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 Agenda Item E.1.b 
 Supplemental Public Hearing Report 3 
 April 2018
 
 

SALMON HEARING SUMMARY ON MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES  
 
Date: March 27, 2018 Hearing Officer: Mr. David Crabbe 
Location: Laurel Inn & Conference Center NMFS: Ms. Peggy Mundy 
 Salinas, CA Coast Guard: CDR Jason Brand 
Attendance: 85 Salmon Technical Team: Mr. Alex Letvin 
Testifying: 23  Council Staff: Ms. Robin Ehlke 
Organizations Represented:  Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Association, Golden Gate 
Fishermen’s Association, Anglers Anonymous Central Coast, Fisherman’s Association of Moss Landing, 
Crab Boat Owners Association, Port San Luis Commercial Fishermen’s Association. 

 
Special Opening Remarks 

 
Mr. David Crabbe provided opening remarks for the hearing.  Mr. Alex Letvin of the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) provided a powerpoint presentation summarizing the 
recreational and commercial alternatives.   
 

Synopsis of Attendance 
Of the 85 people in attendance: 

43 were primarily interested in the commercial troll fishery (no preferred alternative; 
Alternative 4 supported). 
34 were primarily interested in the recreational fishery (32 preferred Alternative 1). 
  5 attendees represented ports, processors, or other community interests. 

 
 

Synopsis of Testimony 
 
Of the 23 people testifying: 

14 commented primarily on the commercial troll fishery. 
  9 commented primarily on the recreational fishery. 

 
Commercial Troll Comments 

• Submitted ‘Alternative 4’: Gives more time for both commercial and sport fisherman.  
Meets the conservation objectives and minimizes the socio-economic impact.  Ask STT 
for a risk-analysis on fisheries at 122,000 escapement for Sacramento River fall Chinook 
(SRFC).   

o Support ‘Alternative 4’ x6 (strong show of hands from audience). 
• If a fishery structure is a policy decision and not mandated by law, need to consider the 

socio-economic impacts of reduced fisheries on families and small businesses. 
• NMFS guidance for SRFC of 151K-180K cuts opportunity in a specific area without 

justification.  Under the Fishery Management Plan (FMP), all fishing interests must have 
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an equitable share in the conservation obligations and harvest opportunity.  Need to re-
examine the alternatives. 

• Monterey area - 15 days of fishing in May is more like 5 days given the weather (x3).  Not 
enough to support fisherman and the families.  Few salmon around in May.  Want the 
season to continue into June/July.  Not enough opportunity to make a living.  

• Reduced salmon opportunity will shift the fleet to other species of fish (black cod, halibut, 
etc.) which will impact those fisheries and stocks of fish. (x3).  Hard to see a future in 
salmon fishing any of the proposed seasons. 

• Support Alt 1.  For SF area - move the June time into the end of July to have a continuous 
fishery.   

• Open Rockfish Conservation Area for commercial fishery to 50 fathoms just like the sport 
fishery (10 more fathoms). 

• Need salmon projects in Monterey to mitigate climate and poor river conditions.  
• Appreciate the meeting south of San Francisco - well attended by Morro Bay and Port San 

Luis fishers.  
• Do not agree with NMFS’ guidance to increase escapement of SRFC because there is no 

correlation between spawners and recruits; naturally spawners, especially in the Central 
Valley, do not survive well since mainly hatchery stock, and the real problem is poor water 
management.   

• Can’t compete with wineries and agriculture for water for salmon. 
• Support Alternative 1 with changes (see written comment). 

 
Recreational Comments 

• Salmon fishing is an important ingredient to promote sport fishing.  Pt. Arena - Pigeon Pt.: 
need more spring-time opportunity to fill gap.  Effort will shift to other species of fish, and 
increase the impacts on those fisheries.  Need to maintain the infrastructure of the fishery 
with bait, ice, processors, etc.   

• Support Alternative 1:  
o All 3 Alternatives have an economic impact.  There is a lot on the line financially 

for all of us out there.   Oceans are healthy, lots of age-2 fish.   
o Monterey area needs more time - weather is bad and stops fishing.  Morro Bay can 

be dangerous.  Will have no fishery with Alternatives 2 or 3 given the weather.  
Small group of fishers compared to areas north.  Come down and fish with us.   

o Not sure the Alternatives meet the criteria under National Standard 8.  Need to 
maximize opportunity.  Conservation is built into the model.  (See written 
comments PCFFA). 

o Small businesses rely on a substantial sport fishing season to survive. 
o Also support ‘Alternative 4’ (x4).   

• NMFS guidance to increase SRFC spawners does not make sense because it is a habitat 
issue.  The economic impacts on the families directly and indirectly related to the fishing 
industry will be negative.  The longer the season the better.  We want a sustainable fishery.   

• Consider a tag allocation quota for the sport industry that would result in an extended 
season and avoid stocks at risk.  Tags would give equal opportunity to private and party 
boats alike.  Do this for Monterey south and north.   

• Small businesses struggle when fisheries are down - it affects the whole community.   
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Other Comments 
• Lots of attention on Delta smelt, need the same for salmon. 
• Fishing is bonding experience for families.  Importance goes beyond economical. 

 
Written Statements (Attached) 

 
• Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Association.  
• Captain Robert Gallia/ El Dorado. 
• Captain Jim Roberts/ Outerlimits Sport Fishing. 
• Jim and Sheila Moser F/V Tradewind.  
• Christian Cavanough - Charter Captain. 
• Duncan MacLean - HMB. 

 
 
PFMC 
03/30/18 
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