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Limited Research Suggests Presence ot
Sensitive Habitats

* 1,336 coral observations (including black corals, soft corals, stony
corals and pennatulids sampled from research trawls and ROVs).

* Predictive coral models (Guinotte and Davies 2014)

MBARI Rover

Guinotte JM, Davies AJ (2014) Predicted Deep-Sea Coral Habitat Suitability for the U.S. West Coast. PLoS ONE 9(4): €93918. doi:10.1371/journa 1.pone.0093918



Deep sea hydrothermal vents: Local high

productivity. High biomass and high number of endemic species




Figure 1. NOAA's precautionary approach to manage bottom-tending gear (BTG), especially mobile
BTG and other adverse impacts of fishing on deep-sea coral and sponge ecosystems.

NOAA Strategic Plan
for Deep-Sea Coral and
Sponge Ecosystems

Research, Management, and International Cooperation

gl e s INADEQUATELY SURVEYED AREAS
OR SPONGE AREAS

MOBILE BTG MOBILE BTG MOBILE BTG
CURRENTLY NOT MOBILE BTG CURRENTLY NOT Al

ALLOWED ALLOWED ALLOWED

N
S No Recent Use
L OBJECTIVE 1 New Deep-Sea of Mobile BTG R
Monftorng ol Coralorsponge eg.notusedin Y (e, usedinthe
Surveillance and e el the last five years) last 5 years)
Enforcement

Map and
Characterize

% &
i
NOHA Technical Memorandum CREPA1




North Pacific Fisheries Commission
Convention Area

I—_‘—I NPFC Convention Area

Woild EEZ Boundaries
)]

oU U ; 3 > Ben Entic
Kilometers ’

150°E




“T'he diversity on the deep sea tloor rivals that of
a tropical rainforest or coral reetf.”

The Council has broad discretionary authority

under the MSA to protect marine ecosystems
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"The deep sea is the Earth's largest continuous ecosystem and largest habitat for life. It is also the least studied." 

Dr. Chris German, Schmidt Ocean Institute. 
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Limited Research Suggests Presence of Sensitive Habitats

1,336 coral observations (including black corals, soft corals, stony corals and pennatulids sampled from research trawls and ROVs). 

Predictive coral models (Guinotte and Davies 2014)







MBARI Rover

Guinotte JM, Davies AJ (2014) Predicted Deep-Sea Coral Habitat Suitability for the U.S. West Coast. PLoS ONE 9(4): e93918. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0093918
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Deep sea hydrothermal vents: Local high productivity. High biomass and high number of endemic species
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Precedent – NPFC freeze the footrping, NPFMC AI EFH conservation areas, including the AI trench and out to boarder of EEZ, Mediterranean closure > 1000 meter.
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“The diversity on the deep sea floor rivals that of a tropical rainforest or coral reef.”





The Council has broad discretionary authority under the MSA to protect marine ecosystems

NOAA

NOAA





Photos NOAA, Atlantic and Central Pacific deep sea research.  Still much to learn about these little understood habitats. Worth protecting…understand what is there before any damages occur

6



image1.jpg

e
Ctu,
5 e Zofa
£
P
.
3

Lo

Sorda gec,,

27

ABbertng Tabirioun;

550

4800

268

Morro Bay

San Dlegy
N

1D STATES

MEXICO e






image2.png

OCEANA







image3.png







image4.emf



image5.jpeg

Copyright © The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. Permission required for reproduction or display.







image6.png







image7.png

Figure 1. NOAA's precautionary approach to manage bottom-tending gear (BTG), especially mobile
BTG and other adverse impacts of fishing on deep-sea coral and sponge ecosystems.
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