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Pacific halibut fishery regulations (2019)

(10) IPHC Regulatory Area 4E includes all waters in the Bering Sea north and east of the closed area
defined in Section 11, east of 168°00°00"" W. longitude, and south of 65°34°00"" N. latitude.

8. Fishing in IPHC Regulatory Areas 4E and 4D

(1)  Section 8 applies only to any person fishing for, or any vessel that is used to fish for, [IPHC
Regulatory Area 4E Community Development Quota (CDQ) Pacific halibut, IPHC Regulatory
Area 4D CDQ Pacific halibut, or IPHC Regulatory Area 4D IFQ received by transfer by a CDQ
organization provided that the total annual Pacific halibut catch of that person or vessel is landed
at a port within IPHC Regulatory Areas 4E or 4D.

(2) A person may retain Pacific halibut taken with setline gear that are smaller than the size limit
specified in Section 14, provided that no person may sell or barter such Pacific halibut.

(3) The manager of a CDQ organization that authorizes persons to harvest Pacific halibut in the
IPHC Regulatory Area 4E or 4D CDQ fisheries or IFQ received by transfer by a CDQ organiza-
tion must report to the Commission the total number and weight of undersized Pacific halibut
taken and retained by such persons pursuant to Section 8, paragraph (2). This report, which shall
include data and methodology used to collect the data, must be received by the Commission
prior to 1 November of the year in which such Pacific halibut were harvested.

9. Fishing Periods

(1) The fishing periods for each regulatory area apply where the catch limits specified in Section
12 have not been taken.

(2) Each fishing period in the IPHC Regulatory Area 2A directed commercial fishery shall begin
at 0800 hours and terminate at 1800 hours local time on 26 June, 27 June, 10 July, 24 July, 7
August, 21 August, 4 September, and 18 September, unless the Commission specifies otherwise.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (7) of section 12, an incidental catch fishery is authorized during the
sablefish seasons in Area 2A in accordance with regulations promulgated by NOAA Fisheries.
This fishery will occur between 1200 hours local time on 15 March and 1200 hours local time
on 14 November.

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (2), and paragraph (7) of section 12, an incidental catch fishery is
authorized during salmon troll seasons in Area 2A in accordance with regulations promulgated
by NOAA Fisheries. This fishery will occur between 1200 hours local time on 15 March and
1200 hours local time on 14 November.

(5) Notwithstanding paragraph (2), and paragraph (7) of section 12, an incidental catch fishery is
authorized during salmon troll seasons in Area 2A in accordance with regulations promulgated
by NOAA Fisheries. This fishery will occur between 1200 hours local time on 15 March and
1200 hours local time on 14 November.
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(6) All commercial fishing for Pacific halibut in [IPHC Regulatory Areas 2A, 2B, 2C, 3A,
3B, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, and 4E shall cease at 1200 hours local time on 14 November.

2The directed fishery is restricted to waters that are south of Point Chehalis, Washington, (46°53.30" N.

latitude) under regulations promulgated by NOAA Fisheries and published in the Federal Register.
3 The incidental fishery during the directed, fixed gear sablefish season is restricted to waters that are
north of Point Chehalis, Washington, (46°53.30" N. latitude) under regulations promulgated by NOAA

Fisheries at 50 CFR 300.63. Landing restrictions for Pacific halibut retention in the fixed gear sablefish
fishery can be found at 50 CFR 660.231.

10. Closed Periods

(1) No person shall engage in fishing for Pacific halibut in any IPHC Regulatory Area other
than during the fishing periods set out in Section 9 in respect of that area.

(2) No person shall land or otherwise retain Pacific halibut caught outside a fishing period
applicable to the IPHC Regulatory Area where the Pacific halibut was taken.

(3) Subject to paragraphs (7), (8), (9), and (10) of Section 20, these Regulations do not pro-
hibit fishing for any species of fish other than Pacific halibut during the closed periods.

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (3), no person shall have Pacific halibut in his/her possession
while fishing for any other species of fish during the closed periods.

(5) No vessel shall retrieve any Pacific halibut fishing gear during a closed period if the
vessel has any Pacific halibut on board.

(6)  Avessel that has no Pacific halibut on board may retrieve any Pacific halibut fishing gear
during the closed period after the operator notifies an authorized officer or representative
of the Commission prior to that retrieval.

(7)  After retrieval of Pacific halibut gear in accordance with paragraph (6), the vessel shall
submit to a hold inspection at the discretion of the authorized officer or representative
of the Commission.

(8) No person shall retain any Pacific halibut caught on gear retrieved in accordance with
paragraph (6).

(9) No person shall possess Pacific halibut on board a vessel in an IPHC Regulatory Area
during a closed period unless that vessel is in continuous transit to or within a port in
which that Pacific halibut may be lawfully sold.
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