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Current Method
Public comments are emailed in by 
deadline to: pfmc.comments@noaa.gov

Comments are then organized and filed 
into sub-folders for later distribution to staff 
officers.

Once deadline passes, organized 
comments are forwarded to the 
appropriate staff officer for review.

Once reviewed, they are approved for 
posting to the web, and processed for 
printing in the Advanced Briefing Book 
mailing.



New Method
New portal is nearly identical to what 
NPFMC is using.

There will be a comment window for the 
Advanced Briefing Book, Supplemental 
Materials, as well as during the Council 
Meeting. Users will be limited to one 
Comment per Agenda Item per period per 
our current policy. 

Commenters will receive email confirmation 
that their submission was received. 

At a pre-set time, all approved comments 
will go “live” on the website for everyone to 
see, thus limiting rebuttal comments.



New Method
Hyperlink to Portal will be available via our 
main website.

Users will have the ability to either type 
their comments into the portal directly, or 
upload a file.

Once the comments go live, visitors to the 
site will be able to see all the comments 
submitted organized by Agenda Item.

Still under development. More features 
and small design tweaks will be made 
before we go Live.

https://pfmc.psmfc.org/Meeting/Details/161
https://pfmc.psmfc.org/Meeting/Details/161


Benefits
Clean, organized method of distributing 
the comments.

By setting automated deadlines, 
comments will not be able to be submitted 
after the deadline has past, ensuring fair 
use among all commenters.

Significantly reduces work of Council staff 
in the required organizing, forwarding, and 
approving the comments.  

The likelihood of a comment getting 
missed due to email chains, forwards etc. is 
eliminated.

Reduces paper consumption



Live Demo

If you would like to test the portal now, please 
visit:

https://pfmc.psmfc.org
Then click on: 

Supplemental Public Comment Portal -TEST

From there, you can select an Agenda Item 
and submit a Comment.

https://pfmc.psmfc.org/Meeting/Details/161
https://pfmc.psmfc.org/Meeting/Details/161


Implementation Plan
The majority of development should be 
done by end of October.

Beta testing of the E-Portal in conjunction 
with our current Public comment 
procedure for the November Council 
Meeting.

After the November meeting, we will make 
any tweaks to the E-Portal as necessary.

March 2019 the E-Portal will be our sole 
method of submitting Public Comments.



Thank you!

Special thanks to PSMFC, AKFIN, 
and the NPFMC for their help in 

developing this site.
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