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• IPHC letter to PFMC recommending moving 
away from derby fishery 

• Discussion of various management options in 
GAP and on Council floor

• Options discussed included maintaining current 
management structure with longer fishing 
periods

Background: June 2017 PFMC meeting
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http://www.pcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/G1a_Sup_IPHC_Ltr2_CommlDerbyFishery_Jun2017BB.pdf


• Catch limits
– Overall limit set by IPHC, allocated by PFMC CSP

• Licenses 
– IPHC licenses vessels to participate in the fishery

• Fishing periods
– Series of 10-hour periods at two-week intervals
– Two or three open periods in recent years 

Current management of the directed 
Pacific halibut commercial fishery

PFMC September 2017 Slide 3



• Fishing period limits (vessel limits)
– Set by IPHC by vessel size class, A (smallest vessels) 

to H (largest vessels) 
– Set at levels expected to remain within sector 

allocation 
– Can be revised downward for later fishing periods in 

order to remain within allocation 

Current management of the directed 
Pacific halibut commercial fishery (cont.)
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• Not all licenses participate in the fishery
– About half actually fished  

• Not all participating vessels achieve their fishing 
period limits 
– On average, vessels catch 20-40% of their limits 
– A small number come close to or achieve their full 

limits

Recent fishery performance
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• Option 1:  one week
• Option 2:  20 days
• Option 3:  30 days 
• Longer options should also be considered

Fishing periods: 3 alternatives requested 
for discussion by PFMC
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• Longer fishing periods could allow more vessels 
to participate

• Longer fishing periods could also allow vessels 
to attain more of their fishing period limits

• Thus fishing period limits must be set more 
conservatively for longer fishing periods to avoid 
exceeding allocation 

Effects of longer fishing periods on 
fishing period limits
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Sample vessel limits

PFMC September 2017 Slide 8



• Expect to see some shift in spatial distribution of 
fishing effort with more time to fish

• Expect to continue to attain sector allocation

Other considerations for longer fishing 
periods
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• With no other changes to the management 
structure, longer fishing periods would 
necessitate lower fishing period limits 

• IPHC desires to understand views of those 
affected before making changes

• IPHC welcomes other suggestions to improve 
management of the directed commercial Pacific 
halibut fishery in IPHC Regulatory Area 2A

Conclusions 
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