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Agenda Item E.1.b 
Supplemental Public Hearing Report 2 

April 2018 
 
 

SALMON HEARING SUMMARY ON MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES  
 

Date: March 26, 2018 Hearing Officer: Mr. Chris Kern 
Location: Red Lion Coos Bay, NMFS: Mr. Lance Kruzic 
 Coos Bay, OR Coast Guard: LCDR Ben Crowell 
Attendance: 38 Salmon Team Member: Mr. Craig Foster 
Testifying: 14 Council Staff: Mr. Brett Wiedoff 
Organizations Represented: Port of Brookings, Six-Pack Charter Operators of Brookings 
Oregon, Oregon South Coast Fisherman, Oregon Coast Anglers  

 
Opening Remarks 

 
Mr. Chris Kern provided opening remarks for the hearing. Mr. Craig Foster reviewed Alternatives 
for the commercial and sport salmon seasons, and Alternatives for incidental halibut retention in 
the salmon troll fishery. 
 

Synopsis of Testimony 
 
Of the 11 people testifying specifically to the Alternatives: 
 

4 commented primarily on the commercial troll fishery. 
3 commented on the recreational fishery. 
5 commented on both recreational and commercial troll fishery. 
1 commented on incidental halibut retention. 
 

 
Commercial Troll Comments 
 

• Definitely Alt. 1. Alt. 1 for Cape Falcon to Humbug Mountain but like to look at the option 
of spreading out the season in August (as in option 3). Spread the season out over the whole 
month.  

• Alt. 1 for Oregon KMZ (Klamath Management Zone, Humbug to California border). Give 
us a chance to access the Rogue River fish. 

• Halibut: Alt. 1, consider lower landing limit to 10. 
• Alt. 1 - 50 fish/week. 

 
Recreational Comments 
 

• Alt. 2 for South of Falcon to Humbug. We've never come close to harvesting our quota; 
last year we caught 18,000. I prefer Alt. 2 because we're not harvesting wild fish that are 
considered to be spawners later on. Alt. 1 for Humbug to California (Oregon KMZ). 

• Alt. 1, Falcon to Humbug. Predation is a big factor. 
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• Look at Page 27 (Table 10): $13 million value of the salmon fisheries in Oregon KMZ. 
Support Alt. 1. 
 

Recreational and Commercial Comments  
• Alt. 1, Falcon to OR/CA border for both sport and commercial. 
• Speaking to both sport and commercial seasons, prefer Alt. 1 for Oregon KMZ. 

Community was hit hard due to season closures last year (due to Klamath) and the wildfire. 
The community needs some kind of economic stimulus. 

• Alt. 1, Oregon KMZ for sport and commercial. We had severe economic loss due to 
wildfire last year; we need the season. In addition, Alt. 1 is better because it spreads the 
season out longer. I have a small boat and NW winds in spring and summer can keep a 
small vessel off the water for weeks at a time. Longer season provides more opportunity 
that smaller boats will have chances to get out.  

• Alt. 1 for both sport and commercial seasons in Oregon KMZ. I like option 1 because it 
has 100 days; the other two only have 40. 

• Alt. 1 for Cape Falcon to Humbug and give the commercial fishermen something to catch 
too. Predation by sea lions is a big problem. 
 

Other Comments 
 

• Consider a ratio of 1 salmon to 5 lingcod for next year. 
• One attendee agreed with another testimony, 1 salmon to 5 lingcod. 
• Getting difficult to identify areas to fish where vessel monitoring systems aren't required 

for salmon fishermen. Hard to find regulations.  
• Regarding Columbia River hatcheries, consider raising more left-turning (south-turning) 

fish; most of them go north. 
• Why can California and Washington raise millions of hatchery coho but not Oregon? Won't 

let us raise any fish in our hatcheries. Why is Oregon only raising/releasing on Columbia 
River? Why don't you do anything for our hatcheries/fisheries here? The numbers aren't 
there. Chris Kern provided brief explanation that much of Oregon's ocean fisheries depend 
on the Columbia River coho hatcheries. 

• Cormorants and sea lions eating salmon smolts and adults - predation is a big problem in 
Coos River area. 

• Does anyone keep tabs on what the timber companies are doing behind locked gates with 
herbicides and spraying? They have killed off the deer and birds, probably fish too. Also, 
I've heard killer whales eat more salmon than humans do. 

• One attendee warned others that the options are not locked in and could change at the April 
Council meeting due to more modeling and guidance from NMFS. 

 
Written Statements (Attached) 

 
1. Port of Brookings, dated 3/20/2018 
2. Six-Pack Charter Operators of Brookings, Oregon, dated 3/26/2018 

 
 
PFMC 
03/30/18 
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