distribution;
Objective 6c: Develop management measures to improve fisheries 
stability and adaptability to the effects of climate variability and change, 
ocean acidification, marine heatwaves, and hypoxia.
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2.1 Schedule and Process for 
Developing and Amending 
the FEP and Ecosystem 
Initiatives

2.2 Ecosystem Initiatives, 
2013-2019

2.3 Ecosystem Status 
Reports
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