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Proposal Summary
 61 new EFH Conservation Areas/ modifications (excluding 

changes inside U&As)

 7 partial re-openings of  existing EFH Conservation Areas

 Net change in area closed to bottom trawling shoreward of  the 
700 fathom footprint closure, with RCA removal S. of  Pt. 
Chehalis: + 12,760 mi2

 Deep-water Habitat Conservation Area: + 123,222 mi2

 Net increase in fishing opportunity: restore 1.6% of  previous 
coastwide trawl effort with RCA removal S. of  Pt. Chehalis, WA 
(11.7% of  the effort that was previously displaced)
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Baseline = EFHCAs + trawl RCA + state 
waters closed to bottom trawling.

Oceana modified = Baseline ± Oceana 
proposed EFHCA changes - RCA S. of  Pt. 
Chehalis, WA
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Overview Maps
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Site Maps

Priority Habitats Bottom Trawl Effort

Sponge

Coral
Hard Rock

Mixed

Inferred Rock

Sea whips/ 
pens



Coral and Sponge Bycatch Hotspots

Site Maps

As recommended in the NOAA Deep Sea Coral Research and Technology 
Program 2014 Report to Congress



Methane Seeps
 Areas where methane 

and hydrogen sulfide gas 
leak through the Earth’s 
crust.

 Associated with 
managed fish species 
and priority habitats: 
hard substrates, habitat 
forming invertebrates.

Hydrate Ridge hosts abundant soft 
corals and is a rich habitat for fish, 
squat lobsters, clams and crabs
www.interactiveoceans.washington.edu
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www.oceana.org/PacificSeafloorTourDigital Tour
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