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Shared Ecosystem 
Component Species

OR

Shared EC Species

round and thread herring, 
mesopelagic fishes, 
Pacific sandlance, 
Pacific saury, 
Silversides, 
Osmerid smelts, and 
Pelagic squids
(with the exception of 
Humboldt squid) 

The purpose of this action is to prohibit new directed
commercial fishing in Federal waters on unmanaged, 
unfished forage fish species until the Council has had an 
adequate opportunity to both assess the scientific 
information relating to any proposed directed fishery and 
consider potential impacts to existing fisheries, fishing 
communities, and the greater marine ecosystem. This 
action is needed to proactively protect unmanaged, 
unfished forage fish of the U.S. West Coast EEZ in 
recognition of the importance of these forage fish to the 
species managed under the Council’s FMPs and to the 
larger CCE. This action is not intended to supersede tribal 
or state fishery management for these species, and 
coordination would still occur through the existing Council 
process.



1. Does not constrain existing directed fisheries 
2. Provides reasonable certainty of discouraging new 

fishery targeting of these species 
3. Considers discouraging development of at-sea 

processing of these species 
4. Provides reasonable certainty of being enforceable by: 

a. Defining “directed fishery” on Shared EC Species 
that constrains catch ratio, and is informed by and 
responsive to historical landings 

b. Holds individual vessels accountable (at the trip 
level) for landing these species, but allows for 
unique events 

c. Simple, clear language that is applicable across 
species and fisheries.



Unspecified Squid 
(52.5%)

Unspecified Smelt 
(47.4%)

Everything Else 
(0.1%)
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For those images where sources are not shown directly on 
image, all are courtesy of the U.S. National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, except the following images on 
Slide 2: Pacific saury, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife; 
thread herring, United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization.
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