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The purpose of this action is to prohibit new directed
commercial fishing in Federal waters on unmanaged, 
unfished forage fish species until the Council has had an 
adequate opportunity to both assess the scientific 
information relating to any proposed directed fishery and 
consider potential impacts to existing fisheries, fishing 
communities, and the greater marine ecosystem. This 
action is needed to proactively protect unmanaged, 
unfished forage fish of the U.S. West Coast EEZ in 
recognition of the importance of these forage fish to the 
species managed under the Council’s FMPs and to the 
larger CCE. This action is not intended to supersede tribal 
or state fishery management for these species, and 
coordination would still occur through the existing Council 
process.



Shared Ecosystem 
Component Species

OR

Shared EC Species

round and thread herring, 
mesopelagic fishes, 
Pacific sandlance, 
Pacific saury, 
Silversides, 
Osmerid smelts, and 
Pelagic squids
(with the exception of 
Humboldt squid) 







• National Environmental Policy Act, Cumulative Effects Analysis
• Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act –

National Standards, Essential Fish Habitat and Council Fishery 
Management Plan Consistency

• Endangered Species Act Consistency
• Marine Mammal Protection Act Consistency
• Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Executive Order 13185 (Responsibilities of 

Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds) Consistency
• Coastal Zone Management Act Consistency
• Administrative Procedure Act Consistency
• Paperwork Reduction Act Consistency
• Information Quality Act Consistency
• Executive Order 13132 (Impacts of the Action Relative to Federalism)
• Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal 

Governments)
• Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)
• Regulatory Flexibility Act Consistency and Executive Order 12866 

(Regulatory Planning and Review)
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Shared EC Species could continue 
to be taken incidentally without 
violating Federal regulations, 
unless regulated or restricted for 
other purposes, such as with 
bycatch minimization regulations 
for eulachon recovery.  The 
targeting of Shared EC Species is 
prohibited.

Shared EC Species could continue 
to be taken incidentally without 
violating Federal regulations, unless 
regulated or restricted for other 
purposes, such as with bycatch
minimization regulations.  The 
targeting of Shared EC Species is 
prohibited.



There are more things in heaven and earth, 
Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in our philosophy.

— Shakespeare, Hamlet (1623 folio)



For those images where sources are not shown directly on image, all are 
courtesy of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
except:

Slide 1: Fireworks over Vancouver, Washington, City of Vancouver
Slide 3: Pacific saury, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (repeated at 
Slide 4); thread herring, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 
(repeated at Slide 4).
Slide 5: Spokane, Washington, City of Spokane
Slide 6: Vancouver, Washington, City of Vancouver
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The purpose of this action is to prohibit new directed commercial fishing in Federal waters on unmanaged, unfished forage fish species until the Council has had an adequate opportunity to both assess the scientific information relating to any proposed directed fishery and consider potential impacts to existing fisheries, fishing communities, and the greater marine ecosystem. This action is needed to proactively protect unmanaged, unfished forage fish of the U.S. West Coast EEZ in recognition of the importance of these forage fish to the species managed under the Council’s FMPs and to the larger CCE. This action is not intended to supersede tribal or state fishery management for these species, and coordination would still occur through the existing Council process.
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round and thread herring, mesopelagic fishes, 

Pacific sandlance, 

Pacific saury, 

Silversides, 

Osmerid smelts, and 

Pelagic squids

(with the exception of 

Humboldt squid) 
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National Environmental Policy Act, Cumulative Effects Analysis

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act – National Standards, Essential Fish Habitat and Council Fishery Management Plan Consistency

Endangered Species Act Consistency

Marine Mammal Protection Act Consistency

Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Executive Order 13185 (Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds) Consistency

Coastal Zone Management Act Consistency

Administrative Procedure Act Consistency

Paperwork Reduction Act Consistency

Information Quality Act Consistency

Executive Order 13132 (Impacts of the Action Relative to Federalism)

Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments)

Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

Regulatory Flexibility Act Consistency and Executive Order 12866 (Regulatory Planning and Review)
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Shared EC Species could continue to be taken incidentally without violating Federal regulations, unless regulated or restricted for other purposes, such as with bycatch minimization regulations for eulachon recovery.  The targeting of Shared EC Species is prohibited.









Shared EC Species could continue to be taken incidentally without violating Federal regulations, unless regulated or restricted for other purposes, such as with bycatch minimization regulations.  The targeting of Shared EC Species is prohibited.







There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 

Than are dreamt of in our philosophy.



— Shakespeare, Hamlet (1623 folio)













For those images where sources are not shown directly on image, all are courtesy of the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, except:



Slide 1: Fireworks over Vancouver, Washington, City of Vancouver

Slide 3: Pacific saury, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (repeated at Slide 4); thread herring, United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (repeated at Slide 4).

Slide 5: Spokane, Washington, City of Spokane

Slide 6: Vancouver, Washington, City of Vancouver
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