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NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE RULEMAKINGS AND OTHER 
MAJOR ACTIVITIES FOR GROUNDFISH FISHERIES 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) provides a list of rulemakings and other major 
activities that have recently been completed or are currently in progress.  

Recently Completed and Ongoing Rulemakings: 
Action or Rulemaking Date and Link 

1 Tribal Usual and Accustomed Fishing Areas Final Rule-published October 25, 2018 
2 Inseason Adjustments for Commercial Fisheries Effective October 9, 2018 
3 Inseason Adjustments for CA Recreational Fisheries Effective September 27, 2018 
4 2019-20 Harvest Specifications and Management 

Measures 
Proposed rule-September 19, 2018 
Final Rule-December 2018 

5 Trawl Gear Revisions rulemaking Proposed rule-September 7, 2018 
Final Rule-December 2018 

6 Receipt of Application for Spec related Exempted 
Fishing Permits; public comment closed October 9, 
2018. 

Published September 6, 2018 

7 Electronic monitoring-whiting and fixed gear Proposed rule-Published November 22, 
2016 
Final rule-December 2018 

8 Electronic monitoring-bottom trawl and non-whiting 
midwater trawl 

Proposed rule-December 2018 
Final rule-March 2019 

9 Vessel Movement Monitoring  Proposed rule-December 2018 
Final Rule-March 2019 

10 Amendment 28 - EFH/RCA Action Draft EIS published on September 28, 
2018; Comments close November 19, 
2018. 

11 2018 Tribal Pacific Whiting Reapportionment Public notice for reapportionment 
published September 24, 2018 

Major Activities (Recently completed and ongoing): 
Activities Date and Link 

1 Trawl Gear EFP (2018) Ongoing 
2 2017-2018 EFP - Emely/Platt Ongoing-renewed for 2018 
3 Trawl Cost Recovery  Most recent notice with fee percentages published 

December 29, 2017; See the 2018 Annual Report 
under Agenda G.2. 

4 Salmon ESA Section 7 Consultation for 
Groundfish FMP 

Completed December 2017; Council will discuss 
Mitigation Measures under G.8 

5 ESA Section 7 Consultation on Eulachon Completed October 2018. 

1

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/10/09/2018-21879/magnuson-stevens-act-provisions-fisheries-off-west-coast-states-pacific-coast-groundfish-fishery
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/27/2018-20991/magnuson-stevens-act-provisions-fisheries-off-west-coast-states-pacific-coast-groundfish-fishery
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/19/2018-19460/magnuson-stevens-act-provisions-fisheries-off-west-coast-states-pacific-coast-groundfish-fishery
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/07/2018-19343/magnuson-stevens-act-provisions-fisheries-off-west-coast-states-pacific-coast-groundfish-fishery
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/09/06/2018-19305/magnuson-stevens-act-provisions-general-provisions-for-domestic-fisheries-pacific-coast-groundfish
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/09/06/2016-21058/fisheries-off-west-coast-states-pacific-coast-groundfish-fishery-electronic-monitoring-program
https://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/nepa/groundfish/am28-deis-9-2018.pdf
https://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/groundfish/public_notices/nmfs-sea-18-14.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/12/29/2017-28185/magnuson-stevens-act-provisions-fisheries-off-west-coast-states-pacific-coast-groundfish-fishery
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/groundfish/s7-groundfish-biop-121117.pdf


Activities Date and Link 
6 Seabird ESA Section 7 Consultation for 

Pacific Halibut Fisheries and Catch 
Sharing Plan 

Consultation completed. Council will discuss 
mitigation measures under G.5. 
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