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Agenda Item E.1.b 
Supplemental Public Hearing Report 1 

April 2018 
 
 

SALMON HEARING SUMMARY ON MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES  
 

Date: March 26, 2018 Hearing Officer: Mr. Kyle Adicks 
Location: Chateau Westport Council Member: Mr. Phil Anderson 
 Westport, WA NMFS: Mr. Jeromy Jording 
Attendance: 106 Coast Guard: LCDR Chris Morris 
Testifying: 43 Salmon Team Member: Ms. Wendy Beeghley 
  Council Staff: Ms. Jennifer Gilden 
Organizations Represented:  
Washington Trollers Association, Coastal Trollers Association, Westport Charter Boat Association, 
Ilwaco Charter Boat Association, Puget Sound Anglers / Ocean Anglers  

 
Opening Remarks 

 
Mr. Kyle Adicks provided an overview and Ms. Wendy Beeghley reviewed the Alternatives for 
the commercial and sport salmon seasons. 
 

Synopsis of Testimony 
 
Of the 43 people testifying: 
 

3 commented primarily on the commercial troll fishery. 
36 commented primarily on the recreational fishery. 

 
Commercial Troll Comments 
 

• [Coastal Trollers Association; see attached letter] Need a steady supply of fish. Want catch numbers 
from Alternative 1, with the details and ratios from Alternative 2. Also ask that catch restrictions 
in Alternatives 3 and 4 be limited to 40 Chinook per week rather than 50. Concerned that there are 
no trip limits in Areas 1 and 2. Add language for a 60 percent trigger to Alternative 2. For the 
summer fishery, prefer the language in Alternative 1 with a few exceptions. Support subarea catch 
limits of 40 Chinook in Areas 1, 3, 4, and last year’s limit of 75 Chinook be assigned to Area 2. 
Regarding incidental halibut, prefer Alternative 3 but with landing limit of less than 35 per trip to 
extend opportunity. For trollers with VMS, support changes in lingcod ratios from 15:1 down to 
5:1.  

• Want to hold on to high range of 65,000 (32,000 for ocean troll). Need to craft a season in spring 
and summer that is aggressive up front, so as not to leave economic opportunity in the water. 
Halibut retention - something similar to last year, but with two halibut for free rather than one, and 
one Chinook for two halibut with a landing limit of 35. In general, avoid coho encounters in the 
summer season and transfer to recreational if possible, to have them on the water too. 

• Strongly prefer Option 1; minimize closures whenever possible.  
 

Recreational Comments 
• Prefer five-day season (x 22) 

o Prefer a Sunday-Thursday season. (Reasons given: need a longer season to support the 
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local economy; longer season allows people to make plans earlier in the year; quality of 
coho improves with longer season). 

o If it’s going to be a five-day fishery, include the weekend, or least include Saturday and 
close down Sunday. Would like more Chinook, given coho restrictions. 

o If a five-day week, consider Saturday through Wednesday. 
o Consider the safety impacts on the boat launch if there is a Sunday-only recreational 

fishery. Will be tough for everyone. Also, consider a weekend-only fishery, and add more 
Chinook. 

o Customers can go bottom fishing on Friday and Saturday. Get back to quotas that justify 
a longer season. 

o Consider frontloading the season to target Chinook. For example, a mark-selective 
fishery for Chinook early in the season. Limit coho; one coho bag limit with two 
Chinook.  

o Support opening Westport Area on Sunday, June 24. (x 2) 
o Support five-day week to extend season for local economy. (x 2) 

• Prefer seven-day season (x 8) 
o Prefer a seven-day season. (Reasons given: need Saturdays; traffic makes it difficult for 

people who work Monday through Friday to come for just one day of fishing) 
o Prefer a seven-day season even with lower limits; experience is more important than 

filling freezer. 
o Prefer a seven-day season OR a weekend fishery. Ideally would prefer Friday-Sunday. 

• Eliminating the weekend is unfair. Consider ways to shorten the days per week and extend the 
season without eliminating the weekends. 

• Don’t like any of the options on the table. Bring back the fishery. 
• Need less focus on fishing coho and more on fishing Chinook. Chinook fishing in June minimizes 

encounters with coho. Fish earlier for Chinook in order to extend the season. Also, create separate 
allocations for the charter and sport industries.  
 

Other Comments 
• Support Option 1, position of Puget Sound Anglers and Coastal Trollers Association. Also, 

reduce pinniped predation. 
• Use Seafood Import Monitoring program technology to monitor catches in real time. 
• Increase hatchery program/production. (x 3) 
• Improve habitat. 
• Address predation. 

 
Written Statements (Attached) 

 
1. Judy Berghuis, Westport resident 
2. Rob Bearden, Mayor of Westport 
3. Steve Wilson, Coastal Trollers Association 
4. Steve Westrick, Westport resident and charter business owner 
5. Larry Giese, Deep Sea Charters, Westport 
6. Chuck and Jennifer Custer, C/V Freedom, Westport.  
 
 
PFMC 
03/30/18 
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