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SALMON HEARING SUMMARY ON MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES  
 

Oregon Salmon Public Hearing  
Date: March 25, 2019 Hearing Officer: Mr. Chris Kern 
Location: Red Lion Hotel, NMFS: Ms. Peggy Mundy 
  Coos Bay, OR Coast Guard: Lt. Melanie Collier 
Attendance: 31 Salmon Team Member: Mr. Craig Foster 
Testifying: 10 Council Staff: Ms. Robin Ehlke 
Organizations Represented:  
 Oregon South Coast Fishermen, Oregon Coastal Anglers, Six-Pack Charter Operators of 
Brookings, OR 

 
 Opening Remarks 
Mr. Chris Kern provided opening remarks for the hearing. Mr. Craig Foster reviewed Alternatives 
for the commercial and sport salmon seasons, and Alternatives for incidental halibut retention in 
the salmon troll fishery. 
 

Synopsis of Testimony 
Of the 10 people testifying specifically to the Alternatives:  Alternative I was the preferred by 
Commercial trollers (3).  Recreational anglers (7) preferred Alternative I, or a mix between coho 
from Alternative I and Chinook from Alternative II.   
 
Of the 31 people in attendance, roughly half represented commercial fisheries and half represented 
recreational fisheries.  By a raise of hands, all the trollers preferred Alternative I.  All recreational 
anglers generally agreed that Alternative I, or a mix between I and II was preferred. 
 
Comments/questions from the public included: 

• 40-fathom line for commercial - how did it come about and how is it accounted for in the 
modeling?  Support from commercial group is to not use the line this year. 

• “Overfished” language has to be redefined so the public does not think harvest is the cause 
for low abundances.  ‘Under-produced’ is a more accurate term. 

• What is the transfer ratio for marked to unmarked in the recreational coho fishery for an 
impact neutral transfer? 

• Trollers preferred Alternative I in part because the range of dates in Alternatives II and III 
had “poor tide series’. 

• Should stay off of coho until they are de-listed.  No coho retention.   
• Commercial trollers want March 15 as a potential start date in future years; best way to 

collect data for stock composition, etc. to help update the model to allow for early fishing 
if appropriate. 

 
Written Statements (Attached) 
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