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HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES ADVISORY SUBPANEL REPORT ON A PROPOSAL TO
DESIGNATE CALIFORNIA’S SEAMOUNTS, RIDGES, AND BANKS A NATIONAL
MONUMENT
After discussion and deliberation, the Highly Migratory Species Advisory Subpanel (HMSAS)
would like to offer the following comments on the Draft document entitled “The Case for
Protecting California’s Seamounts, Ridges and Banks” (attached). We acknowledge this is an
unattributed document which is clearly labeled DRAFT. However, members of the HMSAS were
sent this by members of the California Legislature and its existence has been verified by staffers
with Senator Barbara Boxer and Congressman Jared Huffman. As we understand it, the protection
being sought will take the form of a National Marine Monument designation under the Antiquities
Act.
The HMSAS is concerned about this proposal for a number of reasons.
•

Using the Antiquities Act subverts the public process. Unlike the highly public process
associated with the National Marine Sanctuary program, the Antiquities Act requires
nothing more than the President’s signature. To date, no fishery or fishery management
interests were contacted or involved in the development of this draft proposal.

•

The proposal targets commercial fishing activities, which will have a deleterious impact
on California’s and the nation’s economies. According to numerous reports, the United
States imports roughly 90 percent of the seafood consumed here. This proposal will further
exacerbate this reliance on foreign products.

•

The seamounts, ridges, and banks identified within the Draft document will have a dramatic
effect on many, if not all, of California’s fisheries. Using the California spiny lobster
fishery as an example – the recently completed Marine Protected Area process resulted in
the loss of roughly 14 – 16 percent of their historic fishing habitat. As a result, a number
of participants in that fishery are expanding their operations to cover areas contained in
this proposal. Any restrictions in these areas would be detrimental to all types of fishermen.

A coalition of commercial and recreational fishing interests is working together with concerned
nongovernmental organizations to oppose this proposal. In conversations with staffers from
Senator Boxer’s and Representative Huffman’s offices, it was recommended we compile data
which shows the importance (economically, historically, and socially) of these areas to
California’s fisheries. We are working with the Department of Fish and Wildlife and National
Marine Fisheries Service to get this information together.
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At the recently-completed Council Coordination Committee meeting, it was resolved that “if any
designations are made in the marine environment under authorities such as the Antiquities Act of
1906 that fisheries management in the US EEZ waters continue to be developed, analyzed and
implemented through the public process of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act.”
1. We request the Council to prepare and submit a Statement in opposition to the action proposed
here.
2. We request the Council to prepare and submit a Statement where it highlights the Resolution
of the Council Coordination Committee in its opposition to the action proposed here.
Attachment – The Case for Protecting California’s Seamounts, Ridges and Banks – DRAFT
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