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The Fishery and Gear 

Management Cycle 

Date (odd 

years only) 

Pacific Mackerel Management 

April Assessment authors prepare draft assessments. 

May Coastal Pelagic Species Management Team 

(CPSMT), Coastal Pelagic Species Advisory 

Subpanel (CPSAS), and public review draft 

assessments and recommended harvest 

guidelines. 

June Authors submit final assessments and harvest 

guideline recommendations for June briefing  

book. SSC reviews these. Council adopts 

specifications and management measures for 

two consecutive fishing years. Commerce 

implements recommendations.  

July 1 Mackerel season begins. 

March (of 

next year) 

Council may consider Inseason action to transfer 

unused incidental set-aside to the directed 

fishery. 

Date Pacific Sardine Management 

February Authors prepare draft assessments. 

March Draft stock assessment is reviewed by either a 

full Stock Assessment Review panel (for full 

assessments), or by the Scientific and Statistical 

Committee’s CPS Subcommittee (for update 

assessments)  

April Authors submit final assessments and harvest 

guideline recommendations for June briefing  

book. SSC reviews these. Council adopts 

specifications and management measures. 

Commerce implements recommendations.  

July 1 Pacific sardine season begins. 
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Plan History and Amendments 

Council Staff 

Date Allocation formula for Pacific sardine  

(July 1– June 30) 

June 1— 

September 14 

Forty percent of the harvest guideline is 

allocated coastwide. Any uncaught allocation 

is rolled into the second period fishery. 

Sept 15—

December 31 

Twenty-five percent of the harvest guideline is 

released, plus any portion not harvested from 

the first period. Any uncaught allocation is 

rolled into the third period fishery. 

January 1— 

June 30 

Thirty-five percent of the harvest guideline, 

plus any portion not harvested from the initial 

allocation, is reallocated coastwide. Any 

uncaught allocation is not rolled into the 

subsequent period. 
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