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Dr. Donald McIsaac  June 10, 2015 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
7700 NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101 
Portland, OR 97220-1384 

Re: Draft Pacific Fishery Management Council letter regarding proposed mariculture projects in Humboldt Bay, 
California. 

Dear Dr. McIsaac and Council Members, 

On June 8th I was contacted regarding the draft letter to the Humboldt Bay Harbor District (District) that is on 
your June 12th agenda. Had I been aware of the Council’s interest in the proposed Humboldt Bay mariculture 
projects, I would have contacted you earlier and potentially arranged to travel to your meeting. Regardless, I 
have drafted the following comments, please consider them to the extent possible. 

PFMC’s draft letter pertains to (1) the Mariculture Pre-Permitting Project for which the District is the proponent 
(District Project) and (2) the Coast Seafoods Permit Renewal and Expansion Project for which Coast Seafoods 
Company is the proponent (Coast Project). Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 
District is the Lead Agency for both projects. The formal CEQA process has not begun for the Coast Project, 
but a Draft Environmental Impact Report has been circulated for the District Project. The District is currently 
revising our project based on comments received and we will be responding to all comments, including any we 
receive from PFMC. My understanding is that Coast Seafoods Company is also making project revisions based 
on comments received prior to the formal CEQA process (i.e., comments on a draft Initial Study).  

Although the two Projects have many similarities (i.e., culture of the same species within the same bay) and 
certainly require a detailed and robust cumulative impact analysis, they are nevertheless separate projects with 
different timelines and project proponents. As such, the District’s role and capacity to respond to comments on 
each Project is different. Hence, it would be useful, and I respectfully request, a de-coupling of the comments 
for each Project into separate letters. 

Additionally, I urge PFMC staff to contact me and Coast Seafoods Company to gain an understanding of 
changes to proposed project designs that have occurred in response to previously received comments. As 
currently drafted, PFMCs letter pertains to outdated project descriptions. 

Thank you for your interest in our efforts. I look forward to working with you and continuing to engage with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service and other agencies to design projects that meet our goals of increasing 
sustainable seafood production and protecting the bay’s ecological resources. 

Sincerely, 

Adam Wagschal 
Deputy Director 
awagschal@humboldtbay.org 
Cell: 707-496-2088 
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