
 Agenda Item D.1.b 
 Supplemental Public Hearing Report 3 
 April 2015 
 

SALMON MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES HEARING SUMMARY 
 

Date: March 31, 2015 Hearing Officer: Mr. Dan Wolford 

Location: Motel 6  Other Council Members:  

 Fort Bragg, CA NMFS: Ms. Peggy Mundy 

 

Attendance: 58 Coast Guard: ME1 Kyle Walker 

 

Testifying: 17 (three of which 
testified in writing in 
support of previous oral 
testimony). 

Salmon Technical Team: Mr. Brett Kormos 

 

  Council Staff: Mr. Mike Burner 

Organizations Represented:  Bodega Bay Fishermen’s Association, Caito Fisheries, Cher-Ae Heights 
Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria,  Golden Gate Salmon Association, Humboldt Area 
Saltwater Anglers, Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association, Inc., Klamath Management Zone 
Fisheries Coalition; Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations, Trinidad Bay Marketing 
Association. 

 
Special Opening Remarks 

 
Mr. Dan Wolford provided opening remarks for the hearing.  Mr. Brett Kormos of the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) provided a summary of the recreational and commercial 
Alternatives.  The overwhelming majority of the attendees were from the commercial fishery, with 
only a handful of other stakeholder representatives, including a couple from the processing 
industry. 

Synopsis of Testimony 
 
Of the 18 people testifying: 
 

15 commented primarily on the commercial troll fishery. 
Three commented primarily on the recreational fishery. 

 
Commercial Troll Comments 
 

• Eight supported a modified Alternative II from Horse Mountain to the U.S/ Mexico border 
as recommended by the Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association (see attached) that 
reduces the number of commercial troll days open in June and July in exchange for a full 
month of opportunity in May and most of August and adds four days of fishing in the Fall 
Area Target Zone between Point Reyes and Point San Pedro. There was interest among 
supporters to fish earlier in the season to take advantage of better markets and an 
anticipated early and northerly availability of Chinook as was seen in 2014.  One of the 
eight supporters of this Alternative suggested that the fishery close on June 30 and reopen 
July 5 for improved marketing for the 4th of July holiday. 
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• One person spoke in opposition to the modified Alternative II from Horse Mountain to the 
U.S/ Mexico border as recommended by the Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association 
stating that the Alternative would overly concentrate the fleet and that the distribution of 
Chinook in 2014 may not be early and northerly like 2014 and that it would be wise wait 
until the Oregon troll fishery opens on April 1 for an early indication of conditions.  
Additionally, the fishery south of Point Arena is best before August and moving 
opportunity from June and July is not favorable. 

• Three supported Alternative I for the California Klamath Management Zone (KMZ) 
commercial troll fishery and provided written testimony from other California KMZ 
fishermen (attached). 

• One person spoke in opposition to structuring the commercial troll fishery with multiple 
short closures throughout the season because of difficult logistic and marketing challenges 
they bring and would prefer a continuous season that either starts later in the year or ends 
soon in the year or both, as necessary to meet the objectives.  Another supported the concept 
of fewer start and stop dates. 

 
Recreational Comments 
 

• Two, representing the KMZ Fisheries Coalition and the Humboldt Area Saltwater Anglers, 
supported Alternative I for recreational fisheries in the KMZ.  Additionally, they were 
supportive of a 20 inch minimum size limit to be consistent with regulations to the south.  
One highlighted the effective co-management of the KMZ by Oregon and California and 
noted that the entire KMZ often has similar if not identical seasons and regulations.  They 
also expressed the economic and cultural importance of providing salmon opportunity in 
the KMZ over the Labor Day holiday weekend. 
 

Other Comments 
 

• Nine spoke against the CDFW proposed fall closures in Alternative III for both commercial 
and recreational fisheries and many requested additional rationale and specifically 
requested any supporting evidence for the closures be made available, particularly in areas 
north of Point Arena.  Freshwater conditions, hatchery practices and the ongoing drought 
are the primary concerns and restrictions to salmon fisheries in the fall of 2015 that are not 
expected to contact the potentially affected broods, as they will remain too small to be 
contacted in the fishery, and will do little or nothing to mitigate the concerns. 

• One person spoke in support in maintaining even small fisheries in California KMZ, in 
part, as a way of improving the consistency and breadth of fishery-based data. 

• One person expressed concerns regarding the commercial sale and marketing of Chinook 
salmon caught in freshwater Tribal fisheries. 
 

Written Statements (Attached) 
 

• Humboldt Fishermen’s Marketing Association. 
• Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations. 
• March 24, 2015 letter cosigned by California KMZ troll fishermen. 
• Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria. 
• Letter to CDFW Director Bonham submitted by Dan Platt. 
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