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Limited Research Suggests Presence of  
Sensitive Habitats

• 1,336 coral observations (including black corals, soft corals, stony 
corals and pennatulids sampled from research trawls and ROVs). 

• Predictive coral models (Guinotte and Davies 2014)

MBARI Rover

Guinotte JM, Davies AJ (2014) Predicted Deep-Sea Coral Habitat Suitability for the U.S. West Coast. PLoS ONE 9(4): e93918. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0093918



Deep sea hydrothermal vents: Local high 
productivity. High biomass and high number of  endemic species







“The diversity on the deep sea floor rivals that of  
a tropical rainforest or coral reef.”

The Council has broad discretionary authority 
under the MSA to protect marine ecosystems

NOAA NOAA
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Deep sea hydrothermal vents: Local high productivity. High biomass and high number of endemic species
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Precedent – NPFC freeze the footrping, NPFMC AI EFH conservation areas, including the AI trench and out to boarder of EEZ, Mediterranean closure > 1000 meter.
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“The diversity on the deep sea floor rivals that of a tropical rainforest or coral reef.”





The Council has broad discretionary authority under the MSA to protect marine ecosystems

NOAA

NOAA





Photos NOAA, Atlantic and Central Pacific deep sea research.  Still much to learn about these little understood habitats. Worth protecting…understand what is there before any damages occur
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Figure 1. NOAA's precautionary approach to manage bottom-tending gear (BTG), especially mobile
BTG and other adverse impacts of fishing on deep-sea coral and sponge ecosystems.
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