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IPHC seeks PFMC input regarding longer fishing 
periods and alternative management for the non-
treaty directed commercial Pacific halibut fishery in 
IPHC Regulatory Area 2A

Purpose
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• IPHC letter to PFMC recommending moving 
away from derby fishery (May 2017)
– Increase safety
– Reduce regulatory discards
– Increase flexibility for fishers and processors

Background
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• Discussion of various management options in 
GAP and on Council floor during 2017

• No recommendations made for change in 
management of the fishery for the 2018 season

• Conversation at Sept 2018 meeting centered on 
potential IPHC regulatory proposal for longer 
fishing periods

PFMC meetings June 2017 - Sept 2018

PFMC November 2018 Slide 4



• IPHC regulatory proposal for longer fishing periods 
– 5-day or 10-day options

• Additional fishing periods would remain possible 
dependent on landings

– Within IPHC mandate and independent of PFMC Catch 
Sharing Plan 

– Would require lower individual fishing period limits (vessel 
limits)

– Other management measures would remain in place

Currently on the table
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• Sent to the 171 license holders who held 
licenses all three years 2016-18

• 47 replies: 
– Clear preference for a longer fishing period (81%)
– Highest preference for 10-day fishing period among 

options presented (43%)
– No consensus on when fishing period should begin, 

so this will remain a decision for the Commission at 
AM095

Survey of IPHC license holders
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• Length and timing of fishing periods
– Number of days
– Starting dates / days of the week

• Fishing period limits (vessel limits) 
– Economic viability of lower limits for smaller vessels

Current points of discussion
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• IPHC desires further input from stakeholders 
before making a change

• Feedback and recommendations from PFMC 
welcome
– IPHC Interim Meeting (IM094) late Nov 2018
– IPHC Annual Meeting (AM095) late Jan 2019

Looking toward 2019
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• Catch limits
– Overall limit set by IPHC, allocated by PFMC CSP

• Licenses 
– IPHC licenses vessels to participate in the fishery

• Fishing periods
– Series of 10-hour periods at two-week intervals
– Two or three open periods in recent years 

Current management of the directed 
Pacific halibut commercial fishery
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• Fishing period limits (vessel limits)
– Set by IPHC by vessel size class, from A (smallest 

vessels) to H (largest vessels) 
– Set at levels expected to remain within sector 

allocation 
– Can be revised downward for later fishing periods in 

order to remain within allocation 

Current management of the directed 
Pacific halibut commercial fishery (cont.)
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• Not all licensees participate in the fishery
– About half actually fished  

• Not all participating vessels achieve their fishing 
period limits 
– On average, vessels catch 20-40% of their limits 
– A small number come close to or achieve their full 

limits

Recent fishery performance
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• Longer fishing periods could allow more vessels 
to participate

• Longer fishing periods could also allow vessels 
to attain more of their fishing period limits

• Thus fishing period limits must be set more 
conservatively for longer fishing periods to avoid 
exceeding allocation 

Effects of longer fishing periods on 
fishing period limits
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Sample vessel limits
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Source: IPHC report on sample fishing period limit options for longer fishing periods (Sept 2017)



• Expect to see some shift in spatial distribution of 
fishing effort with more time to fish

• Expect to continue to attain sector allocation

Other considerations for longer fishing 
periods
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