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2018 CA Economic Assessment
From 2018 Preseason Rpt. II Table 10, page 59
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Yields recreational angler cost of roughly $225 - $975 per trip 



$250 - $300 per trip Ex-Vessel eq.
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Fisheries Economics of the 
United States 2015, Economics 
and Sociocultural Status and 
Trends Series. 

NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-
F/SPO-170 May 2017

The Economic Contribution of 
Marine Angler Expenditures in 
the United States, 2011. 

NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS-
F/SPO-134,September 2013



2018 CA Economic Assessment
2018 Preseason Rpt. II Table 10 assuming $300 per trip
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2018 Impact to California 
Recreational Anglers
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• Alternative I
– 101,500 trips total, $30.5 million
– 3% above the 2013 – 2017 average

• Alternative II
– 90,700 trips total, $27.2 million
– Loss of $3.2 million (11%) from Alt I
– 8% below the 2013 – 2017 average

• Alternative III
– 73,200 trips total, $22.0 million
– Loss of $8.5 million (28%) from Alt I
– 26% below the 2013 – 2017 average

Based on $300 per angler trip



2018 Impact to SF and MO 
Recreational Anglers
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• Alternative I
– 81,700 trips total, $24.5 million
– 12% above the 2013 – 2017 average

• Alternative II
– 65,500 trips total, $19.7 million
– Loss of $4.9 million (20% loss) from Alt I
– 10% below the 2013 – 2017 average

• Alternative III
– 50,300 trips total, $15.1 million
– Loss of $9.4 million (38% loss) from Alt I
– 31% below the 2013 – 2017 average

Based on $300 per angler trip



Benefits are Difficult to Quantify
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• Alternative I
– 151,000 Escapees – Predicted time to 

recovery is unknown

• Alternative II
– 165,000 Escapees – Predicted time to 

recovery is unknown

• Alternative III
– 180,000 Escapees – Predicted time to 

recovery is unknown



Escapement History of prior years that have failed 
to meet minimum escapement of 122,000
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Were they the result of a 
low parental year class –
never

Did their spawning year 
class fail to meet 
escapement – only once 
(2008 +3 2011)

Mean spawner escapement 
from these “missed” years 
~240K 



Cost / Benefit Trade is Unknown
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• Lost economic benefit from Alt I of $5 to 
$10 million in SF and MO regions is 
known and quantifiable

• Benefit to recovery is unknown and not 
quantifiable   

• Lack of quantifiable benefit does not 
support the loss of economic benefit

• No justification to support Alternatives II 
or III



Escapement of 151,000 adults is 
Conservative
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• 151,000 is in the upper half of the FMP 
escapement range
– Meets the NMFS Guidance

• Provides an expectation of a higher than normal 
spawning class
– Poor correlation between escapement numbers and 

returning adults in the spawning year class
• River and delta habitat, and Ocean conditions dominate

– Historic data suggest returns from this spawning year 
class will range between 40,000* and 770,000* adults
• Average adult escapement is 240,000

* Max and min from Table B-1, 2017 Salmon SAFE document, page 203



2018 Salmon Assessment for 
California Recreational Fishermen
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• Questions
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