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NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE REPORT ON  
FUTURE COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA AND WORKLOAD PLANNING 

 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reviewed the draft June Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council) meeting agenda (Agenda Item D.7, Attachment 2) and the draft 
Year at a Glance (Agenda Item D.7, Attachment 1) in the advanced briefing book.  We also 
considered the Groundfish Management Team (GMT) Report on Future Council Meeting Agenda 
and Workload Planning (Agenda Item D.7.a, Supplemental GMT Report 1).   
 
We propose the following adjustments for the Year-at-a-Glance, based on NMFS staffing capacity 
(Table 1):   
 

• We support the GMT’s suggestion to add an item on the June agenda to discuss changes to 
P* and a phased-in acceptable biological catch (ABC) approach.  We envision the Council 
developing these approaches parallel with specifications, and expect to implement any 
changes the Council adopts under this item as part of the 2021-2022 biennial harvest 
specifications. 

• We recommend the Council schedule an agenda item in June to select a final preferred 
alternative for ESA Seabird Mitigation Measures. 

• We recommend the Council schedule an agenda item in June to select a preliminary 
preferred alternative for ESA Salmon Mitigation Measures. 

• We reiterate our recommendation to delay selection of the range of alternatives for 
sablefish gear switching and area management until September to give the Sablefish 
Management and Trawl Allocation Attainment Committee (SaMTAAC) time to prepare 
and submit a report on its May meeting for the advanced briefing book. 

• If desired, we would support a Groundfish Electronic Monitoring Policy Advisory 
Committee (GEMPAC) meeting after the whiting and fixed gear final rule and the non-
whiting midwater and bottom trawl proposed rule publish to review the draft national 
policies and receive an informational briefing from NMFS on those rules. 

• NMFS supports GEMPAC meetings in September and November to discuss the program 
guidelines.  

  

https://www.pcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/C5_Att2_April_QR_MARCH2019BB.pdf
https://www.pcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/C5_Att1_YAG_MARCH2019BB.pdf
https://www.pcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/C5a_Supp_GMT_Rpt1_MAR2019BB.pdf
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**Items listed in parentheses are included as tentative items both based on how they are noted on the Council's year at a glance and based on NMFS suggested changes to 
their scheduling 



 


