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 Agenda Item H.1 
 Situation Summary 
 November 2012 
 
 

CURRENT ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
The Northwest and Southwest Divisions of the NOAA Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) will 
provide a joint report on NMFS enforcement activities and enforcement priorities for the coming 
year.  The OLE regional priorities are updated annually.  NMFS is seeking comment on these 
priorities from the general public, nongovernmental organizations, the Council, state and Federal 
partners (Agenda Item H.1.b, NMFS Report).  Last year’s Council comments on enforcement 
priorities are provided here as Agenda Item H.1.a, Attachment 1.  Comments affecting 
Oregon/Washington should be sent to Mr. Todd Dubois at the NW Division of the OLE and 
comments on California issues should go to Ms. Martina Sagapolu at the SW Division of the 
OLE.  The comments received at the division offices will be forwarded to the OLE headquarters 
for consideration in setting priorities in the coming year.   
 
Council Action: 
 
1. Provide comments on regional enforcement priorities. 
2. Other guidance as appropriate. 
 
Reference Materials: 
 
1. Agenda Item H.1.a, Attachment 1, December 14, 2011 letter to OLE from Executive Director 

Don McIsaac on enforcement priorities for 2012. 
2. Agenda Item H.1.b, NMFS Report. 
 
Agenda Order: 
 
a. Agenda Item Overview Jim Seger  
b. Federal Fishery Enforcement Priorities Report Martina Sagapolu and Bill Giles 
c. Reports and Comments of Advisory Bodies and Management Entities 
d. Public Comment 
e. Council Action:  Provide Comments on Regional Enforcement Priorities and Guidance, as 

Needed 
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Agenda Item H.1.a 
Attachment 1 

November 2012













Agenda Item H.1.b 
NMFS Report 

November 2012



Agenda Item H.1.b 
NMFS Report 

November 2012



Agenda Item H.1.c 
Supplemental CPSAS Report 

November 2012 
 
 

COASTAL PELAGIC SPECIES ADVISORY SUBPANEL REPORT ON  
CURRENT ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

 
The Coastal Pelagic Species Advisory Subpanel (CPSAS) notes that there are overlapping 
jurisdictions involved in the management of West Coast pelagic fisheries.  Therefore, the CPSAS 
recommends that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of Law 
Enforcement (OLE) emphasize coordination with state enforcement officials to provide 
uniformity from the fishing grounds to the point of delivery and subsequent distribution. 
Promoting a policy of Federal and state cooperation in the areas of patrol and data sharing is the 
most cost effective means to improve compliance and deterrence. 
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Agenda Item H.1.c 
Supplemental EC Report 

November 2012 
 
 

ENFORCEMENT CONSULTANTS REPORT ON 
CURRENT ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

 
The Enforcement Consultants (EC) reviewed the letter to the Council from National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) Director Bruce 
Buckson dated October 15, 2012 concerning a request for comment on NOAA’s Regional 
enforcement priorities.  The EC supports re-submission to NOAA of the letter from the Council 
dated December 14, 2011 commenting on National and Regional enforcement priorities.  The EC 
believes that this letter accurately reflects the needed West Coast enforcement priorities. 
 
Another enforcement issue has been brought to the attention of the Enforcement Consultants.  
The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) has discovered that there are vessels with Vessel Monitoring 
System (VMS) that are not submitting valid declarations prior to departing port to fish.  These 
vessels received and installed VMS units through the reimbursement program. The motive may 
have been that they would someday meet the conditions that require VMS by being registered for 
use with a groundfish limited entry permit, using non-groundfish trawl gear to fish in the 
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), or fish open access gear for groundfish in the EEZ.  The 
vessels in question have not yet met these conditions and, as a result, are leaving a VMS track 
without having the legal requirement to make a valid declaration. 
 
This has caused a drain on enforcement resources and time to verify the activity of these vessels. 
The Enforcement Consultants recommend the Council propose a regulatory change requiring all 
vessels with a NOAA approved VMS to submit a valid declaration prior to leaving port to fish in 
the U.S. EEZ off the West Coast.  This requirement would replace the current VMS declaration 
requirements at 50CFR660.13. This change would not expand the requirement for additional 
vessels to carry VMS. 
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Agenda Item H.1.c 
Supplemental GAP Report 

November 2012 
 
 

GROUNDFISH ADVISORY SUBPANEL REPORT ON 
CURRENT ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

 
The Groundfish Advisory Subpanel (GAP) received a report on the NOAA Office of Law Enforcement 
(OLE) priorities and a request for comments on what those priorities should be for the coming year.   
 
The GAP expressed its appreciation for the good working relationship between OLE, State enforcement 
agencies, the Coast Guard, and fishery stakeholders that has been developed in the Pacific Council region.  
The GAP believes that our Council should be looked at as an example of how a cooperative relationship 
should work. 
 
In general, the GAP endorses the comments made by the Council to OLE last year.  The only potential 
concern expressed by the GAP is that OLE not allow its new deployment model to jeopardize cooperation 
with State enforcement agencies or undermine the existing Joint Enforcement Agreements.  Fishery 
participants are able to work closely with State enforcement agents and the GAP encourages OLE to have 
its new uniformed patrol agents develop similar ties with local communities. 
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Agenda Item H.1.c 
Supplemental HC Report 

November 2012 
 
 

HABITAT COMMITTEE COMMENTS ON 
CURRENT ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 

 
The Habitat Committee (HC) recommends that enforcement of environmental laws that protect 
fish habitat and follow-up prosecution of environmental crimes be conducted with equal vigor as 
enforcement of fisheries laws. The HC also encourages enforcement agencies to provide internal 
and external education about laws protecting habitat. 
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