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Survey Objective

Collect data to document Pacific bluefin tuna 
abundance in the Southern California Bight that 
could be used to develop a potential index of 

abundance



Survey Area



July Observations



Summary

• Survey Conducted in Southern California 
Bight in July 2015
– Systematic strip transects
– 48 observations of 58 schools totaling 5,332 mt

• Biomass Observed
– Survey Total: 5,332 mt
– Daily Maximum: 3,132 mt



Application to Management

• 2014 Pacific bluefin 
tuna stock assessment
– Range:  Western and 

Eastern Pacific Oceans
– Biomass estimate: 

26,324 mt

• 2015 Pacific bluefin tuna CDFW/CWPA survey
– Range:  Southern California Bight
– Biomass observed:  3,132 mt to 5,370 mt

ISC 2014, Figure 2-2
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